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Palm Sunday precedes by one week one of the most important days of the year—Resurrection Day. That was the day when our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ the Messiah accomplished God the Father’s will. He fulfilled everything spoken of Him that was spoken by prophets and written in the Torah. He was God the Father’s supreme sacrifice who by taking all of our sins upon Himself died on the cross liberating us from perdition [destruction] and enabling us by God the Father’s grace [unmerited favor] to have the opportunity to have everlasting life. He did all the hard work by His suffering and humiliation. And He submitted Himself completely to the Father doing His will so we could be released from bondage and live eternally with the Godhead. What a wonderful God we serve.

Luke 19:29 tells us that as Jesus and His disciples approached Bethphage and Bethany at the Mount of Olives, He sent two of His disciples into the village yonder to find Him a donkey on which no man had ridden. And when the owners of the donkey asked why they were untying it they were to say because the Lord has need of it. So they did what He commanded, and the owners said just what He said they would. 

Luke 19:35,36 When they brought the donkey to Jesus, they threw their garments over it and sat Jesus on it. As He rode along people kept spreading their garments on the road (before Him). 

In Luke 19:37 Ampl. As He approached the city descending from the Mount of Olives the crowd of disciples began to rejoice and praise God loudly for all the mighty miracles and works of power they had witnessed, crying “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord. Peace in heaven and glory in the highest [heaven].

In John 12:9,12-18 Ampl. it says Now a great crowd heard that Jesus was at Bethany, and they came there not only because of Jesus, but that they might see Lazarus, who He had raised from the dead. (v12) The next day a vast crowd of those who had come to the Passover Feast heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. (v13) So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet Him. And as they went they kept shouting Hosanna! Blessed is He and praise to Him Who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel. (v14) And Jesus, 
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having found a young donkey, rode upon it [just as it is written in the Scriptures] (v:15) says Do not fear O Daughter of Zion! Look! Your King is coming, sitting on a donkey’s colt. In Zech. 9:9 it also says that He is just and has salvation yet comes lowly, riding upon an ass. Here we see Jesus who is regal, the King of Kings humbling Himself and submitting to the will of the Father preparing to bring to a successful conclusion God the Father’s plan of Salvation. (v:17) The group that had been with Jesus when He called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead kept telling this to others (bearing witness). (v:18) It was this reason that the crowd went to meet Him, because they had heard He had performed this sign (proof, miracle). Bear in mind they may have seen Jesus perform other miracles, because we just have a minute sampling of the wonders and miracles that Jesus performed. In John 21:25 KJV it tells us that … there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which, if they should be written every one, I suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books that should be written. Amen. 

	So the Israelites were praising and giving glory to God, because their Father in heaven had finally sent them their promised Messiah. One of the Scriptures that points to this is KJV Micah 5:2 which reads But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose going forth have been from old, from everlasting. And Isaiah 9:6 Amplified it is written For to us a Child is born, to us a Son is given; and the government shall be upon His shoulder, and His Name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father [of Eternity], Prince of Peace. I suspect that these Scriptures weighed heavily on the minds of the three kings that traveled many miles to give praise, honor, glory and gifts to baby Jesus. 

Now this is both powerful and significant, because it shows how God has presented to us the written Word as a carefully and well-thought out piece of fabric. Not only does He interconnect Scripture like the threads of a fabric, but He also demonstrates that if He has something important to say, He will say it more than once whether it be in the same chapter and book or not. Why does He do that? Well, it’s because we who have finite or limited understanding often have trouble comprehending knowledge and understanding from one who has infinite and boundless knowledge, wisdom and understanding. But not to digress, let me connect the dots as God has revealed it to me. Micah 5:2 supports the truth that Jesus is part of the Godhead, the second person of God, Christ, His living Word, and His Son. In John 1:1 KJV it is written In the beginning was the Word, and the 
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Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same verse in the Amplified reads In the beginning [before all-time] was the Word (Christ), and the Word was with God, and the Word was God Himself. These verses demonstrate that Christ [the Word, the second person of the Godhead) has been here existing since the beginning of time. He was our co-creator in our midst. In Genesis 1:26 Amplified version it begins by saying God said, Let Us [Father, Son, and Holy Spirit] make mankind in Our image, after Our likeness… And in John 1:14 Amplified it is written And the Word (Christ) became flesh (human, incarnate) and tabernacled (fixed his tent of flesh, lived awhile) among us; and we (actually) saw His glory (His honor, His Majesty), such glory as an only begotten son receives from his father, full of grace (favor, loving-kindness) and truth. And in John 1:18 Amplified it is written No man has ever seen God at any time; the only unique Son, or the only begotten God, Who is in the bosom [in the intimate presence] of the Father, He has declared Him [He has revealed Him and brought Him out where He can be seen; He has interpreted Him and He has made Him known]. So it was in God the Father design to reveal Himself to us by the way of His second person Christ who in the flesh was Jesus His Living Word. 

