Easter Message: Honoring the Lord Jesus
(March 31, 2012, By Rev. Anthony Menzel)

We have been celebrating Easter for weeks now, but today is our official Easter service…
The topic I felt led to share for today’s message is “Honoring the Lord Jesus.”

I. Before we talk about this important topic, I want us to think for a moment about all the wonderful things that the Lord Jesus has done for us.

Phil. 2:5-8; 

John 18:3-4,6,12  Even though the people could see Jesus’ miraculous power, they still treated him like a criminal.  They even preferred having a criminal among them instead of having Jesus.  John 18:39-40
John 18:25-27  Most of His closest followers abandoned Him, and Peter even denied knowing Him.

Then there was the torture He suffered:

He was beaten.  John 19:1

The crown of thorns  John 19:2

He was beaten again.  John 19:3

They made fun of Him.  John 19:4-5

They made Him carry His cross even though He was so weak.  John 19:17

He was crucified.  John 19:18

They did not even respect His few belongings while He was still alive.  John 19:23-24

Most people could not even show Him kindness when He was dying.  John 19:28-29

He spent hours hanging on the cross: Crucifixion is not a quick death.  It is a slow death.  You actually die from suffocation.  Mark 15:25,33
He felt total separation from God the Father, something He had never experienced before.  Mark 15:34 

He did all of that to save us.  He did all of that to give each one of us the opportunity to spend eternity forever in heaven and enjoy life down here on earth.  Col. 2.13-15; John 14:1-3

II.  To honor the Lord Jesus, we should always be grateful for the great sacrifices He did for us, as well as all the additional blessings He gives us…

B. Each one of you here today is also honoring the Lord by coming to church.  You are showing with your presence that you want to remember what Christ did for you in a special way.

C. Another way we are going to honor the Lord by having communion.  1 Cor. 11:26
However, before we have communion, I want us to honor the Lord in a special way by preparing our hearts to receive communion…

1 Cor. 11:27-31

1) First of all, if you have not received the Lord Jesus as your Lord and Savior or if you strayed from following Him, I am going to give you the opportunity right now to return to the Lord…

Rom. 10:9-10; Acts 17:30b

Confession of Faith
2) Related to repentance, I want each of us to take a moment and ask the Lord:

What is something that I could do better in my life?

Let us remember Gal. 5:19-21 (also James 4:17 – sins of omission)…

If anyone is practicing one of these sins, ask the Lord what is the first step for getting rid of that sin or sins…

If you don’t know what that first step could be, if you feel like you can’t take that first step, then your first step is to tell the Lord that you are sorry for what you are doing.  The second step is then to talk with me after service about what else you need to do to get right with the Lord.

If you are willing to at least take these two steps, then I feel in my heart that you are ready to take communion today.

So let’s take a moment to ask the Lord what is one thing we should change in our lives…

3) Lastly, let us remember what communion represents:

The bread is Christ’s body, which provides healing and nourishment for us on every level: 1 Pet. 2:24; John 6:51
The wine or grape juice is Christ’s blood, which gives us His life.  Lev. 17:11
D. So now we will pass out the communion elements.  Please wait until I tell you to partake of them so that we can all partake of them together, drawing closer not only to the Lord Jesus in this way but also to each other.

1 Cor. 11:23-26
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