Stay Enthusiastic About Jesus Christ
 (July 16, 2017, by Rev. Anthony Menzel)

The title of today’s message is “Stay Enthusiastic About Jesus Christ.”

We have to appreciate our blessings.
Scripture 1: Psalm 122:1
I was glad when they said to me,
“Let us go into the house of the Lord.”

Are we glad to come to church?

Are we excited about prayer?

Are we excited to read the Bible?

Are we glad that we can become better people by letting God us change us as we pray and study His Word?

Or is serving the Lord a drag for us?

Do we do it because we know we should but we wish we did not have to be so faithful?

We have to make sure that we stay excited about Jesus Christ…

Scripture 2: Revelation 2:1-6
The Loveless Church
2 “To the angel of the church of Ephesus write,
‘These things says He who holds the seven stars in His right hand, who walks in the midst of the seven golden lampstands: 2 “I know your works, your labor, your patience, and that you cannot bear those who are evil. And you have tested those who say they are apostles and are not, and have found them liars; 3 and you have persevered and have patience, and have labored for My name’s sake and have not become weary. 4 Nevertheless I have this against you, that you have left your first love. 5 Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent and do the first works, or else I will come to you quickly and remove your lampstand from its place—unless you repent. 6 But this you have, that you hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.
The Nicolaitans…

1 : one of a group reproved in Revelation 2:6, 14–15 and generally associated with those who were rebuked for eating things offered to idols and for fornication. 2 : one of a group of 3d century antinomian Gnostics.
Nicolaitan | Definition of Nicolaitan by Merriam-Webster
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/Nicolaitan
God does not want us just to go through the motions of serving Him…

He wants us to be in love with Him and serve Him with our whole heart…

This truth takes us back to the mission of our church and the very foundation of the Christian faith…

Scripture 3: Matthew 22:36-40
36 “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?”
37 Jesus said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’[d] 38 This is the first and great commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’[e] 40 On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.”
1. One important reason for appreciating our blessings is that we don’t know how long those blessings may last…
Scripture 4: Luke 17:22
22 Then He said to the disciples, “The days will come when you will desire to see one of the days of the Son of Man, and you will not see it. 
During the Lord Jesus’ time on earth, many people appreciated His love and miraculous power, but many people did not…

We could say today that we yearn to see those days, but what about the blessings we currently enjoy…

I am believing God that Abundant Love will be open until the Rapture, when all the faithful Christians are taken up to heaven by the Lord Jesus…

However, if we as the body of Christ in this church stopped appreciating this church, could this church shut down before the Rapture?...[Yes…]
Could there come a time when we would desire to see one of the days when we met together as Abundant Love and we would not see it?

What about our loved ones?...

Do we spend time with them the way we should?

If Christ’s Second Coming is delated, there will come a time when we will be separated from them due to death…
Will we have the satisfaction of having many memories with them? Those of us who are not separated from our loved ones due to immigration status, will we have the satisfaction of saying that we spent a lot of special times with our loved ones? Those of who us can not see them, will we at least be able to say that we spent time in contact with them and shared with them, even if it is only by phone or Facetime? Or will we be filled with regret that we did spend time with them like we should have?

Amos 8 is another powerful passage that reminds us to appreciate our blessings…

Scripture 5: Amos 8:4-6, 10-14
Hear this, you who swallow up[a] the needy,
And make the poor of the land fail,
5 Saying:
“When will the New Moon be past,
That we may sell grain?
And the Sabbath,
That we may trade wheat?
Making the ephah small and the shekel large,
Falsifying the scales by deceit,
6 That we may buy the poor for silver,
And the needy for a pair of sandals—
Even sell the bad wheat?”

10I will turn your feasts into mourning,
And all your songs into lamentation;
I will bring sackcloth on every waist,
And baldness on every head;
I will make it like mourning for an only son,
And its end like a bitter day.
11 “Behold, the days are coming,” says the Lord God,
“That I will send a famine on the land,
Not a famine of bread,
Nor a thirst for water,
But of hearing the words of the Lord.
12 They shall wander from sea to sea,
And from north to east;
They shall run to and fro, seeking the word of the Lord,
But shall not find it.
13 “In that day the fair virgins
And strong young men
Shall faint from thirst.
14 Those who swear by the sin[c] of Samaria,
Who say,
‘As your god lives, O Dan!’
And, ‘As the way of Beersheba lives!’
They shall fall and never rise again.”
2. Another important reason that we should stay excited about the Lord Jesus is that the Lord always gives us hope…
Scripture 6: Romans 5:1-5
5 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have[a] peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3 And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces perseverance; 4 and perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5 Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.

