The Power of Unity - Part 1                                                                                                                           

(August 28, 2016, by Rev. Anthony Menzel)

Before I start today's message, I have to praise God for how blessed we were last week by the preaching of my wife, First Lady María Menzel…

I also want to say that God willing, she will be preaching again…

In addition, I intend to have her be in charge of praying for the children at the end of the service…
I'd like for us to give the Lord Jesus a hand clap of praise for what He did through her preaching…

I also pray that the enthusiasm for the Word of the Lord which she transmitted would be permanently infused into this body…

For example, I hope that every Sunday, when we hear the message, we would participate by saying "Amen," can be translated as "It is so" or "So be it" in Hebrew (https://www.raptureready.com/faq/faq363.html), when we know we are hearing the truth of the Word.

Now, moving on to today's message, the title of today's message is "The Power of Unity-Part 1."
Sister Lorena shared a powerful scripture during our prayer call on Monday.

Scripture 1: Psalm 133
Behold, how good and how pleasant it is
For brethren to dwell together in unity!
2 It is like the precious oil upon the head,
Running down on the beard,
The beard of Aaron,
Running down on the edge of his garments.
3 It is like the dew of Hermon,
Descending upon the mountains of Zion;
For there the Lord commanded the blessing—
Life forevermore.
Unity brings us more of the blessing that God has for us…

It makes life living and not just existing because life is full of God's blessing…

Unity is also a powerful force…

Scripture 2: Deuteronomy 32:29-30
Oh, that they were wise, that they understood this,
That they would consider their latter end!
30 How could one chase a thousand,
And two put ten thousand to flight,
Unless their Rock had sold them,
And the Lord had surrendered them?

When we are unified with God's anointing or empowerment, we become much stronger than if we work alone…

The effect in God's kingdom is so great that it can be compared not to addition but to multiplication by powers of 10, as described in this passage…

Scripture 3: Ecclesiastes 4:9-12
Two are better than one,
Because they have a good reward for their labor.
10 For if they fall, one will lift up his companion.
But woe to him who is alone when he falls,
For he has no one to help him up.
11 Again, if two lie down together, they will keep warm;
But how can one be warm alone?
12 Though one may be overpowered by another, two can withstand him.
And a threefold cord is not quickly broken.
Where there is unity, there is strength…
I would like to commend Sister Carmen for something she did last Monday…

She called into the prayer call just to say that she is in unity with the call…

Her petitions were the petitions that I have identified as key prayer points for our church:

Healing, evangelism, and a building…

She could not stay on the call, but she called just to be in unity…

Such an attitude gives added strength to the prayers of our church and to our church in general…

So how do we create an atmosphere of unity?...
1. First we have to be in unity with God...

Scripture 4: Mark 14:32-42
32 Then they came to a place which was named Gethsemane; and He said to His disciples, “Sit here while I pray.” 33 And He took Peter, James, and John with Him, and He began to be troubled and deeply distressed. 34 Then He said to them, “My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even to death. Stay here and watch.”
35 He went a little farther, and fell on the ground, and prayed that if it were possible, the hour might pass from Him. 36 And He said, “Abba, Father, all things are possible for You. Take this cup away from Me; nevertheless, not what I will, but what You will.”
37 Then He came and found them sleeping, and said to Peter, “Simon, are you sleeping? Could you not watch one hour? 38 Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.”
39 Again He went away and prayed, and spoke the same words. 40 And when He returned, He found them asleep again, for their eyes were heavy; and they did not know what to answer Him.
41 Then He came the third time and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and resting? It is enough! The hour has come; behold, the Son of Man is being betrayed into the hands of sinners. 42 Rise, let us be going. See, My betrayer is at hand.”
Our lives should not be about achieving what WE want to achieve but about achieving what God wants us to achieve for His glory…

For example, we still can and should have success on our jobs, but we should always have God's priorities…

Is work more important than our relationships with the Lord Jesus and with our loved ones?...

