Intercession - Lesson 9: Service - Part 1
(Prepared for September 6, 2013, Adapted by Rev. Anthony Menzel1)
*****Today we continue with our series on intercession.  
Today we are starting a new topic, Service.

I believe that service can be included under intercession because it often requires God's strength to serve with the right attitude, and often we get that strength from intercession.

1 Cor. 13.3
****To be like the Lord Jesus, we have to be servants.
Luke 22:24-27; Matt. 20:25-28; Phil. 2:5-11; John 4:34 [Matt. 19:27-30; Matt. 10:32-33]
****We should try to do everything we do first and foremost for the Lord.  Col. 3:23-24

We should remember that God often prepares us for greater works by having us do simpler tasks first.  When He sees that we are faithful in simpler tasks, then He can promote us.

1 Sam. 16:6-7, 10-19; Luke 16:9-13

****Some of the Main Characteristics of Godly Service

1) It is a fundamental characteristic of a disciple or follower of Christ.  Matt. 23:11-12; Eph. 2:10

2) It is not done to be seen or to show off.  Matt. 6:1-6

3) It is done humbly; we see it as our duty to be useful.  Luke 17:7-10

4) It does not expect anything in return.  Luke 10:29-37; Luke 14:7-14
The beginning of the passage in Luke 14 emphasizes the importance of being humble, 

and I am reading the whole passage at this time because humility is such an important aspect of serving the Lord, both by directly interacting with Him in prayer and Bible study and by serving others.

5) It is something we determine to do; it often requires discipline.  1 Cor. 9:27

6) It is a labor of love.  Gal. 5:13

7) Because it is does with love, it generally causes people, especially those being served, to glorify God.  2 Cor. 9:12-14  
When people glorify God, it draws them to the Lord Jesus, so service is a way of evangelizing.  In fact, evangelism without some form service, whether initially or as a person is discipled, will generally be an empty form of evangelism.

1 John 4:8, 19-21
1These sermon notes were adapted from the following source:  Castellanos D., Cesar.  “Lesson 9: Service.”  School of Leaders, Doctrine, Level 2, Intercession.  Colombia: G12 Editors, 2002.
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