Firm, Immovable Soldiers for Christ
 (October 22, 2017, by Rev. Anthony Menzel)

Today’s message is entitled “Firm, Immovable Soldiers for Christ.”
I felt that the Lord wanted me to start this message with one of the verses we read last week…
Scripture 1: 1 Corinthians 15:57-58

57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.
If we always have the victory in Jesus Christ, there is no reason to move away from Him…

I am very grateful that the Lord Jesus does not require us to be the strongest soldiers, with the biggest spiritual muscles…

He does not want Christians to compete with each other to see who can do the best…

***1) He just wants us to be faithful and to do our individual best…

Scripture 2: Revelation 3:8, 10-11
8 “I know your works. See, I have set before you an open door, and no one can shut it;[d] for you have a little strength, have kept My word, and have not denied My name. 9 Indeed I will make those of the synagogue of Satan, who say they are Jews and are not, but lie—indeed I will make them come and worship before your feet, and to know that I have loved you. 10 Because you have kept My command to persevere, I also will keep you from the hour of trial which shall come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth. 11 Behold,[e] I am coming quickly! Hold fast what you have, that no one may take your crown. 12 He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he shall go out no more. I will write on him the name of My God and the name of the city of My God, the New Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God. And I will write on him My new name.
13 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”’
***2) As I said before, there is no competition in the body of Christ…
We should all be working to advance the Kingdom of God…

We all should be working for the same goal…

We all have an important part to play in that mission, just like in the military…

I can give a clear example of this in our church…

Right now my wife is the main translator in the church, as well as being the Director of Youth Ministry…

Now that she is working outside of the home, I am not sure how frequently she can meet with the youth during the workweek…

It would be really great if someone else could translate, at least sometimes, so that she could meet with the youth, at least sometimes, on Sundays…

However, few people want to serve as translators…

Being a translator might seem not as important as other jobs in the church…

However, it is actually a very important job…

If our church wants to be a church of the future, we need to have translation…

As our children grow, they are going to make friends with at least some people who do not speak Spanish…
Some of them will probably marry people who do not speak Spanish…

If the church wants to be relevant in the next generation, we cannot only speak Spanish…

If the church wants to reach out to our friends and family members who do not speak Spanish, we cannot only speak Spanish…

Thus, the translator is a critical position,

but few people want to even try to be trained for this position…

Interestingly enough, that was the position I had before God called me to become a minister…

I was a translator at an English-speaking church…

I would translate service via headsets from English into Spanish…

I would work on Wednesdays, Fridays, and Sundays…

I would translate every part of the service, including the musical worship…

When God saw that I was faithful as translator, then He gave me a promotion of sorts…

He called me to become the leader of the Spanish service at that church…

Having testified of all this, we can see that every part, every position, in the body of Christ is important…

Scripture 3: Galatians 5:14-15
14 For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”[b]15 But if you bite and devour one another, beware lest you be consumed by one another!
Scripture 4: 1 Corinthians 12:12-26
12 For as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of that one body, being many, are one body, so also is Christ. 13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free—and have all been made to drink into[c] one Spirit. 14 For in fact the body is not one member but many.
15 If the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I am not of the body,” is it therefore not of the body? 16 And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I am not of the body,” is it therefore not of the body? 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would be the hearing? If the whole were hearing, where would be the smelling? 18 But now God has set the members, each one of them, in the body just as He pleased. 19 And if they were all one member, where would the body be?
20 But now indeed there are many members, yet one body. 21 And the eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you”; nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22 No, much rather, those members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary. 23 And those members of the body which we think to be less honorable, on these we bestow greater honor; and our unpresentable parts have greater modesty, 24 but our presentable parts have no need. But God composed the body, having given greater honor to that part which lacks it, 25 that there should be no schism in the body, but that the members should have the same care for one another. 26 And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; or if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it.
Now we are going to see an example of how someone who seems of less importance in the body of Christ is actually very important…

Scripture 5: Acts 9:10-19
10 Now there was a certain disciple at Damascus named Ananias; and to him the Lord said in a vision, “Ananias.”
And he said, “Here I am, Lord.”
11 So the Lord said to him, “Arise and go to the street called Straight, and inquire at the house of Judas for one called Saul of Tarsus, for behold, he is praying.12 And in a vision he has seen a man named Ananias coming in and putting hishand on him, so that he might receive his sight.”
13 Then Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much harm he has done to Your saints in Jerusalem. 14 And here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call on Your name.”
15 But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen vessel of Mine to bear My name before Gentiles, kings, and the children of Israel. 16 For I will show him how many things he must suffer for My name’s sake.”
17 And Ananias went his way and entered the house; and laying his hands on him he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus,[b] who appeared to you on the road as you came, has sent me that you may receive your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 Immediately there fell from his eyes something like scales, and he received his sight at once; and he arose and was baptized.
19 So when he had received food, he was strengthened. Then Saul spent some days with the disciples at Damascus.
Saul became the Apostle Paul, whom God used to write much of the New Testament, found churches, and perform great miracles…
Ananias was a follower of Christ, who is only mentioned once, in Acts 9…

