Let Jesus Christ Enter Your Life to Stay
 (March 26, 2017, by Rev. Anthony Menzel)

The title of today's message is "Let Jesus Christ Enter Your Life to Stay."
Today we are going to celebrate Holy Communion…
Now that we have listened to a series of strong messages related to repentance, I feel in my spirit that we are ready for this message…

I originally planned this message three months ago, but we finally have arrived to the point where I feel the Holy Spirit releasing me to give this message…

Communion represents the oneness of the believer with the Holy Trinity…

Scripture 1: John 17:20-23
20 “I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will[e] believe in Me through their word; 21 that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me. 22 And the glory which You gave Me I have given them, that they may be one just as We are one: 23 I in them, and You in Me; that they may be made perfect in one, and that the world may know that You have sent Me, and have loved them as You have loved Me.
Scripture 2: 1 Corinthians 6:18-20

18 Flee sexual immorality. Every sin that a man does is outside the body, but he who commits sexual immorality sins against his own body. 19 Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own? 20 For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body[c] and in your spirit, which are God’s.

God loves us so much that He actually makes His home inside of us…

There are at least four main keys to letting that oneness that we have as followers of Christ manifest in our lives:

1) Communicate with the Lord Jesus all the time through daily prayer, which includes both praising Him and asking for things:

Scripture 3: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
16 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.

Jesus Christ is bigger than any problem that we could face.

Scripture 4: 1 John 4:4

4 You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, because He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world.

The Lord Jesus created us to be overcomers in Him:

We lose our victory when we take our focus off of the Lord Jesus…

The good news is that it is easy to get our victory back: We just have to shift our focus back to Jesus Christ…

Scripture 5: Isaiah 26:3-4
3 You will keep him in perfect peace,
Whose mind is stayed on You,
Because he trusts in You.
4 Trust in the Lord forever,
For in YAH, the Lord, is everlasting strength.[a]
Scripture 6: Philippians 4:8

8 Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy—meditate on these things. 
When we face obstacles we do not know how to overcome, we should ask the Lord for His help through prayer…

Scripture 7: Philippians 4:6-7

6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; 7 and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.

We can not overcome the challenges of life on our own effectively…

We often bear unnecessary burdens because we try to carry things that we are supposed to let the Lord Jesus carry…

Scripture 8: Philippians 4:13

13 I can do all things through Christ[b] who strengthens me.

Scripture 9: Matthew 11:28-30
28 Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.”

2) The second key I want to mention is the study of the Word, 

Scripture 10: James 1:21-25
21 Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls.
22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing his natural face in a mirror; 24 for he observes himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he was. 25 But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does.
3) In this passage, we not only see the importance of studying God's Word, but we also see the importance of obeying it.

Obedience to Christ is the third key I want to mention regarding letting the Lord Jesus enter into our lives…

4) The fourth key I want to mention is part of obedience, but it is so important that I will mention it separately…

This fourth key is attending church faithfully…

Scripture 11: Hebrews 10:24-25

24 And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, 25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.

Sometimes we think we are okay spiritually, but when we hear the Word of God from an anointed teacher, we realize that there are some things we need to adjust in our lives in order to stay close to the Lord Jesus…

At church we also bless our fellow brothers and sisters in Christ…

It is wrong to ignore biological family members…

So it's also wrong to forget about the members of our spiritual family…

As we celebrate the Holy Supper, let us open the doors of our hearts today to the best friend we could ever have, the Holy Trinity...

Let us make this time a special commitment to Him so that He can enter our hearts and lives to stay…

Scripture 12: John 6:53-58

53 Then Jesus said to them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have no life in you. 54 Whoever eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day. 55 For My flesh is food indeed,[h] and My blood is drink indeed. 56 He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood abides in Me, and I in him. 57 As the living Father sent Me, and I live because of the Father, so he who feeds on Me will live because of Me. 58 This is the bread which came down from heaven—not as your fathers ate the manna, and are dead. He who eats this bread will live forever.”
As a symbol of what we have done by accepting the Lord Jesus as our Lord and Savior and as a symbol of what we do by following Him, let us prepare to partake of the Holy Supper…

First we must have a time of repentance…
Based on the past three weeks of messages, we should know the list of sins that we definitely need to eliminate from our lives in order to prepare for communion…

They include unforgiveness, doubt, and ungratefulness, as we have discussed previously…

I also want to reminds us that these sins include the following:
Scripture 13: Galatians 5:19-21

19 Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery,[c]fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, 21 envy, murders,[d] drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.
Scripture 14: 1 Corinthians 6:9-10

9 Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals,[a] nor sodomites, 10 nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God. 
Scripture 15: Revelation 21:8

8 But the cowardly, unbelieving,[e] abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.” 

Having reviewed these sins, let the Holy Spirit tell you, which ones you may need to still work on…

Also let Him tell you if there are any other sins He wants you to get rid of, to remove all the barriers that hinder God's blessings from your life…

Scripture 16: 1 Corinthians 11:27-32

27 Therefore whoever eats this bread or drinks this cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of the body and blood[d] of the Lord. 28 But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of the bread and drink of the cup. 29 For he who eats and drinks in an unworthy manner[e] eats and drinks judgment to himself, not discerning the Lord’s[f] body. 30 For this reason many are weak and sick among you, and many sleep. 31 For if we would judge ourselves, we would not be judged. 32 But when we are judged, we are chastened by the Lord, that we may not be condemned with the world.

So let us have special time of reflection following our Confession of Faith, which is based on Romans 10:9-10 and Acts 17:30.

Confession of Faith…

Repentance…

Now through this time of closeness with the Lord, let us dedicate our hearts to Him 
Scripture 17: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26

23 For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you: that the Lord Jesus on the same night in which He was betrayed took bread; 24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, “Take, eat;[b] this is My body which is broken[c] for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” 25 In the same manner He also took the cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death till He comes.
