Spend Time with the Lord Jesus                                                                                                                           

(July 17, 2016, by Rev. Anthony Menzel)

Scripture A: Colossians 2:11-14

11 In Him you were also circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of the sins[c] of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, 12 buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead. 13 And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses, 14 having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross.

When we get baptized with a good understanding of what baptism means and with a good heart, we will grow spiritually…

In my case, I felt the Lord saying to me, "You are clean."
If you were baptized by sprinkling, you really should get baptized by immersion…
In baptism, we are spiritually buried, not sprinkled, for example…

Carmen and Brenda are getting baptized,,,

Is there anyone else who would like to be baptized this year? (Saturday, Sept. 10 in the afternoon…)

We need to know who is interested so that we can start the baptism preparation classes…

***The title of today's message is "Spend Time with the Lord Jesus."
God wants to give us joy and peace every day…

Scripture 1: Psalm 16:11

You will show me the path of life;
In Your presence is fullness of joy;
At Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.

Scripture 2: Philippians 4:6-7

6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; 7 and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.
If we do not walk in that joy and peace, chances are that we are giving the Lord Jesus the time He wants for us to spend with Him…

He may just want half an hour alone with us…

He wants us to focus on Him and how He blesses us instead of all the negative things in the world…
Scripture 3: Isaiah 26:3

You will keep him in perfect peace,
Whose mind is stayed on You,
Because he trusts in You.

It is very important to get right and stay right with the Lord…

First of all, when we will not be blessed like God wants us to be if we are not right with Him…

We will not truly enjoy our blessings in the long term if we are not right with the Lord Jesus…

Second of all, we do not know when our life will end, and we will have to meet the Lord Jesus…

Scripture 4: Luke 12:13-21
13 Then one from the crowd said to Him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.”
14 But He said to him, “Man, who made Me a judge or an arbitrator over you?” 15 And He said to them, “Take heed and beware of covetousness,[b] for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of the things he possesses.”
16 Then He spoke a parable to them, saying: “The ground of a certain rich man yielded plentifully. 17 And he thought within himself, saying, ‘What shall I do, since I have no room to store my crops?’ 18 So he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build greater, and there I will store all my crops and my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years; take your ease; eat, drink, and be merry.”’ 20 But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul will be required of you; then whose will those things be which you have provided?’
21 “So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.”
Thirdly, we are close to the end of the world…

Scripture 5: Matthew 24:14
14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.

As I have shared with the church before, there will be a period of 3.5 years right before the Lord Jesus comes back when the whole world will be ruled by the devil…
This period is called the Great Tribulation by many scholars…

Scripture 6: Revelation 13:4-8, 16-18
4 So they worshiped the dragon who gave authority to the beast; and they worshiped the beast, saying, “Who is like the beast? Who is able to make war with him?”
5 And he was given a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies, and he was given authority to continue[c] for forty-two months. 6 Then he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme His name, His tabernacle, and those who dwell in heaven. 7 It was granted to him to make war with the saints and to overcome them. And authority was given him over every tribe,[d] tongue, and nation. 8 All who dwell on the earth will worship him, whose names have not been written in the Book of Life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.

16 He causes all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on their right hand or on their foreheads, 17 and that no one may buy or sell except one who has the mark or[f] the name of the beast, or the number of his name.
18 Here is wisdom. Let him who has understanding calculate the number of the beast, for it is the number of a man: His number is 666.
I personally resist automatic payments and EZ pass because these are all precursors to the mark of the beast. They are not demonic in and of themselves, but they prepare society for a time when everyone will have some sort of chip implant that will be used to pay for things. At that point, cash will no longer exist, and if you want to have a normal daily life, you will have to follow the devil…

Part of the good news for faithful Christians is that we will not be here for the Great Tribulation…

The Lord Jesus will cause us to ascend to heaven beforehand in the event that is called the Rapture of the Church by many scholars…

Scripture 7: 1 Thessalonians 4:15-18
15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord  will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words.

Scripture 8: Matthew 24:36-44
36 “But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven,[e] but My Father only. 37 But as the days of Noah were, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. 38 For as in the days before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, 39 and did not know until the flood came and took them all away, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. 40 Then two men will be in the field: one will be taken and the other left. 41 Two women will be grinding at the mill: one will be taken and the other left. 42 Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour[f] your Lord is coming. 43 But know this, that if the master of the house had known what hour the thief would come, he would have watched and not allowed his house to be broken into. 44 Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.

