Appreciate Others, including Mothers
 (May 7, 2017, by Rev. Anthony Menzel)

The title of today's message is "Appreciate Others, including Our Mothers."
We have so many special things to do today to begin our Mother's Day celebration…

I say begin because next week we will have roses and prayer for all the females who attend church…

But today we will begin our celebration because mothers are such an important part of our lives…

The message today will be shorter than normal because we do have so many activities planned, but I believe that even with a shorter message, we will all leave here with some meat from the Word of God…

I sang at a church in Paterson on Friday, and one of the things the preacher said during the sermon was that mothers, and women in general, are like a flower…

We have to be careful how we treat a flower…

I want to take this idea to another level…

Scripture 1: 1 Peter 1:7-12
7 Husbands, likewise, dwell with them with understanding, giving honor to the wife, as to the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life, that your prayers may not be hindered.
Called to Blessing
8 Finally, all of you be of one mind, having compassion for one another; love as brothers, be tenderhearted, be courteous;[a] 9 not returning evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary blessing, knowing that you were called to this, that you may inherit a blessing. 10 For
“He who would love life
And see good days,
Let him refrain his tongue from evil,
And his lips from speaking deceit.
11 Let him turn away from evil and do good;
Let him seek peace and pursue it.
12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous,
And His ears are open to their prayers;
But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.”[b]
How many of you want God to hear and answer your prayers?...

Then we have to be nice to each other…

Sometimes that is really hard…

I have a wonderful wife who really loves me…

However, there are times when she gets upset, and she does not want to talk…

That really hurts me, and when I get hurt, I tend to get angry…

I have to control that anger and focus on the Lord Jesus…

Otherwise I might damage the flower that God has given me as the mother of my children and my main companion in life…

I might also damage my testimony before others and my very relationship with the Lord Jesus…

If my wife gets damaged, that will also damage our children…

When we feel upset and it is hard to control our feelings, there are many Scriptures that can help us…

Scripture 2: Psalm 34:1

I will bless the Lord at all times;
His praise shall continually be in my mouth.

It is critical to remember to praise God, not just when things are going well or we feel good but also when we are hurt…

When we do not know what to say, it is better to pray for God to help us…

Once we have prayed, we should praise the Lord Jesus in our minds and close our mouths until our words will be positive, life-giving words…

Scripture 3: Psalm 141:1-4
Lord, I cry out to You;
Make haste to me!
Give ear to my voice when I cry out to You.
2 Let my prayer be set before You as incense,
The lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.
3 Set a guard, O Lord, over my mouth;
Keep watch over the door of my lips.
4 Do not incline my heart to any evil thing,
To practice wicked works
With men who work iniquity;
And do not let me eat of their delicacies.
Scripture 4: Proverbs 13:3
3 He who guards his mouth preserves his life,
But he who opens wide his lips shall have destruction.
If we are not careful, we can destroy the most precious gift God will ever give us, the relationships we have with other people.

Why do I say that our relationships are the most precious gift that God will ever give us?

Is God a person?...

How many gods do we serve?...[One God in three persons]

Part of loving others is appreciating them while they are with us…

That is very true of our mothers and wives…
Sometimes men especially do not express their feelings…

But it is important that we learn how to…

That we water our flowers with affection, actions of love, and words of appreciation…

This is also true of our relationship with God the Father, God the Son Jesus Christ, and God the Holy Spirit…

Scripture 5: Hebrews 12:12-17
12 Therefore strengthen the hands which hang down, and the feeble knees, 13 and make straight paths for your feet, so that what is lame may not be dislocated, but rather be healed.
14 Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which no one will see the Lord: 15 looking carefully lest anyone fall short of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up cause trouble, and by this many become defiled; 16 lest there be any fornicator or profane person like Esau, who for one morsel of food sold his birthright. 17 For you know that afterward, when he wanted to inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he found no place for repentance, though he sought it diligently with tears.
Scripture 6: Genesis 25:29-33

29 Now Jacob cooked a stew; and Esau came in from the field, and he was weary. 30 And Esau said to Jacob, “Please feed me with that same red stew, for I am weary.” Therefore his name was called Edom.[d]
31 But Jacob said, “Sell me your birthright as of this day.”
32 And Esau said, “Look, I am about to die; so what is this birthright to me?”
33 Then Jacob said, “Swear to me as of this day.”
So he swore to him, and sold his birthright to Jacob. 34 And Jacob gave Esau bread and stew of lentils; then he ate and drank, arose, and went his way. Thus Esau despised his birthright.
We have to value and appreciate our blessings…
Scripture 7: Ephesians 4:25-32
25 Therefore, putting away lying, “Let each one of you speak truth with his neighbor,”[e] for we are members of one another. 26 “Be angry, and do not sin”:[f] do not let the sun go down on your wrath, 27 nor give place to the devil. 28 Let him who stole steal no longer, but rather let him labor, working with his hands what is good, that he may have something to give him who has need. 29 Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but what is good for necessary edification, that it may impart grace to the hearers. 30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31 Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and evil speaking be put away from you, with all malice. 32 And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God in Christ forgave you.
Above all, we do not want the Holy Spirit to leave us…

God's Spirit left Israel, and they had gone so far away from the Lord that they did not even realize…

That's why it is very important that we try to live the best we can for the Lord Jesus in our actions, words, thoughts, feelings, and attitudes…

Scripture 8: Ezekiel 10:18, 11:5-6, 11-12
18 Then the glory of the Lord departed from the threshold of the temple and stood over the cherubim. 

Chapter 11

Then the Spirit lifted me up and brought me to the East Gate of the Lord’s house, which faces eastward; and there at the door of the gate were twenty-five men, among whom I saw Jaazaniah the son of Azzur, and Pelatiah the son of Benaiah, princes of the people. 2 And He said to me: “Son of man, these are the men who devise iniquity and give wicked counsel in this city, 3 who say, ‘The time is not near to build houses; this city is the caldron, and we are the meat.’ 4 Therefore prophesy against them, prophesy, O son of man!”
5 Then the Spirit of the Lord fell upon me, and said to me, “Speak! ‘Thus says the Lord: “Thus you have said, O house of Israel; for I know the things that come into your mind. 6 You have multiplied your slain in this city, and you have filled its streets with the slain.” 7 Therefore thus says the Lord God: “Your slain whom you have laid in its midst, they are the meat, and this city is the caldron; but I shall bring you out of the midst of it. 8 You have feared the sword; and I will bring a sword upon you,” says the Lord God. 9 “And I will bring you out of its midst, and deliver you into the hands of strangers, and execute judgments on you. 10 You shall fall by the sword. I will judge you at the border of Israel. Then you shall know that I am the Lord. 11 This city shall not be your caldron, nor shall you be the meat in its midst. I will judge you at the border of Israel. 12 And you shall know that I am the Lord; for you have not walked in My statutes nor executed My judgments, but have done according to the customs of the Gentiles which are all around you.”’”
While we have relative peace, it is important that we pray and fast…
Passages like this are why I have felt in my spirit that we add an end to abortion to our weekly fast…

From now own the church will be fasting not only for spiritual awakening in general and immigration reform and urgent personal needs but also an end to abortion…

Right now we have the opportunity for this to be accomplished…

We have a pro-life majority in Congress, the Senate, the Presidency, and the Supreme Court…

So love and appreciate the blessings in our lives, especially the people like our dear mothers and wives, and above God the Father, the Lord Jesus, and the Holy Spirit…

