Stay Focused and Feel Good about Yourself
 (June 18, 2017, by Rev. Anthony Menzel)

Yesterday during the deliverance prayer I received a Scripture that I feel is a Word from the Lord, a direct message from God…

Scripture 1: Hebrews 12:1-2
Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

I feel that the Spirit of the Lord is telling us not to be distracted…

Each of us has a purpose…The most important part of that purpose is to reach other people for the Lord Jesus, which means we need to be sharing love and sharing God’s Word…

All of our other goals should be secondary to these goals…

Today I am celebrating the 6th anniversary of our church, Abundant Love Christian Church…

Next week is really the church anniversary…Our first service was Sunday, June 26, 2011…

However, my wife and my daughter Destiny will be traveling to Florida, so they won’t be here next Sunday…

I wanted to celebrate this milestone while they were here…

What is the Mission of our church? What I believe is God’s primary mission for all humanity…
Scripture 2: Matthew 22:35-40

35 Then one of them, a lawyer, asked Him a question, testing Him, and saying, 36 “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?”
37 Jesus said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’[d] 38 This is the first and great commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’[e] 40 On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.”
Complying with these two commandments is our highest purpose…

And how can we love people if we don’t try to help them to get to heaven?...

If I love someone and I see that they are going to do something that will be harmful to them, then I will try my best to help them avoid that harm…

There is nothing more harmful and more painful than living without the Lord Jesus and then going to hell to spend all eternity away from God…

We really have to keep praying for those tracts that were handed out last week until God uses us to bring someone to church, not just to visit but to stay in His kingdom forever…

We really have to keep our focus…It’s ok to relax, but do we have the proper balance between relaxing and praying, studying God’s Word, and doing the things God wants us to do? Do we spend the time God wants us to showing love to our loved ones, friends, neighbors, co-workers, and the other people He puts in our path?

The phone, the TV, the computer, all of the things that distract us…

Our pursuit of money and material things, pleasure, and sin itself…

Those things that are not sin have to be done or used in moderation if we are going to achieve the purpose God has for our lives…

Sin should be something where we simply say to the devil and to our flesh, “Ain’t nobody got time for that!” Because in reality we don’t have time for sin if we are going to reach the people God wants for us to reach for  Him…

In addition to this Word from the Lord, I felt in my spirit that God wanted me to share a little bit about Father’s Day…
I have been blessed to have a wonderful father…

Nobody is perfect, but my father always has tried to be the best father he can be…

Unfortunately many people do not have good fathers…

Either their fathers are totally absent, or they are emotionally distant…

Some fathers think that as long as they provide at least part of the finances for the family, they have done their jobs…

I really don’t feel is so much to talk about how we should treat our children and wives as fathers…

Instead, I want to encourage everyone who has not had the relationship they have wanted with their fathers that regardless of the relationship you have had with your biological father, you have a Heavenly Father who loves you more than anyone else ever can or will…

1) You should feel totally loved because the most important person in the universe, Your Heavenly Father, loves you totally and completely. Regardless of what you have suffered in your life, He showed His love for you by coming to earth and dying on the cross.

The Lord Jesus is not only the Son of God, the Son of Man, the Son of David, the King of Kings, the Lord of Lords, the Second Person of the Holy Trinity, and God the Son, but He is also a spiritual Father to us…

Scripture 3: Isaiah 9:6-7

For unto us a Child is born,
Unto us a Son is given;
And the government will be upon His shoulder.
And His name will be called
Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7 Of the increase of His government and peace
There will be no end,
Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom,
To order it and establish it with judgment and justice
From that time forward, even forever.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.
This prophecy about the Lord Jesus shows that He is not only God the Son, but He is also a spiritual father to us, along with our Heavenly Father.

Scripture 4: John 15:13
13 Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends. 
2) You should feel good about yourself because you are important to your Heavenly Father…

Scripture 5: Matthew 10:29-31
29 Are not two sparrows sold for a copper coin? And not one of them falls to the ground apart from your Father’s will. 30 But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. 31 Do not fear therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows.
Scripture 6: Psalm 139:1-18
O Lord, You have searched me and known me.
2 You know my sitting down and my rising up;
You understand my thought afar off.
3 You comprehend my path and my lying down,
And are acquainted with all my ways.
4 For there is not a word on my tongue,
But behold, O Lord, You know it altogether.
5 You have hedged me behind and before,
And laid Your hand upon me.
6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;
It is high, I cannot attain it.
7 Where can I go from Your Spirit?
Or where can I flee from Your presence?
8 If I ascend into heaven, You are there;
If I make my bed in hell, behold, You are there.
9 If I take the wings of the morning,
And dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea,
10 Even there Your hand shall lead me,
And Your right hand shall hold me.
11 If I say, “Surely the darkness shall fall[a] on me,”
Even the night shall be light about me;
12 Indeed, the darkness shall not hide from You,
But the night shines as the day;
The darkness and the light are both alike to You.
13 For You formed my inward parts;
You covered me in my mother’s womb.
14 I will praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made;[b]
Marvelous are Your works,
And that my soul knows very well.
15 My frame was not hidden from You,
When I was made in secret,
And skillfully wrought in the lowest parts of the earth.
16 Your eyes saw my substance, being yet unformed.
And in Your book they all were written,
The days fashioned for me,
When as yet there were none of them.
17 How precious also are Your thoughts to me, O God!
How great is the sum of them!
18 If I should count them, they would be more in number than the sand;
When I awake, I am still with You.
3) We should never be ashamed to come to God. He will always be happy to see us if we come to Him with a humble, repentant heart.
Scripture 7: Psalm 51:17

The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit,
A broken and a contrite heart—
These, O God, You will not despise.

Scripture 8: Luke 18:9-14
9 Also He spoke this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and despised others: 10 “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.11 The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, ‘God, I thank You that I am not like other men—extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I possess.’ 13 And the tax collector, standing afar off, would not so much as raise his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me a sinner!’ 14 I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.”
Scripture 9: Luke 15:11-24
11 Then He said: “A certain man had two sons. 12 And the younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the portion of goods that falls to me.’ So he divided to them his livelihood. 13 And not many days after, the younger son gathered all together, journeyed to a far country, and there wasted his possessions with prodigal living. 14 But when he had spent all, there arose a severe famine in that land, and he began to be in want. 15 Then he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country, and he sent him into his fields to feed swine.16 And he would gladly have filled his stomach with the pods that the swine ate, and no one gave him anything.
17 “But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger! 18 I will arise and go to my father, and will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you, 19 and I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Make me like one of your hired servants.”’
20 “And he arose and came to his father. But when he was still a great way off, his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and kissed him. 21 And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight, and am no longer worthy to be called your son.’
22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring[b] out the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet.23 And bring the fatted calf here and kill it, and let us eat and be merry; 24 for this my son was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ And they began to be merry.
