Thanksgiving
 (November 20, 2016, by Rev. Anthony Menzel)

The title of today's message is "Thanksgiving..."
Sometimes we get so caught up with the battles that we are facing, that we forget to be thankful for the blessings that we currently enjoy…

When we praise the Lord Jesus, He refreshes us…

When we forget to praise Him, we wear ourselves out…

Praising the Lord Jesus is a very important weapon in the arsenal of faith…

Scripture 1: Psalm 22:3
3 But You are holy,
Enthroned in the praises of Israel.
Scripture 2: Psalm 16:11
11 You will show me the path of life;
In Your presence is fullness of joy;
At Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.
Scripture 3: Nehemiah 8:10
10 Then he said to them, “Go your way, eat the fat, drink the sweet, and send portions to those for whom nothing is prepared; for this day is holy to our Lord. Do not sorrow, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.”
One of the best ways to show the Lord Jesus that we love Him is by praising Him and being faithful to Him in difficult times…
Scripture 4: Job 1:18-21
18 While he was still speaking, another also came and said, “Your sons and daughters were eating and drinking wine in their oldest brother’s house, 19 and suddenly a great wind came from across[d] the wilderness and struck the four corners of the house, and it fell on the young people, and they are dead; and I alone have escaped to tell you!”
20 Then Job arose, tore his robe, and shaved his head; and he fell to the ground and worshiped. 21 And he said:
“Naked I came from my mother’s womb,
And naked shall I return there.
The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away;
Blessed be the name of the Lord.”
Scripture 5: Job 13:15
Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him.
Even so, I will defend my own ways before Him.
Scripture 6: Daniel 3:14-18

14 Nebuchadnezzar spoke, saying to them, “Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego, that you do not serve my gods or worship the gold image which I have set up? 15 Now if you are ready at the time you hear the sound of the horn, flute, harp, lyre, and psaltery, in symphony with all kinds of music, and you fall down and worship the image which I have made, good! But if you do not worship, you shall be cast immediately into the midst of a burning fiery furnace. And who is the god who will deliver you from my hands?”
16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego answered and said to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer you in this matter. 17 If that is the case, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and He will deliver us from your hand, O king. 18 But if not, let it be known to you, O king, that we do not serve your gods, nor will we worship the gold image which you have set up.”
If for nothing else, we praise the Lord Jesus for what He has done for us by writing our names in the Book of Life and thus securing us a place in heaven…

Scripture 7: Luke 10:7-20
17 Then the seventy[e] returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons are subject to us in Your name.”
18 And He said to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 19 Behold, I give you the authority to trample on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt you. 20 Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rather[f] rejoice because your names are written in heaven.”
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