Jesus Christ Is Everything
(February 19, 2017, by Rev. Anthony Menzel)

The title of today's message is "Jesus Christ Is Everything."
Scripture 1: Revelation 22:12-17

12 “And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every one according to his work. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, the First and the Last.”[f]
14 Blessed are those who do His commandments,[g] that they may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter through the gates into the city. 15 But[h] outside are dogs and sorcerers and sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and whoever loves and practices a lie.
16 “I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things in the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, the Bright and Morning Star.”
17 And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let him who hears say, “Come!” And let him who thirsts come. Whoever desires, let him take the water of life freely.
The Lord Jesus is the beginning and the end…
A couple of weeks ago I preached about knowing what God's Will for our lives, and I feel that the Lord wants me to touch on this topic again…

This time He wants to remind us that He is everything…

Therefore, we should treat Him as such…

Our main concern about what we do, think, say, and are should be:

Does what we do please the Lord Jesus?

If it doesn't, then we should want to repent and change…

Our future truly depends on being sincere with the Lord Jesus in this way…

Scripture 2: Revelation 3:7-12

7 “And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write,
‘These things says He who is holy, He who is true, “He who has the key of David, He who opens and no one shuts, and shuts and no one opens”:[c] 8 “I know your works. See, I have set before you an open door, and no one can shut it;[d] for you have a little strength, have kept My word, and have not denied My name. 9 Indeed I will make those of the synagogue of Satan, who say they are Jews and are not, but lie—indeed I will make them come and worship before your feet, and to know that I have loved you. 10 Because you have kept My command to persevere, I also will keep you from the hour of trial which shall come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth. 11 Behold,[e] I am coming quickly! Hold fast what you have, that no one may take your crown. 12 He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he shall go out no more. I will write on him the name of My God and the name of the city of My God, the New Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God. And I will write on him My new name.
Praise the Lord Jesus, we do not have to be spiritual giants in order to please the Lord…

We just have to keep His Word and acknowledge His name…

We will lose our eternal reward if we do not keep His Word - if we do not repent, if we do not say that we are sorry for the things He shows by His Word or through our conscience that we are wrong…

We can even lose our salvation…

As an aside, how many of you know that we will get a tattoo in heaven?...

This is the only tattoo I want because the Bible teaches us that we should not get tattoos…

Scripture 3: Leviticus 19:27-28

27 You shall not shave around the sides of your head, nor shall you disfigure the edges of your beard. 28 You shall not make any cuttings in your flesh for the dead, nor tattoo any marks on you: I am the Lord.
Ultimately whether or not someone gets a tattoo is between them and God…

Here it talks about shaving one's head, and as everyone can see, I have shaved my head…

However, hair can grow back, while tattoos are generally permanent…

That's why I think should explain that tattoos, unless they are heavenly ones made by God Himself, are generally not pleasing to the Lord…

In any case, going back to our main goal, which is to please the Lord…

We have to walk in thanksgiving and kindness toward others…
Scripture 4: 1 Thessalonians 5:12-22

12 And we urge you, brethren, to recognize those who labor among you, and are over you in the Lord and admonish you, 13 and to esteem them very highly in love for their work’s sake. Be at peace among yourselves.
14 Now we exhort you, brethren, warn those who are unruly, comfort the fainthearted, uphold the weak, be patient with all. 16 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19 Do not quench the Spirit. 20 Do not despise prophecies. 21 Test all things; hold fast what is good. 22 Abstain from every form of evil.
This passage has a lot of keys to life…
One of the most important is to have as our goal to be constant praise to the Lord Jesus and to always be thankful…

Even when it is hard to be joyful, we can thank God that He is going to teach us something in our trial that we are facing…

At the end of the day, everything will be okay as long as we stay with the Lord Jesus…

Scripture 5: 1 Thessalonians 4:3-8

3 For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you should abstain from sexual immorality; 4 that each of you should know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor, 5 not in passion of lust, like the Gentiles who do not know God; 6 that no one should take advantage of and defraud his brother in this matter, because the Lord is the avenger of all such, as we also forewarned you and testified. 7 For God did not call us to uncleanness, but in holiness. 8 Therefore he who rejects this does not reject man, but God, who has also given[a] us His Holy Spirit.
Scripture 6: Matthew 5:27-30

