Ears to Hear
 (November 5, 2017, by Rev. Anthony Menzel)

Today’s message is entitled “Ears to Hear.”
Scripture 1: 2 Timothy 4:1-5
I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge the living and the dead at[a] His appearing and His kingdom: 2 Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching. 3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; 4 and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables. 5 But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.If we always have the victory in Jesus Christ, there is no reason to move away from Him…

I have heard that people get tired of hearing about the same topic in church…
We have to make sure that our hearts are right with the Lord…
If we are getting bored with church, that is an indication that something is wrong…

If you know so much that you are bored, then you should talk to one of the pastors about helping out more…

Instead of sitting in the pews, challenge yourself…

It really isn’t right to say that you’re bored and at that same, you remain comfortable in the pews…

It could be that you become one of the people who collect the offering or help with translation or help with the children…

You could share a word regarding what you have studied in the Bible on your own during the week…

Scripture 2: 1 Corinthians 14:26-33
26 How is it then, brethren? Whenever you come together, each of you has a psalm, has a teaching, has a tongue, has a revelation, has an interpretation. Let all things be done for edification. 27 If anyone speaks in a tongue, let there be two or at the most three, each in turn, and let one interpret. 28 But if there is no interpreter, let him keep silent in church, and let him speak to himself and to God. 29 Let two or three prophets speak, and let the others judge. 30 But if anything is revealed to another who sits by, let the first keep silent. 31 For you can all prophesy one by one, that all may learn and all may be encouraged. 32 And the spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets. 33 For God is not the author of confusion but of peace, as in all the churches of the saints.
I am here to challenge all those who may be bored with church sometimes to challenge yourselves spiritually…
I will let you answer three questions:

1) What can I do to help out more at church?

2) What Bible passage, Christian song, or testimony can I bring to share at the church?

3) What else can I seek God for?
In the passage we just read, it speaks of giving a message in tongues to the congregation or speaking in tongues in order to have special communication with God…

If you are bored with church, have you sought the Lord in order to receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit, the evidence of which is speaking in tongues?

Very few people in our church speak in tongues, but this should not be so…

Every Christian should experience getting immersed or baptized in the Holy Spirit with the evidence of speaking in tongues unless he or she gets saved at the very end of their life…

For example, the thief on the cross, which represents the person who gets saved on their deathbed, would not have time to receive the baptism in the Holy Spirit…

But everyone else should…

Not only should everyone receive this gift, but each one of us should practice it continually…

Receiving it can take hours of prayer…

Sometimes I have prayed for people to receive the baptism in the Holy Spirit during prayer meetings…

However, one of the reasons I don’t think I have ever been led to pray for people to receive the baptism in the Holy Spirit during Sunday services is because the time we have on Sundays is limited…
What does this boil down to?

If you are bored, can you ask for God to help you to grow more spiritually?

Can you ask him for the baptism in the Holy Spirit with the evidence of speaking in tongues?

Can you ask him to use you to evangelize, which means to reach other people for the Lord Jesus, that they would give their hearts to Christ and live for Him?
Can you ask the Lord to develop spiritual fruit and gifts in you so that you can edify or build up the body of Christ?

Can you ask the Lord to bless you to come to church not just to receive but to bring a word, a song, or a testimony to share?

If you tell me, Pastor Anthony, I am struggling with sin in my life…

I know that I am not right with the Lord…

I can not have a position in the church for this reason…

However, I don’t care what sin you are struggling with, you can always share a testimony, a song, or Bible verse…

Now if you want to preach a sermon, you need to talk to me first…

To be clear, if you are going to share more than one passage or explain the word for more than about 5-10 minutes, I should know in advance…

But if it’s one passage that touched you, you can bring that every single week…

And it doesn’t matter if you are struggling with sin…

You can still share how the Lord is blessing you…

Those of you who are attending the class on how to complete your daily devotional could share something each week…

Do we necessarily have time for that if I preach a complete sermon? No…but if enough of you felt strongly that you wanted to share what you are learning, then we could make time for that…

If someone comes up to me and says, Pastor Anthony, I would like to share a word that God is given me in a sermon…I would like to preach…
You may not be able to preach right away, but chances are 99% sure that I will help you prepare yourself so that you could preach the message you are feeling from the Lord in the future…

That future might be weeks or months, but if you are faithful to the Lord Jesus, the time will come when you can preach…

There are few churches that are as open to people growing spiritually as ours is because there are few pastors as open to people progressing in the body of Christ and helping them to advance in position as I am…

I have other areas in which I am weak, but I know one of my strengths is being open to people’s ideas and being open to helping them grow spiritually…

Here is another passage in which we are encouraged to share with each other what God is doing in our lives…

Scripture 3: Ephesians 5:15-21
15 See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, 16 redeeming the time, because the days are evil.
17 Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 18 And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit, 19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord, 20 giving thanks always for all things to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 21 submitting to one another in the fear of God.
Here is yet another scripture in which we are taught that we should share with each other, that we should teach each other what God is teaching us…

Scripture 4: Colossians 3:16
16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.

***One of the questions we have to ask ourselves if we start to get bored with church is what are we coming to church for? Are we coming to be entertained, or are we coming to grow spiritually? Are we coming just to receive, or are we coming to give or contribute something, too?
Scripture 5: Hebrews 10:23-25
23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, 25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.
Are we bored because we are growing colder toward God? Are we starting to waver in our faith?
Are we bored because we are not considering anyone else but ourselves? Do we want to be stirred up, but we are not interested in stirring anyone else up for the Lord?