	It is interesting to note that the disciples and the crowds at Bethphage and Bethany were just coming to the realization and understanding that John the Baptist had. While baptizing people John the Baptist saw Jesus coming unto him and said, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world. This is he of whom I said, After me cometh a man which is preferred before me; for he was before me. You can see by this Scripture in John 1:29 KJV that God gave John the Baptist much more understanding and wisdom than the ordinary man which prompted Jesus to say that John the Baptist was the greatest of all men. Even after all the miracles and wonders Jesus performed all the disciples (except Peter who was touched by divine revelation) did not accept or embrace the fact that Jesus was the Son of God until after His crucifixion. 

	So in a sense Palm Sunday represents God setting the stage for the greatest and most significant series of events the world has ever seen—Jesus’ death and His resurrection. His resurrection has been inappropriately called Easter by both believers and non-believers and celebrated by hunting for Easter eggs. What a shame and disgrace! This shows total disrespect to God the Father offering up His supreme offering—His only begotten Son through whose death we have been offered everlasting life if only we believe, rely on and trust in Him. [John 3:16]
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	After Jesus went through suffering, insults, humiliation and torture He will take upon Himself the sins of the world and die on a cross to bring to completion God’s plan for our salvation. It is important to recognize that Jesus [the Christ, the Son, the Living Word and the second person of God] was at the heart of God’s grace. For it is through Christ that we have everything and can become God’s Righteousness in Christ. By Jesus accomplishing God’s will, the Salvation we’ve been provided is the complete package, and it includes the following:

