Ask and You Shall Receive
(January 4, 2013, By Rev. Anthony Menzel)

We’ve talked last week, as well as in other recent sermons, about the importance of repenting…

We see that repentance is one of the foundations of the Christian faith…Heb. 6:1-2

Of course, the importance of repentance has been indicated in passages we have studied, such as 

1 John 1:8-10; Mark 11:23-26
Laying a solid foundation of repentance is important for today’s message, which is entitled, “Ask and You Shall Receive…”

James 4:2-3 shows that sometimes we don’t receive the things we ask for from God because we simply don’t ask for them…

There are times when God will bless us sovereignly, but there are other times where He will not bless us unless we ask Him specifically for what we want…

Another issue is that we sometimes do not ask for the right things…

Sometimes our motive for asking for something is not right…


James 4:4 further indicates that this is the case…

We have talked about this before, but it’s worth repeating…

If I ask God for a car, for example, do I ask for a good car that will get me where I need to go, or do I ask for a Mercedes Benz so that I can show off?...

Once we line up our requests with the will of God, we will not be disappointed, as long as we realize at least two things:
1) Sometimes God will make us wait for blessings.  Heb. 6:10-12
As hard as it is to wait sometimes, God has a purpose for having us wait…Is. 40:28-31
2) Sometimes God will tell us ‘no.’  Sometimes we think what we’re asking for is what is best for us, when in fact, God has something better for us.  Heb. 11:32-40
So let’s remember to ask the Lord for the things we want…

I would like to share some passages regarding these prayers of petition or asking:

1) Matt. 7:7-11  This is the passage where the title of today’s sermon came from…

It shows that we should ask God for the things that we want…

2) John 16:23-24  Prayer does not have to have a lot of structure: It is a conversation between us and God…

However, for our prayers to be heard by the Father, we need to ask Him in the name of Jesus Christ…

John 14:6

3) Phil. 4:6-7 Talking to God about the things that are troubling us is the only way to walk in true peace…
4) 1 John 5:14-15  This is one of the greatest promises in the Bible regarding prayers of petition…

5) Psalm 37:4 is another one of the great promises in the Bible regarding prayers of petition…
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