Pay Attention to the Children
(August 27, 2017, by Rev. Anthony Menzel)

Today’s message is entitled “Pay Attention to the Children.”
Since we are praying for the success of our youth and children today, I felt led by the Lord Jesus to share this message…

We know from last week that David loved God…

However, the Bible shows us that his legacy as a father was not a good one…
He was not successful in raising up descendants who were faithful to the Lord…

His son, grandson, and great-grandson that took the throne of Judah did not serve God…

Sometimes children turn away from God on their own, but sometimes there are things that we do as parents, guardians, and caretakers that turn them away from the Lord…

A powerful Scripture God reminded me of this week talks just about that…

Scripture 1: Song of Solomon 2:15

Catch us the foxes,
The little foxes that spoil the vines,
For our vines have tender grapes.

God willing, I will have the time to give specific scripture passages to prove that David's immediate descendants did not follow God. However, before that, while we are flowing in this area, I would like to talk about the fact that there are things, sometimes even little things, that can damage the blessings God gives us, including our children…

1) One of these things that can cause damage is expecting too much from our children…

Scripture 2: Ephesians 6:1-4

Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2 “Honor your father and mother,” which is the first commandment with promise: 3 “that it may be well with you and you may live long on the earth.”[a]
4 And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring them up in the training and admonition of the Lord.
When our children try their best and all we want to do is point out their faults, we are provoking them to wrath…

We should praise them when they do well or try their best…
We should give them positive reinforcement regarding the gifts and talents God has put in them…

If we want them to be polite toward us, then we should be polite toward them…

Oftentimes children behave badly because they are simply imitating negative behaviors that they see at home…
2) On the flip side, we can ignore our children's struggles…

David started making a mess of his household by having children with too many women…

Scripture 3: Deuteronomy 17:14-17
14 “When you come to the land which the Lord your God is giving you, and possess it and dwell in it, and say, ‘I will set a king over me like all the nations that are around me,’ 15 you shall surely set a king over you whom the Lord your God chooses; one from among your brethren you shall set as king over you; you may not set a foreigner over you, who is not your brother. 16 But he shall not multiply horses for himself, nor cause the people to return to Egypt to multiply horses, for the Lord has said to you, ‘You shall not return that way again.’ 17 Neither shall he multiply wives for himself, lest his heart turn away; nor shall he greatly multiply silver and gold for himself.

Scripture 4: 2 Samuel 3:2-5
2 Sons were born to David in Hebron: His firstborn was Amnon by Ahinoam the Jezreelitess; 3 his second, Chileab, by Abigail the widow of Nabal the Carmelite; the third, Absalom the son of Maacah, the daughter of Talmai, king of Geshur; 4 the fourth, Adonijah the son of Haggith; the fifth, Shephatiah the son of Abital; 5 and the sixth, Ithream, by David’s wife Eglah. These were born to David in Hebron.
When his children had problems, David did not face them…

Scripture 5: 2 Samuel 13:1-22
After this Absalom the son of David had a lovely sister, whose name was Tamar; and Amnon the son of David loved her. 2 Amnon was so distressed over his sister Tamar that he became sick; for she was a virgin. And it was improper for Amnon to do anything to her. 3 But Amnon had a friend whose name was Jonadab the son of Shimeah, David’s brother. Now Jonadab was a very crafty man. 4 And he said to him, “Why are you, the king’s son, becoming thinner day after day? Will you not tell me?”
Amnon said to him, “I love Tamar, my brother Absalom’s sister.”
5 So Jonadab said to him, “Lie down on your bed and pretend to be ill. And when your father comes to see you, say to him, ‘Please let my sister Tamar come and give me food, and prepare the food in my sight, that I may see it and eat it from her hand.’” 6 Then Amnon lay down and pretended to be ill; and when the king came to see him, Amnon said to the king, “Please let Tamar my sister come and make a couple of cakes for me in my sight, that I may eat from her hand.”
7 And David sent home to Tamar, saying, “Now go to your brother Amnon’s house, and prepare food for him.” 8 So Tamar went to her brother Amnon’s house; and he was lying down. Then she took flour and kneaded it, made cakes in his sight, and baked the cakes. 9 And she took the pan and placed them out before him, but he refused to eat. Then Amnon said, “Have everyone go out from me.” And they all went out from him. 10 Then Amnon said to Tamar, “Bring the food into the bedroom, that I may eat from your hand.” And Tamar took the cakes which she had made, and brought them to Amnon her brother in the bedroom. 11 Now when she had brought them to him to eat, he took hold of her and said to her, “Come, lie with me, my sister.”
12 But she answered him, “No, my brother, do not force me, for no such thing should be done in Israel. Do not do this disgraceful thing! 13 And I, where could I take my shame? And as for you, you would be like one of the fools in Israel. Now therefore, please speak to the king; for he will not withhold me from you.” 14 However, he would not heed her voice; and being stronger than she, he forced her and lay with her.
15 Then Amnon hated her exceedingly, so that the hatred with which he hated her was greater than the love with which he had loved her. And Amnon said to her, “Arise, be gone!”
16 So she said to him, “No, indeed! This evil of sending me away isworse than the other that you did to me.”
But he would not listen to her. 17 Then he called his servant who attended him, and said, “Here! Put this woman out, away from me, and bolt the door behind her.” 18 Now she had on a robe of many colors, for the king’s virgin daughters wore such apparel. And his servant put her out and bolted the door behind her.
19 Then Tamar put ashes on her head, and tore her robe of many colors that was on her, and laid her hand on her head and went away crying bitterly. 20 And Absalom her brother said to her, “Has Amnon your brother been with you? But now hold your peace, my sister. He is your brother; do not take this thing to heart.” So Tamar remained desolate in her brother Absalom’s house.
21 But when King David heard of all these things, he was very angry. 22 And Absalom spoke to his brother Amnon neither good nor bad. For Absalom hated Amnon, because he had forced his sister Tamar.
3) To begin with, it is obvious that David had no idea of what was going on with his children…

