Ears to Hear: Part 2 
(November 26, 2017, by Rev. Anthony Menzel)

The title of today's message is "Ears to Hear-Part 2."
Three weeks ago I preached part of a message that the Lord gave me about having ears to hear…

One comment I received is that I seemed angry that day…

I want to apologize to the church if I seemed angry…

I am battling to overcome anger in my life…

I have been battling anger for years…

That is one of the reasons I don’t drink alcohol…

While the Bible says getting drunk is a sin but having an alcoholic drink, such as a glass of wine, is not a sin, I never want to risk getting close to drunk because sometimes when I am sober, I lose control. I never want to see myself lose even more control because I have been drinking…

Scripture 1: James 1:19-21

19 So then,[a] my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath; 20 for the wrath of man does not produce the righteousness of God.
Doers—Not Hearers Only
21 Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls.
Sometimes I will say that when you are passionate about something, that passion can be misinterpreted as anger…

So if anyone thought I was angry, I apologize for that…

My intention was not to communicate anger but passion for the Lord…

In any case, I did not finish the message I had on November 5th, and I felt that the Lord wanted me to continue to share that message, which was entitled “Ears to Hear.”

One of the passages that I did not get, which is very powerful is in Matthew 13…

Scripture 2 (Old Scripture 11): Matthew 13:10-23

10 And the disciples came and said to Him, “Why do You speak to them in parables?”
11 He answered and said to them, “Because it has been given to you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been given. 12 For whoever has, to him more will be given, and he will have abundance; but whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken away from him. 13 Therefore I speak to them in parables, because seeing they do not see, and hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand. 14 And in them the prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled, which says:
‘Hearing you will hear and shall not understand,
And seeing you will see and not perceive;
15 For the hearts of this people have grown dull.
Their ears are hard of hearing,
And their eyes they have closed,
Lest they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears,
Lest they should understand with their hearts and turn,
So that I should[a] heal them.’[b]
16 But blessed are your eyes for they see, and your ears for they hear; 17 for assuredly, I say to you that many prophets and righteous men desired to see what you see, and did not see it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it.
The Parable of the Sower Explained
18 “Therefore hear the parable of the sower: 19 When anyone hears the word of the kingdom, and does not understand it, then the wicked one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart. This is he who received seed by the wayside.20 But he who received the seed on stony places, this is he who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21 yet he has no root in himself, but endures only for a while. For when tribulation or persecution arises because of the word, immediately he stumbles. 22 Now he who received seed among the thorns is he who hears the word, and the cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and he becomes unfruitful. 23 But he who received seed on the good ground is he who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and produces: some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.”
So what is the fruit that we should produce?
1) The Fruit of the Spirit

Scripture 3 (Old Scripture 9): Galatians 5:22-23

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. 

2) Reaching souls for the Lord Jesus
Scripture 4: Proverbs 11:30

The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life,
And he who wins souls is wise.

Scripture 5: James 5:19-20

19 Brethren, if anyone among you wanders from the truth, and someone turns him back, 20 let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save a soul[f] from death and cover a multitude of sins.

Being a Christian is challenging, yet at the same time it is an adventure…It should be exciting…

The last time I preached this message I focused quite a bit on not being bored in church and with being a Christian…

Today I would like to look at the other side of this idea and emphasize that we should be excited about the personal growth that being a Christian offers each and every one of us…

Scripture 6 (Old Scripture 10): 2 Corinthians 3:17-18

17 Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.

I want us to ask the Lord to bless us to be open to making mistakes, to taking risks for Him…

Sometimes things may not work out as we expected, but if we trust the Lord, He will turn the little that we give Him into a blessing…

It reminds me of Yendrys’ testimony from last week…

She was so timid about coming up front to share the testimony about what God had done for her during 2017,

but she came up front anyway…

Her testimony really blessed me, and I know that it blessed the Lord Jesus…And I think it blessed her, too, and that she grew as a person because she took the risk of giving that testimony…

Let us pray that we will take risks for the Lord as He leads us to, that we will purpose in our hearts to continually grow in the spirit…

Scripture 7: Isaiah 6:8

8 Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying:
“Whom shall I send,
And who will go for Us?”
Then I said, “Here am I! Send me.”
Now I know that today I will not finish this message…

I need to share with the congregation more about the Holy Spirit…

But I feel the Holy Spirit wants to share with us that He wants to take every Christian, including each of us here on a special journey…
And in order to do that we have focus on how blessed we are to have the Lord Jesus in our lives…

How exciting it truly is to walk with Him…

The eternal fruit He wants us  to focus on, which should be our focus more than temporary fruit like material possessions or other earthly success…

Being open to making mistakes and not worrying about being perfect…Just trying to do our best to grow continually in Christ…

For example, we should always remember

Scripture 8: 1 John 1:8-10

8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.

 To prepare us for the weeks ahead, I do want to say that next week Rev. Luís or Rev. Juana will be preaching so that Sis. María can meet with the Youth…

I want us to pray for our Youth Ministry, that it would grow in anointing and numbers…

I also want to remind us that the Lord put in my spirit to declare that 2018 is the Year of the Holy Spirit for Abundant Love…While the Holy Spirit should move in every church every year, I feel that 2018 will be a special time of growth for this congregation in our knowledge of the Holy Spirit…

The next time I preach, which God willing will be in two weeks, I will continue the message from today and share more about getting closer to the Holy Spirit helps us grow in Christ…
