Vision: House Churches
(February 1, 2013, Adapted by Rev. Anthony Menzel1)
Today we continue with Level 2 of the Leadership training.  
The first book in Level 2 is a book of doctrine or systematic teaching about part of the vision that our church is implementing in order to grow…

Acts 10:24, 29-33, 44-46

The importance of opening homes in the sharing of the gospel…

Also, the following verses:

Matt. 9:10  Jesus ministered continually in homes.

Matt. 9:23-24  Jesus healed in homes.

Mar. 9:33-35  Jesus used homes to form his team of 12 apostles.

Matt. 26:17-18  The Last Supper was held in a home.
Acts 2:2-4  People were baptized in the Holy Spirit for the first time in home-type environment.

Acts 5:40-42, 6:1   The church was founded in homes.

Acts 20:20-21  Paul often ministered in homes.

Col. 4:15  According to the Bible, churches can be held in people’s homes.

Acts 2:44-47  Home groups help to meet people’s spiritual, emotional, and even material needs, similar to what occurred in the early church.

Preparing Yourself to Lead a Home Group

There are several roles in a home group:

1) Host – provide the place for the meeting

2) Leader

3) Assistant Leader

4) Participants

5) Invited Guests

The role of the host is very important: The host has to make sure that the place where the meeting will be held is clean and orderly.  In some cases, this place does not even have to be a home: it could be an office or even at the church, even though the ideal place is at someone’s home.

Participants are very important: Without them, there is not much of a point in having a meeting.

Invited guests are also important: The main point of having home groups is to win, consolidate, and disciple people.  The guests are the people who will be won if they don’t know the Lord.  If they are Christians that aren’t going to church regularly, then they are people to consolidated and discipled.
The leader, of course, is critical.  He or she is in charge of monitoring the meeting and sharing God’s Word at the meeting.

The assistant leader is also important because he or she will be able to be the leader’s help, which includes filling in for the leader when the leader can not attend the home group.
One of our goals at Abundant Love is to evangelize through home groups.

So far I think our most successful forms of evangelism have been our church dinners and our prayer ministry, which goes from house to house to pray for people.

However, I still believe that home groups are important to the church’s vision,

and I believe they will become more and more important as the church grows 

because when the church grows, we want to make sure that everyone has the opportunity to make close friends and be ministered to regularly on an individualized, personal, one-on-one basis.

Right now, our Youth group is sort of like a home group: Sis. Paula is the host and the leader; I am the assistant leader.  The youth are the participants.  When they invite friends or new young people come to a meeting, those are the invited guests.

The official parameters for Abundant Love’s home groups are as follows:

1) Opening Prayer (2 minutes)

2) Message from the Bible (38 minutes)

3) Questions about the Message (5 minutes)

4) Prayer for Attendees’ Needs (15 minutes)

5) Fellowship (10 minutes)

One thing that is great about home groups is that they give people the opportunity to gain a better understanding of the Bible because it is easier to ask questions in a smaller group.

Ideally, the Bible message would be a shortened version of the preacher’s message from the previous week’s sermon.  That way the leader does not have to have the stress of preparing a new message every week and can focus on ministering to the needs of the home group attendees.

Our Youth group varies from the official structure a bit:

The message used to be based on the previous week’s sermon, and sometime it still is on occasion.

However, Sis. Paula has found different books that are specifically related to youth, so with my permission, she has taught from those books, which are Bible-based and include many scriptural references.

The prayer is shorter for needs is usually shorter, but the fellowship is much longer since the Youth Group is the main avenue we have for our Youth to get to know each other.  

The message is also about an hour.

Thus, the meeting is more like 120 instead of the officially planned 70 minutes.

However, the attendees are happy with that difference, so we flow with the Spirit.

Next week, God willing, we will talk about how to be an effective spiritual leader, particularly in church with home groups.

1These sermon notes were adapted from the following source:  Castellanos D., Cesar.  “Cellular Vision” and “Structure and Development of a Cell.”  School of Leaders, Doctrine, Level 2, Vision.  Colombia: G12 Editors, 2002.
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