If he did, he would never have sent Tamar to tend to Amnon…

We see here a classic example of a child feeling more at ease sharing his struggles with his friends than with his parents…

Amnon never told David about he felt about Tamar, but he did tell his friend Jonadab…

4) Then David made the situation even worse by doing a mistake that some parents also do…

While some are too strict or demanding, others do not correct their children, even when their mistakes are severe…

Here it says that David was angry about the incestuous rape of his daughter Tamar, but he placed no negative consequences at all on his son Amnon…

He let Amnon be above the law because he was the son of the king…

Moreover, David did not reach out to Tamar; it was Absalom her full brother who took charge of comforting and taking care of her…

This also shows how detached David was from his children…

We can not afford to be detached from our children; we must be ENGAGED with them…

The rest of this story is extremely sad.
Scripture 6: 2 Samuel 13:23-39
23 And it came to pass, after two full years, that Absalom had sheepshearers in Baal Hazor, which is near Ephraim; so Absalom invited all the king’s sons. 24 Then Absalom came to the king and said, “Kindly note, your servant has sheepshearers; please, let the king and his servants go with your servant.”
25 But the king said to Absalom, “No, my son, let us not all go now, lest we be a burden to you.” Then he urged him, but he would not go; and he blessed him.
26 Then Absalom said, “If not, please let my brother Amnon go with us.”
And the king said to him, “Why should he go with you?” 27 But Absalom urged him; so he let Amnon and all the king’s sons go with him.
28 Now Absalom had commanded his servants, saying, “Watch now, when Amnon’s heart is merry with wine, and when I say to you, ‘Strike Amnon!’ then kill him. Do not be afraid. Have I not commanded you? Be courageous and valiant.” 29 So the servants of Absalom did to Amnon as Absalom had commanded. Then all the king’s sons arose, and each one got on his mule and fled.
30 And it came to pass, while they were on the way, that news came to David, saying, “Absalom has killed all the king’s sons, and not one of them is left!” 31 So the king arose and tore his garments and lay on the ground, and all his servants stood by with their clothes torn. 32 Then Jonadab the son of Shimeah, David’s brother, answered and said, “Let not my lord suppose they have killed all the young men, the king’s sons, for only Amnon is dead. For by the command of Absalom this has been determined from the day that he forced his sister Tamar. 33 Now therefore, let not my lord the king take the thing to his heart, to think that all the king’s sons are dead. For only Amnon is dead.”
Absalom Flees to Geshur
34 Then Absalom fled. And the young man who was keeping watch lifted his eyes and looked, and there, many people were coming from the road on the hillside behind him.[a] 35 And Jonadab said to the king, “Look, the king’s sons are coming; as your servant said, so it is.” 36 So it was, as soon as he had finished speaking, that the king’s sons indeed came, and they lifted up their voice and wept. Also the king and all his servants wept very bitterly.
37 But Absalom fled and went to Talmai the son of Ammihud, king of Geshur. And David mourned for his son every day. 38 So Absalom fled and went to Geshur, and was there three years. 39 And King David[b] longed to go to[c] Absalom. For he had been comforted concerning Amnon, because he was dead.
It is obvious that Absalom waited for his father to do something to correct Amnon…

