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Today I would like to discuss with you what your obedience brings or where your obedience to God will take you. In short, it will answer the question, “Why should someone be obedient?”


Let’s first see how obedience is defined in the 3rd Edition of the New Oxford American dictionary. It is described as complying or willing to comply with orders or requests. It is also being submissive to another’s will.

Now bear in mind that God or the Godhead is our Creator. We were created for His pleasure. And being the loving God that He is, He always has the best in mind for us. In Jeremiah 29:11 KJV it is written For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the LORD (YHVH), thoughts of peace and not for evil, to give you an expected end. The Amplified Version says For I know the thoughts and plans I have for you, says the Lord, thoughts and plans for welfare and peace and not for evil to give you hope in your final outcome. We may not understand why God is allowing something to happen, but we should trust His actions and His judgment, because He only wants the best for us. It is also important to recognize and understand that God is on a different wave length than we are. In Isaiah 55:8,9 it states that God’s thoughts and ways are not only different than ours but much higher than ours as high as the heavens are higher than the earth. So when we don’t understand something and need wisdom and understanding we should seek God for the needed wisdom, because He is faithful and will give wisdom to all who seek it, because He is not partial. [James 1:5]

Now for our part, we must be ready and willing to obey God. And while doing so, we need to be thankful that God gave us free will so we can make choices on our own. Being our creator God could have made us like robots that would just follow His commands and wishes without the ability to question anything. But in His infinite (limitless) wisdom, He decided that it would be much sweeter to have his creations respect and worship Him by their own free will. Then He would know who was really sincere and who wasn’t. In my spirit I feel that He would be able to immediately recognize who was faithful and trusting in Him (wheat), who were deceivers (fakers or tares) and who refused to hear and accept the Truth. All three of these groups of people would be sealing their fate. The true believers (wheat) will go to heaven, and the deceivers(tares) and those who refuse to believe the truth will be headed for destruction (eternal torment in hell)  [2 Thes. 
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2:10-12] So what are some of the things that obedient brings or what can result from our being obedient? Under the umbrella of pleasing God, I will highlight some of the benefits. 
· It enables you to live and observe God’s word. In Psalm 119:17 Amplified it is written Deal bountifully with Your servant that I may live; and I will observe Your word (hearing, receiving, loving and obeying it.)
· It will enable you to have the reverent fear of the Lord. In Deut. 10:12-13 it is written And now Israel, what does the Lord your God require of you but (reverently) to fear the Lord your God; [that is] to walk in all His ways, and to love Him, and to serve the Lord your God with all your[mind and]heart and with your entire being, To keep the commandments of the Lord and His statues which I command you today for your good? Here we see that obedience is tied to submission and being willing to comply with God’s orders.
· Similar to Abraham your obedience and willingness to trust God will be considered as righteousness (righteousness being defined as being in right standing with God). The main difference is that our righteousness is in Christ. When Abraham demonstrated his trust and faith in God Christ was not born yet. Here we see obedience gets you favor with God after which come His blessings. Because of his obedience, faith and trust in God, Abraham was blessed and was a blessing. He became the father of many nations. His family’s descendants were chosen to be in the bloodline of Jesus. His grandson Jacob was later named Israel by God, and 12 of his sons became the heads of the 12 tribes of the nation of Israel. They formed a cross around the tabernacle which the Israelites carried around which also had the Ark of the Covenant. The tribe of Levi (the high priests) surrounded the tabernacle. Then the tribes of Dan, Asher and Naphtali were on the North, the tribes of Judah, Issachar, and Zebulun were on the East, the tribes of Reuben, Simeon, and Gad were on the South, and the tribes of Benjamin, Ephraim, and Manasseh were on the West. Ephraim and Manasseh were actually Joseph’s sons who were adopted by Jacob. And in the end times they will represent the pearly gates which surround the New Jerusalem when it descends from heaven. Now as the pearly gates the original 12 sons of Jacob are represented. On the North side will be the tribes of Levi, Judah and Reuben. On the East side will be Joseph, Benjamin and Dan. On the South will be the tribes of Simeon, Issachar, and Zebulun. And on the West side will be the tribes Gad, Asher and Naphtali.
