Make Jesus Christ Your Main Source of Joy                                                                                                                           

(May 29, 2016, by Rev. Anthony Menzel)

The title of today's message is "Make Jesus Christ Your Main Source of Joy."
Scripture 1: Colossians 2:6-10

6 As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, 7 rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, as you have been taught, abounding in it[b] with thanksgiving.
8 Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ. 9 For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; 10 and you are complete in Him, who is the head of all principality and power.
Scripture 2: Matthew 24:42-44
Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour[f] your Lord is coming. 43 But know this, that if the master of the house had known what hour the thief would come, he would have watched and not allowed his house to be broken into. 44 Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.
We have to be ready for the coming of Jesus Christ every day…

His Second Coming could occur at any time…

Our time on earth could be up at any time…

We also should enjoy and be thankful for every moment of relative peace that we have, realizing at the same time that that peace could be taken away at any moment…

The enemy can attack us at any moment…

Scripture 3: 1 Peter 5:8-10

8 Be sober, be vigilant; because[c] your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. 9 Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world. 10 But may[d] the God of all grace, who called us[e] to His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after you have suffered a while, perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle you.

We see here that the strategy for being prepared for the enemies' attacks is to be steadfast in our faith…

Don't wait for the trial to get strong…

You have work your spiritual muscles when times are good so that you are ready for the bad times…

You have to be in prayer, you have to study the Word of God, you have to fast if possible during the good times so that you will be strong in the bad times…

Otherwise the devil can take you out…

You have to face our character flaws all the time so that you will not fail when the devil attacks you…

Scripture 4: John 8:31-32

Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, “If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. 32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”

Scripture 5: John 12:4-6

But one of His disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, who would betray Him, said, 5 “Why was this fragrant oil not sold for three hundred denarii[b] and given to the poor?” 6 This he said, not that he cared for the poor, but because he was a thief, and had the money box; and he used to take what was put in it.

God used Judas Iscariot mightily, but he never dealt with his personal issues. For this reason, he went to hell even though he was used mightily by God…

That is why we have to be in constant repentance and make sure that our focus is on the Lord Jesus…
Scripture 6: Mark 14:20-21
He answered and said to them, “It is one of the twelve, who dips with Me in the dish. 21 The Son of Man indeed goes just as it is written of Him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been good for that man if he had never been born.”

Judas ended up hanging himself, and while in some cases of suicide, there is the possibility that the person repents in a heartfelt way before they die. In the case of Judas, it is evident from this passage that although he was sorry for what he had done, he did  not truly repent and therefore went to hell…

Scripture 7: 1 Corinthians 9:24-25

Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may obtain it. 25 And everyone who competes for the prize is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for an imperishable crown. 26 Therefore I run thus: not with uncertainty. Thus I fight: not as one who beats the air. 27 But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I have preached to others, I myself should become disqualified.

So we should get stronger and stronger in the good times, and in the midst of the storm, we should continue to draw near to God…

One of the best ways to draw near to God include…

In the storm, ask yourself, Is this trial helping me to get closer to the Lord Jesus?

If it is, then praise Him for the trial, and enjoy the journey through the storm…

Scripture 8: Philippians 3:7-14
But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ. 8 Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith; 10 that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death, 11 if, by any means, I may attain to the resurrection from the dead.
12 Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me. 13 Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, 14 I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.

Don't look back…Look forward to what the Lord Jesus has for you…

If people hurt you, once you have cried before the Lord Jesus and let Him touch you with His healing power, don't put your focus on people, but put your focus on the Lord…

Scripture 9: Psalm 118:8-14

It is better to trust in the Lord
Than to put confidence in man.
9 It is better to trust in the Lord
Than to put confidence in princes.
10 All nations surrounded me,
But in the name of the Lord I will destroy them.
11 They surrounded me,
Yes, they surrounded me;
But in the name of the Lord I will destroy them.
12 They surrounded me like bees;
They were quenched like a fire of thorns;
For in the name of the Lord I will destroy them.
13 You pushed me violently, that I might fall,
But the Lord helped me.
14 The Lord is my strength and song,
And He has become my salvation.[a]
We should pray for our government officials, but our main trust should not be in them…
People, even our loved ones, will disappoint, and we will disappoint ourselves…

No one is perfect… 

God wants to love and enjoy each other, but He never wants anyone to be more important to us than He is…

No one will ever love us like the Lord Jesus…

Scripture 10: John 15:13

Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends.

Scripture 11: Romans 5:6-8
6 For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

Because of Christ's great love for us and for our own well-being, we should praise the Lord in the midst of our storms, keeping our focus on Him…
Scripture 12: Isaiah 26:3-4

You will keep him in perfect peace,
Whose mind is stayed on You,
Because he trusts in You.
4 Trust in the Lord forever,
For in YAH, the Lord, is everlasting strength.[a]

Scripture 13: Philippians 4:4-9
Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice!
5 Let your gentleness be known to all men. The Lord is at hand.
6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; 7 and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.
8 Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy—meditate on these things. 9 The things which you learned and received and heard and saw in me, these do, and the God of peace will be with you.
