Vision
(January 11, 2013, Adapted by Rev. Anthony Menzel1)

Before we go deeper into the church’s vision, I want to briefly talk about vision in general:

A godly vision can be defined as an idea from God that is revealed to humans’ minds so that we can carry out the plans in the idea.

A vision shows us an end result we strive for, and God gives us a plan to make what we see in our minds a reality.

God’s vision is very powerful.  Ezek. 37:1-14; Rom. 4:17
Having a godly vision is very important.  Prov. 29:18

God’s vision for us can often stretch us, but He only wants what is best for us in the end.


Jer. 29:11-13

He will show us what He wants for us to do if we seek Him with our whole heart.

Part of seeking Him with our whole heart is to by striving to have the mind of Christ.  Phil 4:8
Remember 1 John 5:14-15 from last week:

If we ask God to show us what He wants us to do, that is a prayer that He will definitely answer, as long as we are open to hearing whatever He says, even if it is not exactly what we wanted to hear.

Now that we have discussed what a godly vision is in general and have mentioned a little bit about how to find out what God’s vision is for your life, I want to mention what the vision of our church, Abundant Love Christian Church, is.

Matt. 22:36-40…

As part of helping people to achieve their potential, part of our vision is to be an instrument of spiritual awakening.  We will do this through our prayers not only for those who attend services but also for our community, our nation, and the world.

Awakening occurs when people turn to the Lord Jesus in a large geographic region.  The impact is longlasting religious fervor and a general improvement in morality.

There have been at least 3 such awakenings in U.S. history…
As part of showing God our love and seeking spiritual awakening, we week to be faithful to the Lord Jesus.  The rhema or living word I received from the Lord last year related to the church was 

Rev. 3:7-11…

So we seek to grow in numbers and spiritual power, but always without sacrificing spiritual character, which includes morality.  1 Pet. 1:13-16

So we have love, awakening, staying faithful to the Lord – those three items basically sum up the church’s vision…

Now, what is our plan for achieving that vision?

1) Love – It is a choice to be made everyday.  Luke 10:25-37

2) Staying faithful to the Lord: I will continue to strive to preach whatever God wants me to, regardless of whether or not people like everything I have to say…
By putting my priority to please God rather than people, God will bring forth the truth that will set us free…Acts 4:18-20; John 8:32

3) Awakening – prayer; grow the church in quantity as well as quality…

Much of the book we will be studying over the next weeks will deal with that very issue:

How to grow the church in numbers as well as in quality…

1These sermon notes were adapted from the following source:  Castellanos D., Cesar.  “The Power of a Vision.”  School of Leaders, Doctrine, Level 2, Vision.  Colombia: G12 Editors, 2002.
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