Consolidation - Lesson 4: The Gifts of the Holy Spirit
(Prepared for November 8, 2013, Adapted by Rev. Anthony Menzel1)
Today we will continue our series on consolidation…[win, consolidate, disciple, send]

Last week we finished up a teaching on the importance of the fruit of the Holy Spirit and having God's character.

Now that we have established the importance of having God's character, we will talk about some of the supernatural aspects of Christian ministry.  They are supernatural because they are not something that we can decide to do.  For example, I can decide to serve someone by helping them with a task or with a monetary donation.  However, I can not decide that God is going to heal a person.  Thus, healing is something beyond the natural; it is a supernatural aspect of the ministry.

God often uses both the kindness we show in our natural, human ministry and the miracles of supernatural ministry to draw people to Himself.

1 Cor. 12.7-10
The gifts of the Holy Spirit are supernatural gifts that God has given in order to bless and grow the body of Christ
These 9 gifts can be classified into three types: 1) revelation or knowing; 2) power; and 

3) inspiration or speaking.

1) Revelation gifts include the word of wisdom, the word of knowledge, and the discerning of spirits.

2) Power gifts include the gift of faith, gifts of healings, and the working of miracles.

3) Inspiration gifts include prophecy, different kinds of tongues, and interpretation of tongues.
We will now study each of these gifts:

1) a) word of wisdom: Knowing what to do in the future in a specific circumstance

Jethro and Moses - Ex. 18:14-27; the Lord Jesus giving His first followers instructions before His Ascension back to heaven - Acts 1:4-5 (starts with a word of wisdom, ends with a prophecy…)
1) b) word of knowledge: Knowing what has happened in the past or what is happening in the present

Peter when Ananias and Sapphira tried to trick the apostles - Acts 5:1-11
1) c) discerning of spirits: You can tell what spirit(s) are operating behind someone's actions

Paul with the girl possessed by a spirit of divination - Acts 16:16-18
2) b) gifts of healings: The supernatural ability to have God remove sickness

The Lord Jesus had all of the gifts of healings: Luke 4:40

Some people may only have some gifts of healings, like Philip the Evangelist: Acts 8:5-8

2) a) faith: Every believer must have faith…Heb. 11:6

However, there is a special gift of faith that is able to work miracles, that goes beyond trusting in God's normal provision.

The Lord Jesus causing the fig tree to wither - Mark 11:14, 20-21
2) c) the working of miracles: Since this gift is listed separately from gifts of healings, it refers to doing supernatural works that are not related to sickness.

The parting of the Red Sea by Moses; the Lord Jesus turning the water into wine (John 2:1-10); even the withering of the fig tree - Many times, the gift of faith and the working of miracles are related to each other.

3) b) different kinds of tongues: Speaking in a spiritual tongue other than our normal prayer tongue
Speaking in tongues is a gift that is available to every believer;

There is a prayer tongue available to each believer.  Acts 2:1-4; Matt. 3:11; Acts 10:44-48

We know that the baptism in the Holy Spirit is an experience that is different from becoming the temple of the Holy Spirit, which occurs at salvation.  John 20:20-23

The gift of tongues that is available to every believer is to be used to strengthen us spiritually.  

Jude 20-21

The gift of tongues will cease with the Second Coming of the Lord Jesus.  1 Cor. 13:8-9
Different kinds of tongues are tongues that are used to give a message to a group of people.

These are not tongues that are used to communicate directly between one's spirit and God.
1 Cor. 14:26-28

3) c) interpretation of tongues: Gives the meaning of the message given in tongues; an interpretation can be different than a exact word-for-word translation.

1 Cor. 14:4-5

3) a) prophecy: Telling what will happen in the future.

We already saw an example of this in Acts 1:4-5, when speaking about the word of wisdom.

As per Acts 1, prophecy can be for a group of people, even a nation.
It can also be for a single individual.  Acts 21:8-14

To receive the gifts, it is important to cultivate God's character, including the fruit of the Holy Spirit, in our lives.
1These sermon notes were adapted from the following source:  Castellanos D., Cesar.  “Lesson 4: The Gifts of the Holy Spirit."  School of Leaders, Seminar, Level 3, Consolidation.  Colombia: G12 Editors, 2002.
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