If so, we do not have God's priorities…

When we line ourselves up with God's Will, then He will answer our prayers…

Scripture 5: 1 John 5:11-15
11 And this is the testimony: that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. 12 He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. 13 These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life,[d] and that you may continue to believe in the name of the Son of God.
14 Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. 15 And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him.
For example, I know that the Lord Jesus wants to heal us in our bodies as well as save our souls…

Scripture 6: Isaiah 53:4-5
4 Surely He has borne our griefs
And carried our sorrows;
Yet we esteemed Him stricken,
Smitten by God, and afflicted.
5 But He was wounded for our transgressions,
He was bruised for our iniquities;
The chastisement for our peace was upon Him,
And by His stripes we are healed.
The healing ministry and promises that the Lord Jesus gave us show us that this is not just a promise of spiritual and emotional healing…
Scripture 7: John 14:12-14
12 “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and greater works than these he will do, because I go to My Father. 13 And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If you ask[c] anything in My name, I will do it.
However, the Lord Jesus never promised us that the manifestation of healing would be immediate, nor did he promise that it would come without some sort of medical treatment…

To assume that we can dictate how we receive healing or any other blessing from God is not faith but presumption…

Presumption is prideful and does not please God…

Scripture 8: Isaiah 38:1-5, 21
In those days Hezekiah was sick and near death. And Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amoz, went to him and said to him, “Thus says the Lord: ‘Set your house in order, for you shall die and not live.’”
2 Then Hezekiah turned his face toward the wall, and prayed to the Lord, 3 and said, “Remember now, O Lord, I pray, how I have walked before You in truth and with a loyal heart, and have done what is good in Your sight.” And Hezekiah wept bitterly.
4 And the word of the Lord came to Isaiah, saying, 5 “Go and tell Hezekiah, ‘Thus says the Lord, the God of David your father: “I have heard your prayer, I have seen your tears; surely I will add to your days fifteen years. 

21 Now Isaiah had said, “Let them take a lump of figs, and apply it as a poultice on the boil, and he shall recover.”
If King Hezekiah did not apply the treatment that the prophet Isaiah indicated, would he have been healed?...

Likewise, if we pray for healing and we do not receive healing by prayer alone, then we have to seek whatever medical attention is available to us…
2. Once we are in unity with God, once we are dedicated to following His Will, then, as much as possible, we need to be in unity with our loved ones… 

The first part of this unity has to be that we operate in love…

Scripture 9: Galatians 5:6
For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision avails anything, but faith working through love.

We have to wish the best for our loved ones, not be jealous of them or put them down to make ourselves feel better about our own shortcomings…

We should seek what is God's Will for our loved ones instead of trying to impose what we think is best on them…This can be especially difficult for parents…

Scripture 10: 1 Corinthians 13:4-8,13
4 Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; 5 does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; 6 does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; 7 bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
8 Love never fails. But whether there are prophecies, they will fail; whether there are tongues, they will cease; whether there is knowledge, it will vanish away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part.

13 And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love.
One thing that is very important that the Lord reminded me of recently is the importance of praying together as a family…
People who live alone can have a prayer partner in the church that they call on the phone several times a week or even daily…

If you live alone or are the only person in your household who is a believer and you are having trouble getting a prayer partner in the church, please contact me so that we can get you a prayer partner…

For those who are in a household where there are at least 2 Christians, it is important to have a little church everyday…

This will keep your family unified spiritually…

The family that prays together stays together at least in part because you are actively supporting each other on a regular basis…

You know each other's concerns and are working on facing them before the Lord Jesus…

A model that I have started to implement successfully with my family is as follows:

1) We pray together every day except for Sunday (church) and Monday (prayer conference call night) unless there is a very special occasion.

2) Each night one member of the family is in charge of praying. By only having one person pray, the prayer does not have to take long…A lot of times it may only be 5 minutes, but by having a shorter time of prayer, it is easier to have this prayer time every day…

Consistency is very important because each day you see what each other's concerns are and are lifting each other up in prayer…

3) At the end of the prayer, the person who prayed shares a scripture verse…

As the spiritual head of the household, I ask the person what that verse means to them…

I also usually ask Destiny because she is a young person even if it is not her turn, and it is important that the youth grow in their knowledge of the Word…

4) Minors wait to be dismissed at the end of each meeting, and they are taught to be respectful by closing their eyes, for example, during the prayer…

I really encourage everyone in the church to unite themselves with the Lord Jesus and then to unite with their families in prayer because then we will all be stronger, better Christians…

Our families will also be more united and happier…

And when our families are stronger, then our church will be stronger, and we will be able to do more to advance God's Kingdom…