27 “You have heard that it was said to those of old,[c] ‘You shall not commit adultery.’[d] 28 But I say to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 29 If your right eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you; for it is more profitable for you that one of your members perish, than for your whole body to be cast into hell. 30 And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it from you; for it is more profitable for you that one of your members perish, than for your whole body to be cast into hell.
Sin is a very serious thing…

We have to be truly willing to confront our sins with the Lord and subsequently change…

How we treat people is extremely important…

Scripture 7: Matthew 5:21-26

21 “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder,[a] and whoever murders will be in danger of the judgment.’22 But I say to you that whoever is angry with his brother without a cause[b] shall be in danger of the judgment. And whoever says to his brother, ‘Raca!’ shall be in danger of the council. But whoever says, ‘You fool!’ shall be in danger of hell fire. 23 Therefore if you bring your gift to the altar, and there remember that your brother has something against you, 24 leave your gift there before the altar, and go your way. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift. 25 Agree with your adversary quickly, while you are on the way with him, lest your adversary deliver you to the judge, the judge hand you over to the officer, and you be thrown into prison. 26 Assuredly, I say to you, you will by no means get out of there till you have paid the last penny.
I generally do not like talking about myself too much during sermons because I want the focus of the sermon to be on the congregation…

However, sometimes by talking about myself I can give insight to the congregation about how to apply certain scriptures to their lives…

In the case of this passage, this week I had a major argument with someone I care about…

The details of the argument are not important…

What is important for this insight into the Scripture is that I behaved badly…

I got angry, yelled, and said some mean things…

The person did not understand why I could not eat until we started to resolve what had happened…
I could not eat, brothers and sisters, in large part because I was upset about how I acted

And because I can not be right with the Lord when I have hurt someone else…

If there is someone who you have been mean to, please, please, please talk to them today…

Tell them that you love them in Christ Jesus and that you are sorry that you were mean…

It could be your parent, your sister, your brother, your children, a friend, a co-worker, a neighbor…

Don't let pride come between you and the Lord…

Scripture 8: 1 Peter 5:5-6
5 Likewise you younger people, submit yourselves to your elders. Yes, all of you be submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, for
“God resists the proud,
But gives grace to the humble.”[b]
6 Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time, 7 casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you.
The other sin I have been confronted with lately is the sin of worry…

Over the years, I have gained a lot more peace and joy in my life…

I struggled with severe depression for many years…

Now I am much happier than I used to be, all thanks to the Lord Jesus…

However, the Lord Jesus revealed to me that I still battle insecurities…

And worry is sin…

And whenever we walk in sin, is that a serious matter?  [Yes…]

Scripture 9: Philippians 4:4-7

4 Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice!
5 Let your gentleness be known to all men. The Lord is at hand.
6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; 7 and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.
I have come to the realization that I do not need to worry…

I have to rest in the Lord Jesus…

For example, I know that I am not perfect, but I am at good at what the Lord has called me to do and be…

I am a good pastor because I truly love people and I know how to share the Word of God honestly…

I give people a balanced version of the Word of God and I try my best to practice what I preach…

I am a good husband because I show my wife love and I try my best to be considerate and thoughtful to her and to be a good provider…

I am a good father because I spend time with my children and treat them with love and kindness…

I am a good son because I try my best to respect my parents and be a blessing to them…

I know that I will make mistakes, but I do not have to worry that I am going to fail anyone in a big way because I am trusting in the Lord Jesus to keep me on the right track…
I have learned this week that this is a new level of faith that God is calling me to…

He wants me not only to love Him no matter what like I do now,

But He also wants me trust Him that He will keep me from failing the people I love, whether that be the congregation, my family, or even at work…

Scripture 10: John 5:37-40

37 And the Father Himself, who sent Me, has testified of Me. You have neither heard His voice at any time, nor seen His form. 38 But you do not have His word abiding in you, because whom He sent, Him you do not believe. 39 You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; and these are they which testify of Me. 40 But you are not willing to come to Me that you may have life.
So remember today that the Lord Jesus has the key to life…true, full life…
Make pleasing Him your main goal…

Make Him your everything…