We have a God who is bigger than any circumstance or challenge that we may face…
Scripture 7: 1 John 4:1-4
4 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 By this you know the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God, 3 and every spirit that does not confess that[a] Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not of God. And this is the spirit of the Antichrist, which you have heard was coming, and is now already in the world.
4 You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, because He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world. 
In the name of Jesus Christ, we can declare powerful words of life over ourselves that defeat negative circumstances…

For example, God’s Word give us eternal life and therefore gives us victory, even over death…
Scripture 8: John 6:53-58, 66-69
53 Then Jesus said to them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have no life in you. 54 Whoever eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day. 55 For My flesh is food indeed,[h] and My blood is drink indeed. 56 He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood abides in Me, and I in him. 57 As the living Father sent Me, and I live because of the Father, so he who feeds on Me will live because of Me. 58 This is the bread which came down from heaven—not as your fathers ate the manna, and are dead. He who eats this bread will live forever.”
59 These things He said in the synagogue as He taught in Capernaum.
Many Disciples Turn Away
60 Therefore many of His disciples, when they heard this, said, “This is a hard saying; who can understand it?”
61 When Jesus knew in Himself that His disciples complained about this, He said to them, “Does this offend you? 62 What then if you should see the Son of Man ascend where He was before? 63 It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing. The words that I speak to you are spirit, and they are life. 64 But there are some of you who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were who did not believe, and who would betray Him. 65 And He said, “Therefore I have said to you that no one can come to Me unless it has been granted to him by My Father.”
66 From that time many of His disciples went back and walked with Him no more. 67 Then Jesus said to the twelve, “Do you also want to go away?”
68 But Simon Peter answered Him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. 69 Also we have come to believe and know that You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”[i]
There are times when we have to share things about the Lord that are hard for some people to hear…

No matter how much love you use when you share these things, sometimes people will not want to hear these things…

It’s like when I preach that couples should not live together without being married…

People have left the church because they feel that they should be able to have privileges in the church regardless of whether they are living together…

I have been led on a number of occasions to share about how I experience the Presence of the Lord Jesus by sending Him kisses and hugs…

That is hard for me because some people think that such worship is strange…

However, when you love people, sometimes you share with them things that are difficult to share because you love them and want the best for them…

That is what happened to the Lord Jesus when He taught about the truths behind what we now call the Holy Supper or Communion…
People thought He was talking about cannibalism…

They did not understand that He was talking about experiencing a special level of intimacy with the Holy Trinity…

That He was talking about giving them the opportunity through Him to become one with God the Father through the working of the Holy Spirit in Holy Communion…

Sometimes it can be hard for us to give up a sin that we enjoy in our flesh…

Sometimes it can be hard for us to do something that God wants us to do that we are not used to doing….

However, even then prayer is the answer…

We can cry out to God to change us instead of being afraid…

We shared from this psalm last week, but it applies to this point as well…

11 of the main disciples stayed with the Lord Jesus stayed with the Lord in their hearts…

They appreciated the blessing of walking with God the Son, at least to the level that they could understand at the time…

However, the majority of the people turned away from Him when He shared about the truths behind Holy Communion, which are truths that we now recognize as fundamental to the Christian faith…

Another powerful passage regarding the power we have over negative circumstances in the name of Jesus Christ is Proverbs 18:21…

Scripture 9: Proverbs 18:21
Death and life are in the power of the tongue,
And those who love it will eat its fruit.

When we are battling sickness, we have the power with our words to say that by Jesus’ stripes we are healed…

Scripture 10: 1 Peter 2:24
24 who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having died to sins, might live for righteousness—by whose stripes you were healed. 
Scripture 11: John 14:12-14
12 “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and greater works than these he will do, because I go to My Father. 13 And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If you ask[c] anything in My name, I will do it.
When we engrave God’s Word on our hearts, we will learn more and more about the Will of God…

When we understand more about His Word, our prayers become more and more powerful…

Scripture 12: 1 John 5:14-15
14 Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. 15 And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him.
