The Power of Unity - Part 2                                                                                                                           

(September 4, 2016, by Rev. Anthony Menzel)

What was the key word from last week's preaching? [Unity…]

Accordingly, the title of today's message is "The Power of Unity-Part 2."
Last week how does unity begin in the body of Christ? [an individual being united with the Lord Jesus and His Will…]

After we are in unity with Christ on an individual level, what is the next level of unity? [as family units…]

How did the homework of praying together as a family during this past week? And I mean more than just saying grace before meals…

Do we have any testimonies?...

The next level of unity is at the level of the local church:
Scripture 1: 1 Corinthians 12:12-25,27
12 For as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of that one body, being many, are one body, so also is Christ. 13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free—and have all been made to drink into[c] one Spirit. 14 For in fact the body is not one member but many.
15 If the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I am not of the body,” is it therefore not of the body? 16 And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I am not of the body,” is it therefore not of the body? 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would be the hearing? If the whole were hearing, where would be the smelling? 18 But now God has set the members, each one of them, in the body just as He pleased. 19 And if they were all one member, where would the body be?
20 But now indeed there are many members, yet one body. 21 And the eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you”; nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22 No, much rather, those members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary. 23 And those members of the body which we think to be less honorable, on these we bestow greater honor; and our unpresentable parts have greater modesty, 24 but our presentable parts have no need. But God composed the body, having given greater honor to that part which lacks it, 25 that there should be no schism in the body, but that the members should have the same care for one another. 
27 Now you are the body of Christ, and members individually. 
In the local church, everyone's contributions should be valued. 

Whether a person helps set up or put away equipment and/or gives offerings and/or prays for the church and/or has a position in the church, his or her contribution is important.

Christians are not supposed to be lone wolf Christians…

The Bible tells us that we have to be in fellowship with one another…

Scripture 2: Hebrews 10:24-25

24 And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, 25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.

We can't just be concerned about ourselves and our own families - As Christians, we also have to be concerned about our brothers and sisters in Christ…
It's pretty hard to be concerned about people if you have no connection with other people…

That's one of the main reasons why it's pretty hard to be right with the Lord if we do not come to church…

As Christians, we are also supposed to be reaching people for the Lord Jesus…

Scripture 3: Matthew 28:18-20

18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go therefore[c] and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.[
Some people might say that the Lord was only talking to the eleven apostles that remained after His Crucifixion.
However, the Great Commission applies to all Christians…

Scripture 4: John 14:12

12 “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and greater works 
than these he will do, because I go to My Father.
That's why we are giving out these tracts to the congregation today, to help you invite people that the Lord puts in your path to church…
***How can we have greater unity in the body of Christ?

1) There should be absolutely NO jealousy in the church…

Scripture 5: 1 Corinthians 12:26

26 And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; or if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it.

What is it called when the human body attacks itself? [An autoimmune disease…]

So we should not be attacking each other in the church…

We should not be talking badly about each other but praying for each other…

Scripture 6: Galatians 5:13-15
13 For you, brethren, have been called to liberty; only do not use liberty as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. 14 For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”[b] 15 But if you bite and devour one another, beware lest you be consumed by one another!
2) Another important factor in maintaining unity is respecting church leaders…

Scripture 7: Hebrews 13:7,17
7 Remember those who rule over you, who have spoken the word of God to you, whose faith follow, considering the outcome of their conduct.

17 Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for your souls, as those who must give account. Let them do so with joy and not with grief, for that would be unprofitable for you.
I would never tell anyone to follow a religious leader blindly…
At Abundant Love, our church constitution even sets up a presbytery, a group of religious leaders, to run the church to avoid concentrating power in the hands of one person…

One person can make mistakes or go astray, but it's a lot harder for four people to all go astray at the same time…

In fact, three of the four members of the presbytery are to monitor the Senior Pastor…

If he or she (in this case me) goes astray with the respect of the things of God, these three spiritual leaders are supposed to help the Senior Pastor to get back on track, and if he or she refuses to do so, the other three members of the presbytery are supposed to remove him or her from being Senior Pastor…