However, without Ananias, Paul would never have been baptized…

Paul needed Ananias' help to start his ministry…

As I said before, the only person each of us should compete with is oneself…

Scripture 6: 2 Corinthians 3:17-18
17 Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.
*** 3) We will constantly be improving…
We have to let go of the idea that we will ever be done growing in God's Kingdom…

Scripture 7: Proverbs 24:16

For a righteous man may fall seven times
And rise again,
But the wicked shall fall by calamity.
Constant growth does not mean that what we are doing is not good, as long as we are trying our best…

It just means that we will always be getting even better…

One thing is to say to someone that you are doing badly, so you must do better…

Another thing is to say that as you continue to grow, you are doing even better than before…

Scripture 8: Matthew 25:14-30
14 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a man traveling to a far country, who called his own servants and delivered his goods to them. 15 And to one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one, to each according to his own ability; and immediately he went on a journey. 16 Then he who had received the five talents went and traded with them, and made another five talents. 17 And likewise he who had received two gained two more also. 18 But he who had received one went and dug in the ground, and hid his lord’s money. 19 After a long time the lord of those servants came and settled accounts with them.
20 “So he who had received five talents came and brought five other talents, saying, ‘Lord, you delivered to me five talents; look, I have gained five more talents besides them.’ 21 His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’ 22 He also who had received two talents came and said, ‘Lord, you delivered to me two talents; look, I have gained two more talents besides them.’ 23 His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’
24 “Then he who had received the one talent came and said, ‘Lord, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you have not sown, and gathering where you have not scattered seed. 25 And I was afraid, and went and hid your talent in the ground. Look, there you have what is yours.’
26 “But his lord answered and said to him, ‘You wicked and lazy servant, you knew that I reap where I have not sown, and gather where I have not scattered seed.27 So you ought to have deposited my money with the bankers, and at my coming I would have received back my own with interest. 28 Therefore take the talent from him, and give it to him who has ten talents.
29 ‘For to everyone who has, more will be given, and he will have abundance; but from him who does not have, even what he has will be taken away. 30 And cast the unprofitable servant into the outer darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’
*** 4) God only expects you to use the things that you have…
He does not expect you to use things that you do not have…

It's kind of like our church…

He does not expect us to do all of the things that churches do when they have their own buildings,

but I feel He is pleased with us because we do our best to serve under the circumstances under which we are currently working…

*** 5) It is very important that we be consistent in our service for Christ…

Scripture 9: 2 Timothy 2:1-7
You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 2 And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also. 3 You therefore must endure[a]hardship as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. 4 No one engaged in warfare entangles himself with the affairs of this life, that he may please him who enlisted him as a soldier. 5 And also if anyone competes in athletics, he is not crowned unless he competes according to the rules. 6 The hardworking farmer must be first to partake of the crops. 7 Consider what I say, and may[b] the Lord give you understanding in all things.
Some people are consistent for a time, and then they are missing in action (MIA)…

Scripture 10: 1 Timothy 1:18-19
18 This charge I commit to you, son Timothy, according to the prophecies previously made concerning you, that by them you may wage the good warfare, 19 having faith and a good conscience, which some having rejected, concerning the faith have suffered shipwreck, 

***6) We have to be keep fighting ourselves, not just tell others to fight…

Scripture 11: 1 Timothy 6:12
6 Now godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain[c] we can carry nothing out. 8 And having food and clothing, with these we shall be content. 9 But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and harmful lusts which drown men in destruction and perdition. 10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.
The Good Confession
11 But you, O man of God, flee these things and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, gentleness. 12 Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, to which you were also called and have confessed the good confession in the presence of many witnesses. 13 I urge you in the sight of God who gives life to all things, and before Christ Jesus who witnessed the good confession before Pontius Pilate, 14 that you keep this commandment without spot, blameless until our Lord Jesus Christ’s appearing, 15 which He will manifest in His own time, He who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings and Lord of lords, 16 who alone has immortality, dwelling in unapproachable light, whom no man has seen or can see, to whom be honor and everlasting power. Amen.
Scripture 12: 1 Corinthians 9:24-27
24 Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may obtain it. 25 And everyone who competes for the prize is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for an imperishable crown. 26 Therefore I run thus: not with uncertainty. Thus I fight: not as one who beats the air. 27 But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I have preached to others, I myself should become disqualified.
*** 7) We have to keep fighting until we reach our goal, which is ultimately to get to be with the Lord Jesus for all eternity…
Scripture 13: 2 Timothy 4:5-8

I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge the living and the dead at[a] His appearing and His kingdom: 2 Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching. 3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; 4 and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables. 5 But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.
Paul’s Valedictory
6 For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure is at hand. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.
Notice it does not say that the crown is just for the biggest, brightest, or strongest in God's Kingdom…

It is for all who loved His appearing…

The key is to do your best to serve Him, to persevere…