If you say, Pastor Anthony, I want to help, but I am still too shy to get up and talk in front of people, can you help out by coming early to service and helping to set up for service, or  staying after and helping to put things away? Could you help out in the kitchen cooking? 

Could you still seek the Lord to be baptized or immersed in the Holy Spirit with the evidence of speaking in tongues?...[Yes]

Regardless of whether we are introverts or extroverts, we can all contribute to the body of Christ, and we can all grow spiritually…
I want to show you how I know that the baptism in the Holy Spirit is for everyone…
Scripture 6: Acts 10:24-48
24 And the following day they entered Caesarea. Now Cornelius was waiting for them, and had called together his relatives and close friends. 25 As Peter was coming in, Cornelius met him and fell down at his feet and worshiped him. 26 But Peter lifted him up, saying, “Stand up; I myself am also a man.” 27 And as he talked with him, he went in and found many who had come together. 28 Then he said to them, “You know how unlawful it is for a Jewish man to keep company with or go to one of another nation. But God has shown me that I should not call any man common or unclean. 29 Therefore I came without objection as soon as I was sent for. I ask, then, for what reason have you sent for me?”
30 So Cornelius said, “Four days ago I was fasting until this hour; and at the ninth hour[c] I prayed in my house, and behold, a man stood before me in bright clothing, 31 and said, ‘Cornelius, your prayer has been heard, and your alms are remembered in the sight of God. 32 Send therefore to Joppa and call Simon here, whose surname is Peter. He is lodging in the house of Simon, a tanner, by the sea.[d] When he comes, he will speak to you.’ 33 So I sent to you immediately, and you have done well to come. Now therefore, we are all present before God, to hear all the things commanded you by God.”
Preaching to Cornelius’ Household
34 Then Peter opened his mouth and said: “In truth I perceive that God shows no partiality. 35 But in every nation whoever fears Him and works righteousness is accepted by Him. 36 The word which God sent to the children of Israel, preaching peace through Jesus Christ—He is Lord of all— 37 that word you know, which was proclaimed throughout all Judea, and began from Galilee after the baptism which John preached: 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him. 39 And we are witnesses of all things which He did both in the land of the Jews and in Jerusalem, whom they[e] killed by hanging on a tree. 40 Him God raised up on the third day, and showed Him openly, 41 not to all the people, but to witnesses chosen before by God, even to us who ate and drank with Him after He arose from the dead. 42 And He commanded us to preach to the people, and to testify that it is He who was ordained by God to be Judge of the living and the dead. 43 To Him all the prophets witness that, through His name, whoever believes in Him will receive remission of sins.”
The Holy Spirit Falls on the Gentiles
44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who heard the word. 45 And those of the circumcision who believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles also. 46 For they heard them speak with tongues and magnify God.
Then Peter answered, 47 “Can anyone forbid water, that these should not be baptized who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48 And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then they asked him to stay a few days.
I know from yet another passage that this receiving of the Holy Spirit refers to the baptism in the Holy Spirit…
Scripture 7: Matthew 3:11
11 I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.[b]
The baptism in the Holy Spirit opens you up to operating in the other gifts of the Holy Spirit…
Scripture 8: 1 Corinthians 12:4-11
4 There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 There are differences of ministries, but the same Lord. 6 And there are diversities of activities, but it is the same God who works all in all. 7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all: 8 for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same[b] Spirit, 10 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11 But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually as He wills.
Notice that many of the gifts do not have to be used in front of a lot of people, which is good news for people who are shy or do not feel called to be in leadership…
The word of wisdom is when God tells you what to do or what someone else should do…

This can be shared on a one-on-one level…

The word of knowledge is when God tells you supernaturally what someone has done in the past or is doing in the present…
Again this can be a private gift…

The only gifts that generally have to be used with a group of people would be to give a message in tongues to a group of people, which is different kinds of tongues…

Or the interpretation of such a message…

Another area in which we should always grow is the fruit of the Spirit…
Scripture 9: Galatians 5:22-23
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. 

So should we ever become bored with church? [No]
I am going to declare over us today that God will give us ears to hear instead of itching ears so that we will always grow spiritually because being a Christian should never be boring…

Scripture 10: 2 Corinthians 3:17-18
17 Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.
Here is one of the passages that speaks of having ears to hear…
Scripture 11: Matthew 13:10-23
10 And the disciples came and said to Him, “Why do You speak to them in parables?”
11 He answered and said to them, “Because it has been given to you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been given. 12 For whoever has, to him more will be given, and he will have abundance; but whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken away from him. 13 Therefore I speak to them in parables, because seeing they do not see, and hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand. 14 And in them the prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled, which says:
‘Hearing you will hear and shall not understand,
And seeing you will see and not perceive;
15 For the hearts of this people have grown dull.
Their ears are hard of hearing,
And their eyes they have closed,
Lest they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears,
Lest they should understand with their hearts and turn,
So that I should[a] heal them.’[b]
16 But blessed are your eyes for they see, and your ears for they hear; 17 for assuredly, I say to you that many prophets and righteous men desired to see what you see, and did not see it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it.
The Parable of the Sower Explained
18 “Therefore hear the parable of the sower: 19 When anyone hears the word of the kingdom, and does not understand it, then the wicked one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart. This is he who received seed by the wayside.20 But he who received the seed on stony places, this is he who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21 yet he has no root in himself, but endures only for a while. For when tribulation or persecution arises because of the word, immediately he stumbles. 22 Now he who received seed among the thorns is he who hears the word, and the cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and he becomes unfruitful. 23 But he who received seed on the good ground is he who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and produces: some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.”
Let us pray to have ears to hear instead of itching ears…
