Focus on the Lord Jesus
(January 29, 2017, by Rev. Anthony Menzel)

The title of today's message is "Focus on the Lord Jesus."
As I was praying about today's sermon, I felt the Holy Spirit tell me three things for today's service:
1) Just be with me.

2) Think only of me.

3) Want just me.
1) Just be with me.
The Lord has already told us recently by the Holy Spirit that He wants to spend time with us each day…

Sometimes we get so caught up in doing good works that we forget to take care of the Lord Jesus…

It's like any other relationship:

You can give your children material things, but if you do not give them time, those material things will not make them feel loved…

The same is true for elderly loved ones…We can give them money and things, but what they want the most is just for us to spend time with them…

Scripture 1: Matthew 26:6-13
 And when Jesus was in Bethany at the house of Simon the leper, 7 a woman came to Him having an alabaster flask of very costly fragrant oil, and she poured it on His head as He sat at the table. 8 But when His disciples saw it, they were indignant, saying, “Why this waste? 9 For this fragrant oil might have been sold for much and given to the poor.”
10 But when Jesus was aware of it, He said to them, “Why do you trouble the woman? For she has done a good work for Me. 11 For you have the poor with you always, but Me you do not have always. 12 For in pouring this fragrant oil on My body, she did it for My burial. 13 Assuredly, I say to you, wherever this gospel is preached in the whole world, what this woman has done will also be told as a memorial to her.”
The question that comes to my spirit as I read this passage is…Are we pouring ourselves out on the Lord Jesus?

Are we pouring our love out on Him?

Is it fun for us to praise Him and tell Him we love Him?

Or is it hard for us to do so?

The Lord Jesus wants us to help the poor, but He also wants us to minister to Him.

We need to take time just to pour our love out on Him…
2) Want just me.

It is very important to remember that only God (the Father; the Son Jesus Christ; and the Holy Spirit) is perfect…

Everyone will make mistakes…

That means no one can count on us 100% of the time…

Likewise, there will be times when we will not be able to count on our biggest supporters or loved ones…

There are times when each of us, if we live long enough, will face struggles alone…

The only one who can be there with us all the time is God…

Scripture 2: Matthew 26:31-46
31 Then Jesus said to them, “All of you will be made to stumble because of Me this night, for it is written:
‘I will strike the Shepherd,
And the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’[d]
32 But after I have been raised, I will go before you to Galilee.”
33 Peter answered and said to Him, “Even if all are made to stumble because of You, I will never be made to stumble.”
34 Jesus said to him, “Assuredly, I say to you that this night, before the rooster crows, you will deny Me three times.”
35 Peter said to Him, “Even if I have to die with You, I will not deny You!”
And so said all the disciples.
36 Then Jesus came with them to a place called Gethsemane, and said to the disciples, “Sit here while I go and pray over there.” 37 And He took with Him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and He began to be sorrowful and deeply distressed. 38 Then He said to them, “My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even to death. Stay here and watch with Me.”
39 He went a little farther and fell on His face, and prayed, saying, “O My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as You will.”
40 Then He came to the disciples and found them sleeping, and said to Peter, “What! Could you not watch with Me one hour? 41 Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.”
42 Again, a second time, He went away and prayed, saying, “O My Father, if this cup cannot pass away from Me unless[e] I drink it, Your will be done.” 43 And He came and found them asleep again, for their eyes were heavy.
44 So He left them, went away again, and prayed the third time, saying the same words. 45 Then He came to His disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and resting? Behold, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is being betrayed into the hands of sinners. 46 Rise, let us be going. See, My betrayer is at hand.”
In the Garden of Gethsemane, only the Father and the Holy Spirit were with the Lord Jesus as He prayed…
Aside from God, the Lord Jesus was alone…

When He went to the cross, others followed Him and saw what happened, but only He felt the nails pierce his flesh…

There are times when we will have to face trials all by ourselves with God…

For this reason, God should be our first priority - pleasing Him, wanting what He wants for our life, doing the good that He wants for us to do, and leaving behind those wicked things he does not want us to do…

3) Think only of me.

When we take our eyes off of God, we can have all the success the world has to offer, but that success will be hollow…

We will lose our eternal purpose…

Scripture 3: 1 Kings 11:1-13

But King Solomon loved many foreign women, as well as the daughter of Pharaoh: women of the Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Sidonians, and Hittites— 2 from the nations of whom the Lord had said to the children of Israel, “You shall not intermarry with them, nor they with you. Surely they will turn away your hearts after their gods.” Solomon clung to these in love. 3 And he had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three hundred concubines; and his wives turned away his heart. 4 For it was so, when Solomon was old, that his wives turned his heart after other gods; and his heart was not loyal to the Lord his God, as was the heart of his father David. 5 For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, and after Milcom the abomination of the Ammonites. 6 Solomon did evil in the sight of the Lord, and did not fully follow the Lord, as did his father David. 7 Then Solomon built a high place for Chemosh the abomination of Moab, on the hill that is east of Jerusalem, and for Molech the abomination of the people of Ammon. 8 And he did likewise for all his foreign wives, who burned incense and sacrificed to their gods.
9 So the Lord became angry with Solomon, because his heart had turned from the Lord God of Israel, who had appeared to him twice, 10 and had commanded him concerning this thing, that he should not go after other gods; but he did not keep what the Lord had commanded. 11 Therefore the Lord said to Solomon, “Because you have done this, and have not kept My covenant and My statutes, which I have commanded you, I will surely tear the kingdom away from you and give it to your servant. 12 Nevertheless I will not do it in your days, for the sake of your father David; I will tear it out of the hand of your son. 13 However I will not tear away the whole kingdom; I will give one tribe to your son for the sake of My servant David, and for the sake of Jerusalem which I have chosen.”
When we take our eyes off of the Lord Jesus, we lose our peace.

Scripture 4: Isaiah 26:3
You will keep him in perfect peace,
Whose mind is stayed on You,
Because he trusts in You.
4 Trust in the Lord forever,
For in YAH, the Lord, is everlasting strength.
Scripture 5: Matthew 14:25-33

25 Now in the fourth watch of the night Jesus went to them, walking on the sea. 26 And when the disciples saw Him walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out for fear.
27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Be of good cheer! It is I; do not be afraid.”
28 And Peter answered Him and said, “Lord, if it is You, command me to come to You on the water.”
29 So He said, “Come.” And when Peter had come down out of the boat, he walked on the water to go to Jesus. 30 But when he saw that the wind was boisterous,[b] he was afraid; and beginning to sink he cried out, saying, “Lord, save me!”
31 And immediately Jesus stretched out His hand and caught him, and said to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32 And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased.
33 Then those who were in the boat came and[c] worshiped Him, saying, “Truly You are the Son of God.”
