Give Your Best to the Lord Jesus                                                                                                                           

(June 19, 2016, by Rev. Anthony Menzel)

The title of today's message is "Give Your Best to the Lord Jesus."
I heard a testimony of someone asking one of the leaders this week to pray for their financial prosperity, and the leader, before he prayed, said "If you want your finances to be blessed, then you have to tithe…"

The truth is that God blesses all of us, even those people who do not acknowledge Him the way they should…

Scripture 1: Matthew 5:44-48
44 But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you,[h] 45 that you may be sons of your Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. 46 For if you love those who love you, what reward have you? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? 47 And if you greet your brethren[i] only, what do you do more than others? Do not even the tax collectors[j] do so? 48 Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect.
At the same time, He can not bless us financially as much as He would like if we do not tithe…

Scripture 2: Malachi 3:6-12

8 “Will a man rob God?
Yet you have robbed Me!
But you say,
‘In what way have we robbed You?’
In tithes and offerings.
9 You are cursed with a curse,
For you have robbed Me,
Even this whole nation.
10 Bring all the tithes into the storehouse,
That there may be food in My house,
And try Me now in this,”
Says the Lord of hosts,
“If I will not open for you the windows of heaven
And pour out for you such blessing
That there will not be room enough to receive it.
11 “And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes,
So that he will not destroy the fruit of your ground,
Nor shall the vine fail to bear fruit for you in the field,”
Says the Lord of hosts;
12 “And all nations will call you blessed,
For you will be a delightful land,”
Says the Lord of hosts.
If you don't feel like you can tithe yet, give as close to the tithe as you feel you can…

Whenever we give, we have to happy about giving. Otherwise we lose at least part of the blessing that God wants to give us…

Scripture 3: 2 Corinthians 9:6-8

6 But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7 So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, always having all sufficiency in all things, may have an abundance for every good work.

To receive our maximum financial blessing from the Lord, our giving can not be limited to tithing…

We also have to be generous in general…

Financial generosity is an important theme throughout the Bible…

Scripture 4: Proverbs 19:17
He who has pity on the poor lends to the Lord,
And He will pay back what he has given.

Scripture 5: 1 John 3:16-18
16 By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. And we also ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 17 But whoever has this world’s goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of God abide in him?
18 My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth.
While we should be generous, we should never give what we do not have…

Scripture 6: Proverbs 6:1-5
My son, if you become surety for your friend,
If you have shaken hands in pledge for a stranger,
2 You are snared by the words of your mouth;
You are taken by the words of your mouth.
3 So do this, my son, and deliver yourself;
For you have come into the hand of your friend:
Go and humble yourself;
Plead with your friend.
4 Give no sleep to your eyes,
Nor slumber to your eyelids.
5 Deliver yourself like a gazelle from the hand of the hunter,
And like a bird from the hand of the fowler.[a]
However, the Lord does want us to be generous when we can…

Being generous means that sometimes we may forego our own desires to bless someone else…

For example, maybe your family member needs money, so instead of buying clothes or other items that you want but don't really need, you choose to help your family member…

Thus, our ultimate financial goal, in addition to being generous, should be to tithe our income to the church where we receive our spiritual and emotional support…
A last piece of financial prosperity is being responsible with our finances…

Some people really like to waste money on items that they don't need or things they don't even use…

If you want to do these things, you should place a limit on how much you spend in this way…

Some people complain that they have no money, but then they complain about not having any money…

They are simply not good stewards of what God gives them… 

Scripture 7: 1 Peter 4:10-11

 10 As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. 11 If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. If anyone ministers, let him do it as with the ability which God supplies, that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.
You will not be blessed financially as much as God wants to bless you if you are lazy or if you are not careful with your money…

We should give our tithe to the church (and sometimes if necessary to those who are truly in need), be generous to the needy, and be good stewards of God's financial provision.
Scripture 8: Proverbs 6:6-12
Go to the ant, you sluggard!
Consider her ways and be wise,
7 Which, having no captain,
Overseer or ruler,
8 Provides her supplies in the summer,
And gathers her food in the harvest.
9 How long will you slumber, O sluggard?
When will you rise from your sleep?
10 A little sleep, a little slumber,
A little folding of the hands to sleep—
11 So shall your poverty come on you like a prowler,
And your need like an armed man.
***Even more important than finances is the love that we experience in our lives…

In order to have a life that is filled with all the love that God wants for you to have, you have to give your best in your relationships with others…

A lot of people are lonely, but they don't realize that they are lonely because of their own actions…

Scripture 9: Proverbs 18:1,24

A man who isolates himself seeks his own desire;
He rages against all wise judgment.

24 A man who has friends must himself be friendly,[b]
But there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother.

Scripture 10: Proverbs 18:10

10 The name of the Lord is a strong tower;
The righteous run to it and are safe.

While we are waiting for God to give us the love we want in our lives, we need to run to Him and ultimately get that love from Him, remembering that He wants us to enjoy other people but He never wants us to need anybody in order to feel loved or wanted…

Scripture 11: Colossians 2:8-10

8 Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ. 9 For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; 10 and you are complete in Him, who is the head of all principality and power.
Giving our best in our relationships applies not only to our relationship with God but to all our relationships…

Scripture 12: Matthew 22:25-30

35 Then one of them, a lawyer, asked Him a question, testing Him, and saying, 36 “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?”
37 Jesus said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’[d] 38 This is the first and great commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’[e] 40 On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.”
Scripture 13: Matthew 7:12

12 Therefore, whatever you want men to do to you, do also to them, for this is the Law and the Prophets.

It is very important that we not only be nice to people in general but that we also pay especially close attention to our families…

Scripture 14: Colossians 3:18-21
18 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.
19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be bitter toward them.
20 Children, obey your parents in all things, for this is well pleasing to the Lord.
21 Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged.