1. REPENTANCE—A change of mind, a new mind about God [1 John 1:9]
2. CONVERSION---Change of direction; new walk with God [James 5:19-20]
3. REGENERATION—A change of nature; [2 Corinthians. 5:17]
4. ADOPTION—A change of family; [1 John 3:9, 10]
5. WASHING—A change of morals and new creature before God, [Eph. 5:26]
6. REDEMPTION-A change of owners & new master in God; [I Pet. 1:18-23]
7. PROPITIATION—a new covering of sins before God; [Ps. 32:1, and a
substitution Rom 4:7] 
8. GRACE—A change of favor; a new standing before God; [John 1:16, 17]
9. IMPUTATION—A change of accounts, a new debt to God [Rom 4:22-24]
10.  FORGIVENESS—A new pardon by God; [ Isaiah 43:25; 1 John 1:9] 
11.  DELIVERANCE—A change of bondage; [Luke 4:18]
12.  FAITH—A new trust in God; [Mark 9:23]; [Mark 11:22-24] 
13.  BLOOD—A new life from God; [Lev. 17:11]; [Matt. 26:28; Eph. 1:7] 
14.  FORBEARANCE—A new patience in God; [2 Tim. 2:24; Rom. 5:1-4
           Rom. 15:4]; [Col. 3:13]
15.  RECONCILIATION—A new union with God; [Eph. 2:14-16; Heb. 2:17]
16.  SUBSTITUTION—A new sacrifice to God; [Gen. 22:8, 13]
17.  REPRESENTATION—A new representative before God; [1 Tim. 2:5]
18.  NEW BIRTH AND SONSHIP—A new Father in God; [ John 1:12]
19.  HEIRSHIP—A new inheritance in God; [Rom. 8:16, 17; Gal. 3:29]
20.  PRAYER—A new approach to God; [Matt. 7:7-11; John 14: 12-14]
21.  ELECTION—A new position in God; [Matt; 20:16; Eph.1:4; John 15:16]
22.  RIGHTEOUSNESS—A new obedience to God; [Matt. 6:33; Eph. 4:24]
23.  CRUCIFIXION—New subjection to God; [Gal. 2:20; Gal. 5:24; Rom 6:6]
24.  RESTITUTION—A new honesty before God; [Luke 19:8;]
25.  RETRIBUTION—A new attitude before God; [Romans 12: 17-21]
26. RANSOM—A change from slavery; [Gal. 5:1; Romans 6: 18-23] 
27. MORTIFICATION—A new conduct before God; [1 John 4:19; Col.3:1-17]
28.  CONSECRATION—A new offering to God; [Romans 12:1; Acts 6:4]
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29.  ASSURANCE—A new covenant with God; [Col. 2:2; Heb. 10:22, 23]
30.  HUMILITY—A new temperament with God; [Matt. 18:4; 1 Peter 5:5,6]
31. LOVE—a new devotion to God, [ 1 Cor. 13; Matt. 22:37; Gal. 5:22, 23]
32. JOY—Change in emotion, new delight in God, [Psalm 16:11; 1 Peter 1:8,9 Gal. 5:22, 23
33.  PEACE—A new tranquility in God, [Romans 5:1, 14:17, 15:13; Col. 1:20
           Gal. 5:22, 23]
34.  LONGSUFFERING—A new endurance before God, [2 Tim. 2:3
           2 Tim. 4:5, James 5:8, Romans 5:3-8; Gal. 5:22, 23]
35.  GENTLENESS—A new behavior before God, [Gal. 5:22, 23; 2 Tim. 2:24,           James 3:17]
36.  GOODNESS—A new holiness in God, [Gal. 5:22, 23; Ephesians 5:9; 
 Phil. 4:8]
37.  MEEKNESS—A new humility before God, [Gal. 5:22, 23; Num. 12:3]
 Psalm 76:9, Eph. 4:2; Col. 3:12; 1 Tim. 6;11]
38.  TEMPERANCE—A change to moderation, a new sobriety before God
 Gal. 5:22, 23;   
39.  REVELATION—A new doctrine from God, [Matt. 11:25; 16:17; Deut. 29:29]
40.  CONVICTION—A new awakening before God, [ Acts 2:37; John 8:9]
41.  REMISSION—A new justification by God, [ Acts 2:38, 10:43; Heb. 11:22] 
42.  HEALING—A new health in God, [1 Peter 2:24; James 5:14-16]
43.  SOUNDNESS—A change of condition, a new perfection in God, 
 [2 Tim. 1:7; Titus 1:9, 2:1-8]
44.  CREATION AND TRANSFORMATION—A change of likeness, a new 
 image before God, [2 Cor. 3:18, 5:17, Romans 12: 1, 2]
45.  SANTIFICATION—A change of service, a new separation unto God
 [Jer. 1:5; Exodus 13;1, 2]
46.  JUSTIFICATION—A change of state, a new righteousness in God, 
 [Romans 3:28, 5:1, 9; 1 Cor. 6:11]
47.  PRESERVATION—A change of assurance, a new security in God,
 [Psalm 37:28, 145:20]
48.  PROVIDENCE—A change of supply, a new provision in God, 
 [Matt. 6:33; Philippians 4:19]
49.  BAPTISM INTO CHRIST—A new burial in God, [Gal. 3:27,
 Romans 6:3-6]
50.  RESURRECTION—A new body given by God, [John 5:28, 29
1 Thessalonians 4: 13-17]
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51.  PREDESTINATION—A change of decree, a new destiny in God
 [ Romans 8:28-30; Ephesians 1:5]
52.  FOREKNOWLEDGE—A change in revelation, a new knowledge of God, 
 [ Romans 8:29; 1 Peter 1:2]
53.  FORORDINATION—A change in appointment, a new future in God,
 [ John 15:16; 1 Peter 1:20; Ephesians 3:10, 11]
54.  POWER---A change of authority, a new power in God, [ Luke 24:49; 
 Acts 1:8; Ephesians 3:19, 20]
55.  GLORIFICATION—A new dominion with God, [ Romans 8:17, 30
 Acts 3:13]
56.  DESTINATION—A change of dwelling, a new home with God,
 [ John 14; 1-3, Revelation 3:12]
57.  HOLINESS—A change in living, a new conformity to God, 
 [1 Cor. 3:16,17; 6:19, 20; 2 Cor. 7:1; Heb. 12:14]
58.  LIFE—A change of existence, a new eternal life with God,
 [ John 3:16; 36; 17:2]
59.  MERCY—A change of heart, a new disposition in God, [ Matt. 5:7;
 James 2:13; Luke 6:36]
60.  INSPIRATION—A change of thought, a new influence from God,
 [ 1 John 2:27; John 14:16,17,26; 15:26]

Not one of the above phases stands alone. When someone is saved all of the above phases have started in him (or her). When one truly repents and believes the gospel, the different phases continue in operation from the time that person is saved until that person enters the final stage which is the rapture and resurrection.

So let us rejoice knowing that God stands by His promises and will even go that extra mile to protect the integrity of His Word as shown in Isaiah 48. Know that God is not a man that He should lie; neither the son of man, that he should repent as written in Numbers 23:19. And be comforted knowing that God the Father has loved us as He has loved His own Son as stated in John 17:23.

May you all be blessed.   								         



	
