Ears to Hear: Part 3 – Prepare to Grow
 (December 10, 2017, by Rev. Anthony Menzel)

The title of today's message is "Ears to Hear - Part 3: Prepare to Grow."
The last two sermons I have preached about having ears to hear…

When we talk about having ears to hear, it is very important to remember that as Christians, we should never stop growing…

God is always taking us to new places in the spirit…

Scripture 1 (Old Scripture 10 & 6): 2 Corinthians 3:17-18

17 Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.

What are two of the main areas that we mentioned 2 weeks ago that we should grow in?

We talked about bearing fruit for God…Bearing fruit requires growth…Two of the most fruit that we can bear for God are the fruit of the Spirit and winning other souls for the Lord Jesus…

Scripture 2 (Old Scripture 11): Matthew 13:23 (We will focus specifically on v. 23)
10 And the disciples came and said to Him, “Why do You speak to them in parables?”
11 He answered and said to them, “Because it has been given to you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been given. 12 For whoever has, to him more will be given, and he will have abundance; but whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken away from him. 13 Therefore I speak to them in parables, because seeing they do not see, and hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand. 14 And in them the prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled, which says:
‘Hearing you will hear and shall not understand,
And seeing you will see and not perceive;
15 For the hearts of this people have grown dull.
Their ears are hard of hearing,
And their eyes they have closed,
Lest they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears,
Lest they should understand with their hearts and turn,
So that I should[a] heal them.’[b]
16 But blessed are your eyes for they see, and your ears for they hear; 17 for assuredly, I say to you that many prophets and righteous men desired to see what you see, and did not see it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it.
The Parable of the Sower Explained
18 “Therefore hear the parable of the sower: 19 When anyone hears the word of the kingdom, and does not understand it, then the wicked one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart. This is he who received seed by the wayside.20 But he who received the seed on stony places, this is he who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21 yet he has no root in himself, but endures only for a while. For when tribulation or persecution arises because of the word, immediately he stumbles. 22 Now he who received seed among the thorns is he who hears the word, and the cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and he becomes unfruitful. 23 But he who received seed on the good ground is he who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and produces: some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.”
So what is the fruit that we should produce?
1) The Fruit of the Spirit

Scripture 3 (Old Scripture 9): Galatians 5:22-23

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. 

2) Reaching souls for the Lord Jesus
Scripture 4 (Old Scripture 5): James 5:19-20

19 Brethren, if anyone among you wanders from the truth, and someone turns him back, 20 let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save a soul[f] from death and cover a multitude of sins.

The first time I preached this message I focused quite a bit on not being bored in church and with being a Christian…

Today I would like to look at the other side of this idea and emphasize that we should be excited about the personal growth that being a Christian offers each and every one of us…

***We should pray that we will take risks for the Lord as He leads us to, that we will purpose in our hearts to continually grow in the spirit…

Scripture 5 (Old Scripture 7): Isaiah 6:8

8 Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying:
“Whom shall I send,
And who will go for Us?”
Then I said, “Here am I! Send me.”
***It is important to remember that growth is often accompanied by growing pains…

It is not always easy…

But growth is necessary if we are to be healthy and strong…

Scripture 6: Hebrews 12:3-12
 3 For consider Him who endured such hostility from sinners against Himself, lest you become weary and discouraged in your souls. 4 You have not yet resisted to bloodshed, striving against sin. 5 And you have forgotten the exhortation which speaks to you as to sons:
“My son, do not despise the chastening of the Lord,
Nor be discouraged when you are rebuked by Him;
6 For whom the Lord loves He chastens,
And scourges every son whom He receives.”[a]
7 If[b] you endure chastening, God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom a father does not chasten? 8 But if you are without chastening, of which all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate and not sons. 9 Furthermore, we have had human fathers who corrected us, and we paid them respect. Shall we not much more readily be in subjection to the Father of spirits and live? 10 For they indeed for a few days chastened us as seemed best to them, but He for our profit, that we may be partakers of His holiness. 11 Now no chastening seems to be joyful for the present, but painful; nevertheless, afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it.
I am learning more and more to be excited when I face challenges, when things get hard, when I have a sudden difficulty because these challenges mean that God is in the process of helping me to grow…
When we get to this place, we will stop getting frustrated about our difficulties and start rejoicing in them…

Scripture 7: James 1:2-4, 9-11, 12, 19-21

2 My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. 4 But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing. 5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him. 6 But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind. 7 For let not that man suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; 8 he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.
The Perspective of Rich and Poor
9 Let the lowly brother glory in his exaltation, 10 but the rich in his humiliation, because as a flower of the field he will pass away. 11 For no sooner has the sun risen with a burning heat than it withers the grass; its flower falls, and its beautiful appearance perishes. So the rich man also will fade away in his pursuits.
Loving God Under Trials
12 Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him. 13 Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am tempted by God”; for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone. 14 But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed. 15 Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death.
16 Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren. 17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow of turning. 18 Of His own will He brought us forth by the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of His creatures.
Qualities Needed in Trials
19 So then,[a] my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath; 20 for the wrath of man does not produce the righteousness of God.
Doers—Not Hearers Only
21 Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls.
Scripture 8: Romans 5:1-5
Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have[a] peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3 And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces perseverance; 4 and perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5 Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.
Preparing this message is actually blessing me because it is causing me to be happier than I was before about challenges that I am facing in my own life…Praise the Lord Jesus!