The one world government will probably tell the people who are left behind that the raptured Christians were abducted by aliens…

The whole belief in extraterrestrial beings is not necessarily demonic, but it is setting people up to tricked regarding the Rapture…

The Rapture will only protect faithful Christians, not those who have one foot in the church and one foot in the world…

If we look at the seven churches in the Book of Revelations, which represent seven types of churches or even seven types of Christians, only two of the seven are promised to be protected from the Great Tribulation:

1) the persecuted and 2) the church at Philadelphia, which is made up of faithful Christians:

Scripture 9: Revelation 1:11
saying, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last,” and,[f] “What you see, write in a book and send it to the seven churches which are in Asia:[g] to Ephesus, to Smyrna, to Pergamos, to Thyatira, to Sardis, to Philadelphia, and to Laodicea.”
The church at Ephesus has been deemed by many scholars to be "the loveless church." An example of this are people who may know about Christ but are just going through the motions of serving Him…

They are not promised to be raptured…

The church at Smyrna is "the persecuted church." These believers suffer, but they will not go through the Great Tribulation…
Scripture 10: Revelation 2:10
10 Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer. Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and you will have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.

The church at Pergamos has been deemed "the compromising church." We can think of a church that is trying to please people, so it has one foot in the world and one foot in God's Kingdom.  There is no promise of Rapture for this church…

The church at Thyatira has been deemed "the corrupt church." Such a church may be thought of as one full of hypocrisy…

Again there is no promise of Rapture for this church…

The church at Sardis has been deemed "the dead church." Here there is no passion for the things of God…

The flame for Christ has gone out…

There is no promise of Rapture for this church…

However, we can be the church at Philadelphia, which has been deemed by many scholars to be "the faithful church"…

I was really encouraged by the Lord when I felt from the Holy Spirit that that is how God generally views Abundant Love Christian Church, as a church that is like the church at Philadelphia…

During the extended prayer yesterday, one of the things that I asked the Lord is that everyone here would get right with Him so that when the Rapture comes, this church will be completely empty…
Getting right with the Lord might include getting rid of unforgiveness, jealousy, hatred, and outbursts of wrath, as well as addictions, pornography, having sex outside of marriage and other types of immorality…

I don't want any of you to come to church after the Rapture and find that just about everyone else is gone…

Scripture 11: Revelation 3:7-12

7 “And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write,
‘These things says He who is holy, He who is true, “He who has the key of David, He who opens and no one shuts, and shuts and no one opens”:[c] 8 “I know your works. See, I have set before you an open door, and no one can shut it;[d] for you have a little strength, have kept My word, and have not denied My name. 9 Indeed I will make those of the synagogue of Satan, who say they are Jews and are not, but lie—indeed I will make them come and worship before your feet, and to know that I have loved you. 10 Because you have kept My command to persevere, I also will keep you from the hour of trial which shall come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth. 11 Behold,[e] I am coming quickly! Hold fast what you have, that no one may take your crown. 12 He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he shall go out no more. I will write on him the name of My God and the name of the city of My God, the New Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God. And I will write on him My new name.

Just by persevering, even with a little strength; just by keeping Christ's word and not denying His name; He will consider us faithful and rapture us…

If we persevere in our relationship with Christ, the Lord promises to give us a crown…

This passage also describes the only tattoo I ever want to get, the tattoo the Lord Jesus will give believer in heaven…

Scripture 12: Leviticus 19:28
28 You shall not make any cuttings in your flesh for the dead, nor tattoo any marks on you: I am the Lord.
The seventh church, the church at Laodicea, in Revelation 3 has been deemed to be "the lukewarm church."

Lukewarm can be described as Christians who think that there is nothing for them to repent of…

There is no promise of Rapture for these Christians…

The Christians who are left after the Rapture will only have one way of going to heaven: decapitation by the one world government…

Scripture 13: Revelation 20:4-6
4 And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was committed to them. Then I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for their witness to Jesus and for the word of God, who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received his mark on their foreheads or on their hands. And they lived and reigned with Christ for a[a] thousand years. 5 But the rest of the dead did not live again until the thousand years were finished. This is the first resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first resurrection. Over such the second death has no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand years.
Thus, to enjoy this life and be blessed the way God wants, to be prepared for earthly death, and to face the end of the world without fear, we need to spend time with the Lord Jesus…

In prayer and by what we focus on when we are done praying…

How many of you have been blessed by today's message?...

How many of you intend to try your best to get and stay right with the Lord Jesus?...

How many of you intend to spend the time that the Lord wants to spend with you and focus on the things He wants you to focus on?...