After waiting for two years, he realized that his father was not going to do anything, so he took matters into his own hands and killed Amnon…

Then David further damaged Absalom by continuing with this same mistake…

He did not address what Absalom did for three years…

Instead of reaching out to his son and acknowledging his son's pain, he continued the same pattern of bad parenting…

In the end, Absalom rebelled against David, and he ultimately died in that rebellion…

He probably went to hell because of his father's mistakes…

David did do some things right as a parent…

He was a good provider; he gave his children the example of being repentant and worshipping God…

However, there were certain aspects of his parenting that were very harmful…

When we look at Solomon, David's immediate heir and son; Rehoboam, Solomon's heir and David's grandson; and Abijam, Rehoboam's heir and David's great-grandson; we see how these mistakes affected several generations…

Scripture 7: 1 Kings 11:1-14
But King Solomon loved many foreign women, as well as the daughter of Pharaoh: women of the Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Sidonians, and Hittites— 2 from the nations of whom the Lord had said to the children of Israel, “You shall not intermarry with them, nor they with you. Surely they will turn away your hearts after their gods.” Solomon clung to these in love. 3 And he had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three hundred concubines; and his wives turned away his heart. 4 For it was so, when Solomon was old, that his wives turned his heart after other gods; and his heart was not loyal to the Lord his God, as was the heart of his father David. 5 For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, and after Milcom the abomination of the Ammonites. 6 Solomon did evil in the sight of the Lord, and did not fully follow the Lord, as did his father David. 7 Then Solomon built a high place for Chemosh the abomination of Moab, on the hill that is east of Jerusalem, and for Molech the abomination of the people of Ammon. 8 And he did likewise for all his foreign wives, who burned incense and sacrificed to their gods.
9 So the Lord became angry with Solomon, because his heart had turned from the Lord God of Israel, who had appeared to him twice, 10 and had commanded him concerning this thing, that he should not go after other gods; but he did not keep what the Lord had commanded. 11 Therefore the Lord said to Solomon, “Because you have done this, and have not kept My covenant and My statutes, which I have commanded you, I will surely tear the kingdom away from you and give it to your servant. 12 Nevertheless I will not do it in your days, for the sake of your father David; I will tear it out of the hand of your son. 13 However I will not tear away the whole kingdom; I will give one tribe to your son for the sake of My servant David, and for the sake of Jerusalem which I have chosen.”
Adversaries of Solomon
14 Now the Lord raised up an adversary against Solomon, Hadad the Edomite; he was a descendant of the king in Edom.
Solomon did what many children do: They follow their parents' example. His father David had issues with sexual lust, so did Solomon…
Moreover, Solomon did what many children do in the sense that they expand on their parents' example…

If a parent does good, their children often do even more good…

If a parent does evil, their children are often even worse…

So it was with Solomon…

David committed adultery with one woman…

Solomon had so many women that he turned away from the Lord…

Sex and women became more important to him than God…

Rehoboam, Solomon's son and David's grandson, followed the negative examples of his father, but he also had the negative influence of his mother, an Ammonitess. She was one of Solomon's wives who came from a culture that did not follow God…

Scripture 8: 1 Kings 14:21-31

21 And Rehoboam the son of Solomon reigned in Judah. Rehoboam was forty-one years old when he became king. He reigned seventeen years in Jerusalem, the city which the Lord had chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, to put His name there. His mother’s name was Naamah, an Ammonitess. 22 Now Judah did evil in the sight of the Lord, and they provoked Him to jealousy with their sins which they committed, more than all that their fathers had done. 23 For they also built for themselves high places, sacred pillars, and wooden images on every high hill and under every green tree. 24 And there were also perverted persons[c] in the land. They did according to all the abominations of the nations which the Lord had cast out before the children of Israel.
25 It happened in the fifth year of King Rehoboam that Shishak king of Egypt came up against Jerusalem. 26 And he took away the treasures of the house of the Lord and the treasures of the king’s house; he took away everything. He also took away all the gold shields which Solomon had made. 27 Then King Rehoboam made bronze shields in their place, and committed them to the hands of the captains of the guard, who guarded the doorway of the king’s house. 28 And whenever the king entered the house of the Lord, the guards carried them, then brought them back into the guardroom.
29 Now the rest of the acts of Rehoboam, and all that he did, arethey not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah? 30 And there was war between Rehoboam and Jeroboam all theirdays. 31 So Rehoboam rested with his fathers, and was buried with his fathers in the City of David. His mother’s name was Naamah, an Ammonitess. Then Abijam[d] his son reigned in his place.
Scripture 9: 1 Kings 15:1-5 (also shared last week)
In the eighteenth year of King Jeroboam the son of Nebat, Abijam became king over Judah. 2 He reigned three years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Maachah the granddaughter of Abishalom. 3 And he walked in all the sins of his father, which he had done before him; his heart was not loyal to the Lord his God, as was the heart of his father David. 4 Nevertheless for David’s sake the Lord his God gave him a lamp in Jerusalem, by setting up his son after him and by establishing Jerusalem; 5 because David did what was right in the eyes of the Lord, and had not turned aside from anything that He commanded him all the days of his life, except in the matter of Uriah the Hittite. 