So as you produce the fruit that God wants you to produce – that fruit of the Spirit and those souls that He wants you to pray for and help bring into His kingdom – remember that there will be challenges as you grow in God…

But those challenges will be worth going through…

If God permits, I intend to share about the gifts of the Holy Spirit…
I feel the Holy Spirit wants to share with us that He wants to take every Christian, including each of us here on a special journey…
Part of that journey is walking more in the miraculous, like being used by God to heal and speaking in tongues…
I feel in my spirit that 2018 will be a special year of growth for our church with the Holy Spirit…

I feel led in my spirit to declare that 2018 is a Year of the Holy Spirit for us…

I say a year because every year we should grow closer to each member of the Holy Trinity…

But I believe more of us will speak in tongues and walk in the other gifts of the Holy Spirit in 2018 than ever before…

Thus, it will be a special year of growth in our relationship with Him…

As we prepare for this special season of growth, we have to be ready for growth pains…
We have to remember that God is going to correct us as we grow, and that often He uses people to bring that correction…

Sometimes those people do not have to be our superiors; they can also be our colleagues or even those we are supposed to help or care for…

My children and my students teach me things all the time…

To be teachable is to be wise; we are being foolish when it is difficult for us to receive correction…

Scripture 8b: Proverbs 12:1

Whoever loves instruction loves knowledge,
But he who hates correction is stupid.
***As we grow spiritually, we also have to always combine growth in the gifts of the Spirit with growth in the fruit of the Spirit and growth in winning souls for the Lord Jesus…

Scripture 9: 1 Corinthians 13:1-3

Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I have become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. 2 And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3 And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned,[a] but have not love, it profits me nothing.
Growing in love often means loving people when they are not so easy to love…

It could be a child having a tantrum…

It could be a teenager who is moody because they are going through hormonal and other changes…

It could be an adult who is in a bad mood because they are sick…

It could be our spouse who takes out their stress on us…

We will not learn how to love deeply until we are in a situation where it is difficult for us to love someone…

Growing in peace and joy means that we are going to have to go through some storms…

You cannot experience the peace that passes all understanding until you are in the midst of great difficulties…

Scripture 10: Philippians 4:6-7, 10-13, 19 (v.8)

4 Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice!
5 Let your gentleness be known to all men. The Lord is at hand.
6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; 7 and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.
Meditate on These Things
8 Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy—meditate on these things. 9 The things which you learned and received and heard and saw in me, these do, and the God of peace will be with you.
Philippian Generosity
10 But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at last your care for me has flourished again; though you surely did care, but you lacked opportunity. 11 Not that I speak in regard to need, for I have learned in whatever state I am, to be content: 12 I know how to be abased, and I know how to abound. Everywhere and in all things I have learned both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. 13 I can do all things through Christ[b] who strengthens me.
14 Nevertheless you have done well that you shared in my distress. 15 Now you Philippians know also that in the beginning of the gospel, when I departed from Macedonia, no church shared with me concerning giving and receiving but you only. 16 For even in Thessalonica you sent aid once and again for my necessities. 17 Not that I seek the gift, but I seek the fruit that abounds to your account. 18 Indeed I have all and abound. I am full, having received from Epaphroditus the things sent from you, a sweet-smelling aroma, an acceptable sacrifice, well pleasing to God. 19 And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus. 20 Now to our God and Father be glory forever and ever. Amen.
Again I want to remind us the challenges of growth will be worth going through…

Our best days are ahead of us as long as we walk with the Lord Jesus…

***Don’t be afraid about the areas you are weak in, but rejoice that your weaknesses are just going to be used by God to make sure that He gets the glory for all of great things He is going to use you to do…

Scripture 11: 2 Corinthians 12:7-10
7 And lest I should be exalted above measure by the abundance of the revelations, a thorn in the flesh was given to me, a messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I be exalted above measure. 8 Concerning this thing I pleaded with the Lord three times that it might depart from me. 9 And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 10 Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ’s sake. For when I am weak, then I am strong.
***Don’t be worried about making mistakes…

We are all going to make them…

Scripture 12 (Old Scripture 8): 1 John 1:8-10

8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.

Are we ready to grow?...Are we excited about growing?...PRAYER
