Consolidation - Lesson 2 & 3: The Fruit of the Spirit - Part 1
(Prepared for October 11, 2013, Adapted by Rev. Anthony Menzel1)
Today we continue with the topic we started last week…

What was the topic? [consolidation] 

To review a little bit, what are the four main processes that form part of the vision that we are following as a church?
 [win, consolidate, disciple, send]

How did we define consolidation last week? [the process of preparing people to grow in their knowledge of the Lord Jesus.

A lot of times there is gap between people accepting Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior and becoming true disciples, who are actively seeking to grow in their knowledge of the Lord through daily prayer and meditation on the Bible.

The process of consolidation is helping people to cross that gap.

This process involves caring for, being attentive to, and being in continual contact with the new believer until he or she becomes a true disciple of Jesus Christ.]
Today we are going to continue to learn about how to consolidate the people that we draw closer to God.

1) When we are mature enough spiritually, it is best if we consolidate the people we win for the Lord.  It makes more sense for the person who wins someone to consolidate them because trust and friendship has already been developed between them.

2) It is very important to make sure that these people have actually been won for the Lord, that they are actually "saved," that they actually have the assurance that they will go to heaven when they die or the Lord Jesus returns, whichever comes first.

Review of the Four Spiritual Laws:

These are four principles that many people have used when sharing the gospel with others:

1) God loves you and has a wonderful plan for your life.  John 3:16

2) We humans are sinners, and we are separated from God by our sin.  In our sinful, we can not fully experience God's love.  Rom. 3:23

3) Jesus Christ is God's only provision to set us free from sin.  John 14:6; Rom. 6:23

4) We should accept Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior in a personal way.  
John 1:12; Eph. 2:8-9

On which two passages can we base a simple confession of faith? [Rom. 10:9-10; Acts 17:30]

3) Try to answer questions the person has regarding how to live for the Lord Jesus, which could be about any aspect of life, including how to have faith in God, their family and other relationships, their finances, and how to handle coming out of the worldly things that were in their life before getting saved.
4) We mentioned this last week, but it is worth repeating:

It is very important that we show a genuine interest in the lives of the people we consolidate.  We should genuinely be concerned about their problems and interests.

Some things that we can do to show our interest:

1. Make the person feel that they are not just another number for you to reach your goal, but that they are important to you.  "I've learned that people will forget what you said, people will forget what you did, but people will never forget how you made them feel."
Read more at http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/m/maya_angelou.html#FoTDl0EDIJry7sMk.99
2. Listen to them; do not just talk at them or preach to them.

3. Teach them how to pray to God with faith, and support them with your own prayers.

4. Look for Biblical texts that will strengthen them and teach them God's viewpoint.

5. Include them in your ministry if you can.

6. If you can, help them with material needs.

7. When you give suggestions, always let the person know that they must make their own decisions with God: You should help them to be independent thinkers, both to avoid them blaming you for any mistakes they might make and to make them into warriors for Christ: It is better to teach someone how to fish than to just give them a fish.  
2 Cor. 10:3-6; Eph. 6:10-12
Some Other Important Items to Consider during Consolidation

1. Help new believers to resolve their doubts and questions.  Acts 17:11; John 8:32

2. Not all people react the same way; we should be patient with people.  1 Tim. 5:1-2; 2 Pet. 3:9; Gal. 5:22-23

3. Try to gain the trust of new believers' loved ones.  
4. Try to maintain a good image for yourself, the church, and Jesus Christ.
5. Show respect for people's right to make their own decisions (work, finances, family).  As time passes, the Holy Spirit will give you opportunities to plant seeds regarding things in people's lives that do not line up with God's Word.  Rev. 3:20

6. Be flexible, and try not to pressure people.
7. Constantly encourage people in their faith in Jesus Christ.
8. Don't present attending church as converting to a new religion.
9. Introduce more people to new believers so that they can have many friends in the body of Christ.
The Fruit of the Spirit

It is very important in consolidation and discipleship that we give the best possible examples of Jesus Christ.

1 Cor. 11:1; Matt. 23:15; 2 Cor. 5:20

The fruit of the Spirit is God's character in us, as opposed to the gifts of the Holy Spirit, which are manifestation of God's miraculous power.

If you are going to use the gifts effectively, you need to have God's character.

Moreover, many people have gone to heaven without developing the miraculous gifts that God had for them; however, they needed to develop God's character, represented by the fruit of the Holy Spirit.

Gal. 5:22-23

This passage mentions 9 different ways that God's character can be manifested through us.

The first we have seen interwoven among many of the different aspects we have discussed regarding consolidation: LOVE

Matt. 22:36-40; Matt. 7:12; 1 Cor. 13:1-3; John 13:34-35; Rom. 13:10b; 1 Tim. 1:5-6; John 15:12-13
1These sermon notes were adapted from the following source:  Castellanos D., Cesar.  “Lesson 2: How to Consolidate” and "Lesson 3: The Fruit of the Holy Spirit."  School of Leaders, Seminar, Level 3, Consolidation.  Colombia: G12 Editors, 2002.
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