Think about the Lord Jesus                                                                                                                           

(August 7, 2016, by Rev. Anthony Menzel)

Is there anyone who has not heard about this year's water baptisms?...

If there is…

Colossians 2:11-14

11 In Him you were also circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of the sins[c] of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, 12 buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead. 13 And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses, 14 having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross.

When we get baptized with a good understanding of what baptism means and with a good heart, we will grow spiritually…

In my case, I felt the Lord saying to me, "You are clean."
If you were baptized by sprinkling, you really should get baptized by immersion…
In baptism, we are spiritually buried, not sprinkled, for example…

Anyone who is interested in getting baptized should stay after service for this week's baptism class. This is only the second out of the five classes, so if you missed the first class, it will still be pretty easy to catch up.
****The title of today's message is "Think about the Lord Jesus."
I. We should only follow people when they are leading us in the way of the Lord Jesus:

Scripture 1: 1 Corinthians 11:1

Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ.

The apostol Paul, who the Holy Spirit used to write 1 Corinthians, told the Corinthian church to follow his example because he was following Christ's example.

Scripture 2: Ephesians 6:1-4

Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2 “Honor your father and mother,” which is the first commandment with promise: 3 “that it may be well with you and you may live long on the earth.”[a]
4 And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring them up in the training and admonition of the Lord.
The Bible teaches us to respect our parents, but if something they tell us to do is against God's Word, we should put the Lord Jesus first, not what other people tell us to do, even if they are our parents.

Scripture 3: Ephesians 5:22-28
22 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the church; and He is the Savior of the body. 24 Therefore, just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in everything.
25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, 26 that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, 27 that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish. 28 So husbands ought to love their own wives as their own bodies; he who loves his wife loves himself. 29 For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as the Lord does the church. 

The Bible does not say that women can not be in leadership positions. For example, we see a strong female leader in Deborah, who was a married woman as well as the political, spiritual, and military leader of Israel (Scripture 3b: Judges chapters 4 and 5). 

However, it does teach us that men are ideally the head of their families. They keep this authority when they are walking in the love of Christ. However, they lose this authority when they don't follow the Lord. Again, a woman should subject to her husband if he is acting the way the Lord Jesus would want him to. However, she should not do things that he wants her to do that are against God's Word.

II. Sometimes people, even our Christian mentors and role models, let us down.

When this happens, our faith should not waver.

Scripture 4: Isaiah 26:3

You will keep him in perfect peace,
Whose mind is stayed on You,
Because he trusts in You.

Scripture 5: Psalm 118:1,4-15

Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is good!
For His mercy endures forever.
4 Let those who fear the Lord now say,
“His mercy endures forever.”
5 I called on the Lord in distress;
The Lord answered me and set me in a broad place.
6 The Lord is on my side;
I will not fear.
What can man do to me?
7 The Lord is for me among those who help me;
Therefore I shall see my desire on those who hate me.
8 It is better to trust in the Lord
Than to put confidence in man.
9 It is better to trust in the Lord
Than to put confidence in princes.
10 All nations surrounded me,
But in the name of the Lord I will destroy them.
11 They surrounded me,
Yes, they surrounded me;
But in the name of the Lord I will destroy them.
12 They surrounded me like bees;
They were quenched like a fire of thorns;
For in the name of the Lord I will destroy them.
13 You pushed me violently, that I might fall,
But the Lord helped me.
14 The Lord is my strength and song,
And He has become my salvation.[a]
15 The voice of rejoicing and salvation
Is in the tents of the righteous;
The right hand of the Lord does valiantly.
Our circumstances should not dictate our level of peace and joy.

While we might be shaken sometimes, we should not let the devil steal our peace and joy.

Scripture 6: James 4:7-10

7 Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. 8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9 Lament and mourn and weep! Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up.

Christianity is not for whimps. Christianity is for warriors.

When we feel weak, we have to cry out to the Lord even more.

It is impossible for us to overcome in our flesh, but nothing is impossible for God, as it says in Matthew 19:26 and other passages (Scripture 7).

Sometimes we think - Oh, if I indulge a little bit, I'll get this desire out of my system.

However, when we indulge like that, all we do is make our flesh stronger.

Scripture 8: Romans 13:11-14

11 And do this, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep; for now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed. 12 The night is far spent, the day is at hand. Therefore let us cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of light. 13 Let us walk properly, as in the day, not in revelry and drunkenness, not in lewdness and lust, not in strife and envy. 14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts.

If we do fall down, we just have to get back up again, with the intention of not making the same mistake twice…

If you get drunk going to the bar, for example, you purpose in your heart not to go to the bar anymore…

If you get drunk again, it might be at friend's house or some other place, but it should not be in the same type of place…

Scripture 9: Proverbs 24:15-16
Do not lie in wait, O wicked man, against the dwelling of the righteous;
Do not plunder his resting place;
16 For a righteous man may fall seven times
And rise again,
But the wicked shall fall by calamity.

Scripture 10: 1 John 1:9-10

9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.

This passage has been called the Christian's First Aid because repentance is the key to healing our spirits and staying right with God.
III. When we get discouraged or even when we want to be happier than what we are, we should think about Jesus Christ.
Scripture 11: Hebrews 12:1-4

Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.
3 For consider Him who endured such hostility from sinners against Himself, lest you become weary and discouraged in your souls. 4 You have not yet resisted to bloodshed, striving against sin.

Scripture 12: 1 Corinthians 15:57-58
57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.
In the end, whether it be on earth or in heaven, we will have the victory, as long as we stay with the Lord Jesus.

So focus on the Lord Jesus instead of your problems. If something starts to bother you, bring it to the Lord in prayer. If you have to wait to intercede deeply, just think "Jesus will fix this." "It will be alright."
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