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· Obedience will enable us to be in the presence of God. In Zechariah 3:7 Amplified Version it is written Thus says the Lord of Hosts If you will walk in My ways and keep My charge, then you shall rule my house and have charge of My courts, and I will give you access(to My presence) and places to walk among these who stand here. What a glorious promise and every believer’s dream—to stand in the presence of the Lord! And God tells us how to do it. When God creates a new heaven and a new earth and the New Jerusalem comes down from the sky we will see I in all its glory. It will be 1500 miles long, wide and high. It will have 12 pearly gates 3 on each side. The walls will be 144 cubits (72 yards high). There will be no darkness, because the Lord and the Lamb are the temple, and they will be its illumination and lamp.[Rev. 21:22,23]. And the foundation stones will be breathtaking. They will be comprised of jasper, sapphire, chalcedony(white agate), emerald, onyx, sardius, chrysolite, beryl, topaz, chryoprase, jacinth, and amethyst. Streets will paved with gold and much more. And it will be only inhabited by those whose names are in the Book of Life. [Rev. 21:27] 
· If you show your love for God by being obedient to Christ, Christ will make himself fully known to you and real to you. Also He and the Father will come and abide in you. You will be their temple. This by the way is the greatest secret of the New Testament—that Christ is in you. This is why you have the ability to have great power and be an overcomer in this world. It is written Greater is He that is in you than He that is in the world. All you need do is believe.
· Your obedience brings you everlasting life. In John 3:16 Amplified Version it is written For God so greatly loved and dearly prized the world that He [even]gave up His only (begotten and Unique)Son, so that whoever believes in (trusts in, clings to, relies on) Him shall not perish, but have eternal(everlasting) life. John 6:44 says the Father will draw you to Christ  and He will raise you up on the last(judgment)day. And in John 6:39,40 it says Those given to Christ and who believeth on Him shall be raised up on the last day. In Mark 8:35 Jesus says whoever will lose his life for My sake will save it. I will always remember what a former pastor told me. He said, “You have to die to self before you can be resurrected.” You have to squash  that old man who lived in you before you were saved. 2 Cor. 5:17 KJV. says Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature, old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new. 
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· Obedience trains you to become submissive, disciplined and teachable and able to receive God’s correction so that God can mold you into a vessel that He can use to accomplish His will according to His purpose. [2 Thes. 3:16,17] Then as the righteousness in Christ the Father can send us out to do His will, and we will not return to Him void. [Ps. 55:11]
· Your obedience coupled with your faith will prompt God to bless you, and this blessing could extend itself to your descendants for many generations. And you could even break any curse that might your family may be under because of some sins committed by your forefathers. 
· By being obedient you will have God’s covering. In Ps. 55:22 Amplified Version it is written Cast your burden on the Lord [releasing the full weight of it] and He will sustain you. He will not allow the [consistently] righteous to be moved.[slip, fall or fail]. In James 4:7 it says First submit yourself unto God, the rebuke the devil and he will flee from you.
· By being obedient God will give you rest unlike our forefathers [Israelites] who were disobedient and rebellious after God delivered them out of Egypt. They wandered in wilderness for 40 years on what should have been an 11 day journey to the Promise land. And God did not allow any of the older generation who was disobedient to enter the Promise land including Moses.
· Being obedient motivates you to trust God and increase your faith. As you trust God, you will see that He is faithful, and you will gain victory after victory. You will see that God follows through with all His promises, because God is no a man that He should lie, nor the Son of Man that He should repent.]Numbers 23:19] and that we should put our trust in God and not our confidence in man.]Ps.118:8] We can consider God a vital necessity as it says in Jer. 29:13. In Him we live, breathe and have our being. 
· In the Old Testament God was known as the God that hides Himself. This was probably because anyone who looked upon the face of God could not live. But today we have new promises. 2 Cor. 1:22 God acknowledges that we are His and He has stamped His seal on us and given us His Holy Spirit as a down payment for things to come. 
· Showing our love for God by our obedience assures us that our names will be in the Lamb’s Book of Life and they will never be erased or blotted out.

[Exod. 32:33, Rev. 3:5, Dan. 12:1]
May you all be blessed as you show your obedience to God.

