Keep Christ in Your Boat 
(September 11, 2016, by Rev. Anthony Menzel)

The title of today's message is "Keep Christ in Your Boat."
Scripture 6: 35 On the same day, when evening had come, He said to them, “Let us cross over to the other side.” 36 Now when they had left the multitude, they took Him along in the boat as He was. And other little boats were also with Him. 37 And a great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that it was already filling. 38 But He was in the stern, asleep on a pillow. And they awoke Him and said to Him, “Teacher, do You not care that we are perishing?”
39 Then He arose and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Peace, be still!” And the wind ceased and there was a great calm. 40 But He said to them, “Why are you so fearful? How is it that you have no faith?”[d] 41 And they feared exceedingly, and said to one another, “Who can this be, that even the wind and the sea obey Him!”
I initially planned to preach today on reaching our community for the Lord Jesus…
When I was on last Monday's prayer call, I realized that many people in our church may feel weighed down by the problems in their lives…

How many of you feel that you are carrying a heavy weight?...

The passage I just shared is for you and for me…

We have to stop worrying and just be…

If we fail at something, what is the worst that can really happen?...

God will lead us down a better path for us if we stay close to the Lord Jesus…

In the name of the Lord Jesus, we have to say "Peace, be still" to the storms swirling around us…

Worry is sin…

Scripture 7: Philippians 4:6-7

6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; 7 and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.

A very wise person told me this week all we have to do is trust God and do the next right thing…

Step by step doing the next right thing…

God's plans for us are greater, richer, more wonderful than any plans we could make for ourselves…

Over the summer I went to Prince Edward Island in Canada, a place I never planned to go…

I learned about an author, Lucy Maud Montgomery, that I never knew about, and now she is one of my favorite authors…

On our trip we stopped at Acadia National Park, a place I had wanted to travel to for years, and it was a total surprise to me that we ended up being so close to that beautiful place…
"A life that's planned can be endured but it cannot be lived"…(The movie The Inn of the Sixth Happiness)

Scripture 8: Jeremiah 33:3

3 ‘Call to Me, and I will answer you, and show you great and mighty things, which you do not know.’

Scripture 9: Isaiah 55:6-9
Seek the Lord while He may be found,
Call upon Him while He is near.
7 Let the wicked forsake his way,
And the unrighteous man his thoughts;
Let him return to the Lord,
And He will have mercy on him;
And to our God,
For He will abundantly pardon.
8 “For My thoughts are not your thoughts,
Nor are your ways My ways,” says the Lord.
9 “For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
So are My ways higher than your ways,
And My thoughts than your thoughts.
Let's commit to letting go of fear and worry and really enjoying our relationship with the Lord Jesus…

Let's look at every day as time to be blessed by the Lord…

Every day is better than the last because we are getting to know  the Lord better by reading the Bible, praying, and doing our best to follow the Lord Jesus' example…

When you feel fear coming on, say what my mother always tells us to say "Victory in Jesus"…

Scripture 10: 1 Corinthians 15:57-58

57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.
Scripture 11: Psalm 34:1

I will bless the Lord at all times;
His praise shall continually be in my mouth.
Scripture 12: Psalm 22:3

But You are holy,
Enthroned in the praises of Israel.
Scripture 13: Psalm 16:11

You will show me the path of life;
In Your presence is fullness of joy;
At Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.
Scripture 14: 2 Timothy 1:7

7 For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.