Here we see that Abijam's reign was short-lived and full of sin…

Can we have a position in the kingdom of God and also leave a positive legacy for future generations?

The Bible teaches us that we can…

Somehow Asa rejected the sins of his ancestors…

It also happens, though less frequently, that children do the opposite of their parents…

Scripture 10: 1 Kings 15:9-15
9 In the twentieth year of Jeroboam king of Israel, Asa became king over Judah. 10 And he reigned forty-one years in Jerusalem. His grandmother’s name was Maachah the granddaughter of Abishalom. 11 Asa did what was right in the eyes of the Lord, as did his father David. 12 And he banished the perverted persons[b] from the land, and removed all the idols that his fathers had made. 13 Also he removed Maachah his grandmother from being queen mother, because she had made an obscene image of Asherah.[c] And Asa cut down her obscene image and burned it by the Brook Kidron. 14 But the high places were not removed. Nevertheless Asa’s heart was loyal to the Lord all his days. 15 He also brought into the house of the Lord the things which his father had dedicated, and the things which he himself had dedicated: silver and gold and utensils.
Asa’s descendants were good, decent people for generations…

Asa seemed to break the hold of evil in the Kingdom of Judah for 203 years…
The only break in this good government was a 15 year period that teaches us another powerful truth from the Word of God:

5) Be careful who you marry…

As parents, we have to pray about who our children marry…

Our main priority regarding their spouses should be that they love the Lord Jesus…

Asa's grandson Jehoram was ineffective because of his wickedness: He only reigned 8 years, and the Bible attributes his turning away from the Lord to his marriage to Athaliah, the daughter of an evil king.

Asa's great-grandson Ahaziah only reigned for one year, and again his evil ways were attributed to his marriage within the family of that same evil king…
Thankfully, Athaliah, the daughter of the evil King Ahab who brought back the sin to the throne of Judah, was removed after ruling for only 6 years…

Thus, the example of Asa and his son Jehoshaphat remained in the consciousness of the people, and Joash subsequently followed that example, starting a 137 year period of good government…

(Jehoshaphat, Asa's son and heir, 25 years, 1 Kings 22:42-43; Jehoram, Jehoshaphat's heir and Asa's grandson, 8 years, did evil because he married Athaliah, the daughter of Ahab, an evil king of Israel, 2 Kings 8:16-19; Ahaziah, Jehoram's heir and Asa's great-grandson, 1 year, did evil because he also married into the family of an evil king of Israel, 2 Kings 8:25-27; Athaliah, Jehoram's wife, 6 years, 2 Kings 11:1-3; Joash, Ahaziah's heir and Asa's great-great grandson, 40 years, 2 Kings 12:1-2; Amasiah, Joash's heir and Asa's great-great-great grandson, 29 years, 2 Kings 14:1-3; Azariah, Amasiah's heir and Asa's great-great-great-great grandson, 52 years, 2 Kings 15:1-3; Jotham, Azariah's heir and Asa's great-great-great-great-great grandson, 16 years, 2 Kings 15:32-34)
Thus, the main points from today's message are for us to pay attention to our children by doing the following:

1. Give positive reinforcement.

2. Know what is going in our children's lives.

3. Do not ignore our children's struggles.

4. Put consequences for their mistakes.

5. Pray about and encourage them to enter into godly marriages.

Let us pray that we pay attention to our children in the fashion that the Lord Jesus wants so that our legacy as parents, guardians, mentors, and caretakers is a positive one, that our descendants will follow the Lord Jesus because of our example…