While I would never tell anyone to follow someone else blindly, what I do think happens sometimes, particularly in smaller churches like ours and with pastors like me, who admit that they are far from perfect and open themselves up to a lot of input from the congregation, is that people lose some of the respect that they should have for the Senior Pastor…

And sometimes they also lose respect for some or all of the rest of the church leaders…

We church leaders are watching out for the spiritual well-being of those who attend church here at Abundant Love…

If what we ask does not go against the Word of God, then the rest of the church should try their best to comply with what is being asked…
For example, if I know that some people have trouble being in church for more than 2 hours, that does not always mean that our service will be exactly 2 hours. However, it does mean that sometimes I may feel that it is best for me to tell people to wait till the following week to share a testimony or to make an announcement…

Some people get very easily offended when I make such a request, but that should not be the case because we should all remember that as the Senior Pastor, I have to be concerned about the spiritual well-being of everyone attending service…

If we start a program in the church, you should pray about how you can participate in it…

If you don't really like the program, perhaps you will not do a lot to support it, but you should not complain about it…

If you have a problem with it, you should contact me as the Senior Pastor instead of talking behind my back…

Complaining and murmuring weakens our church…

Getting clarification will strengthen it…

The church leadership may still decide to continue with the program, but your concerns may help us to present it to the church in a better way…

Remember that if the other leaders and I are happy about leading the congregation because the congregation is very supportive of us, then we will be able to do more for the Lord, and everyone will be more blessed than if the leadership does not have that support…

Scripture 8: Nehemiah 8:10

10 Then he said to them, “Go your way, eat the fat, drink the sweet, and send portions to those for whom nothing is prepared; for this day is holy to our Lord. Do not sorrow, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.”
3) Before mentioning one last way that we can foster greater unity in the church, I want to mention that the last level of unity occurs when different churches are able to unify.

This level of unity can occur when church members respect each other…

For example, I want us to get people to come to our church who do not currently have a church home or who are not yet followers of Christ…

Trying to take people from other churches that have sound doctrine is doing very little for the Lord, unless that person is being mistreated in some way in that church, in which case that church is no longer a church of sound doctrine…

When churches respect each other, then we can work together on city-wide, county-wide, nationwide, and even global levels to bring about change in the world…

Scripture 9: Ephesians 4:11-16

11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, 13 till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; 14 that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, 15 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head—Christ— 16 from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love.
For example, I am a pastor and a teacher…

Rev. Mary is an evangelist because she is a minister whose ministry focuses on winning souls for the Lord Jesus…

Apostles generally found multiple churches…

Thus, we do not have any apostles at Abundant Love…

I do not consider myself to be an apostle because I have only founded one church, Abundant Love…

While I have received words of prophecy, I have had the experience of the Holy Spirit telling me something that is going to happen to the future, such experiences do not happen with me frequently enough and with enough people for me to consider myself a prophet…

I may be one, but I prefer to err on the side of caution and just call myself a pastor and a teacher…

Hopefully, as our church becomes stronger, we will be able to work with other churches even more and thus effect even greater change in our community…

4) Another thing that helps to create greater unity in the church is when we remember that it is an honor to serve the Lord…

I have seen people leave leadership positions in the church as if it were no big deal…

But every position in the church is an honor…
Scripture 10: Acts 6:1-7

Now in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplying, there arose a complaint against the Hebrews by the Hellenists,[a] because their widows were neglected in the daily distribution. 2 Then the twelve summoned the multitude of the disciples and said, “It is not desirable that we should leave the word of God and serve tables. 3 Therefore, brethren, seek out from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business; 4 but we will give ourselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of the word.”
5 And the saying pleased the whole multitude. And they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit, and Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas, a proselyte from Antioch, 6 whom they set before the apostles; and when they had prayed, they laid hands on them.
7 Then the word of God spread, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests were obedient to the faith.
I count it a privilege and an honor to stand before you all yet another week as your pastor…
So how many of you are ready to have our church be stronger by resisting all jealousy in the church, honoring the church leadership, and appreciating the honor of having a way of serving the Lord, whether you have a title in the church or not?

