Our Main Purpose in Life
(February 5, 2017, by Rev. Anthony Menzel)

The title of today's message is "Our Main Purpose in Life."
How many of you want to know what God's Will is for your life?

How many of you want an eternal purpose for your life?

As I was praying about today's sermon, I felt that the Holy Spirit wanted me to remind everyone about the main purpose that God has for each and every one of our lives…
It is true that God has a specific will for each person's life…

Scripture 1: Jeremiah 1:4-10
4 Then the word of the Lord came to me, saying:
5 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you;
Before you were born I sanctified you;
I ordained you a prophet to the nations.”
6 Then said I:
“Ah, Lord God!
Behold, I cannot speak, for I am a youth.”
7 But the Lord said to me:
“Do not say, ‘I am a youth,’
For you shall go to all to whom I send you,
And whatever I command you, you shall speak.
8 Do not be afraid of their faces,
For I am with you to deliver you,” says the Lord.
9 Then the Lord put forth His hand and touched my mouth, and the Lord said to me:
“Behold, I have put My words in your mouth.
10 See, I have this day set you over the nations and over the kingdoms,
To root out and to pull down,
To destroy and to throw down,
To build and to plant.”
This is yet another scripture that teaches us that abortion is wrong…
If God forms us in our mother's womb, abortion is directly coming against the work of God…

It is murder…

God has a plan for every baby, no matter what the circumstances of their birth…

Their parents may consider them to be a mistake, but no one is a mistake for God…

Scripture 2: Romans 8:28

28 And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose.

We know that God loves everyone, especially children…

There are so many passages that attest to the special place that children have in the heart of the Lord Jesus…

Scripture 3: Matthew 18:2-11

2 Then Jesus called a little child to Him, set him in the midst of them, 3 and said, “Assuredly, I say to you, unless you are converted and become as little children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 Therefore whoever humbles himself as this little child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 5 Whoever receives one little child like this in My name receives Me.
Jesus Warns of Offenses
6 “Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to sin, it would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck, and he were drowned in the depth of the sea. 7 Woe to the world because of offenses! For offenses must come, but woe to that man by whom the offense comes!
8 “If your hand or foot causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it from you. It is better for you to enter into life lame or maimed, rather than having two hands or two feet, to be cast into the everlasting fire. 9 And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you. It is better for you to enter into life with one eye, rather than having two eyes, to be cast into hell fire.
The Parable of the Lost Sheep
10 “Take heed that you do not despise one of these little ones, for I say to you that in heaven their angels always see the face of My Father who is in heaven. 11 For the Son of Man has come to save that which was lost.[a]
This passage is very special to me…

One reason is that the Holy Spirit used it to speak to me about my oldest daughter Destiny…

Verse 5 says that when we receive a little child in the name of the Lord Jesus, we receive the Lord Jesus Himself…

Thus, any good thing I do for Destiny I know I am doing it not only for her but also for the Lord Himself…

That is part of why I don't like calling her my stepdaughter and I don't want there to be differences between her and Gabriela…

I have received her in my heart as part of God's specific will for my life, and I pray that she will always be there…

That is one of my most important ministries because by receiving her, I am also receiving the Lord Jesus in a very special way…

This passage also is important because it teaches us how important it is to advocate for and protect children…

As a school teacher, that has special significance to me because teenagers to a large degree are not children in adult bodies…

They are not fully mature yet…

As a parent, this passage is also important because it teaches us that every child is of utmost value to God…

So much so that angels are especially assigned to them…

Those angels have direct access to God…
Before I get back to the general Will of God for all of us, I want to also say that age does not matter in the Kindgom of God.

Scripture 4: 2 Peter 3:8-13

8 But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 9 The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us,[b] not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.
The Day of the Lord
10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up.[c] 11 Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, 12 looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt with fervent heat? 13 Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.
When we look at the previous passage regarding not hurting people, especially children, it is really important that we ask God to engrave such passages on our hearts…

We do not know when the end will come, either for the world in general or for one's individual life…

One of my main goals in life is just to be a good person…

A person who does the right things, thinks the right things, feels the right things, says the right things…

I do not want to hurt anyone, especially God…

The Word of God says that we all fall short, which means we all make mistakes…

However, the times I feel most successful is when I am being a nice person…

Being a nice person is one of the most important parts of God's general will for all of us, just like this passage in 2 Peter indicates…

In addition, this passage teaches us that time is not a impediment to God…

Thus, even if a person does not have much time left in their earthly life, they can still be used mightily to advance God's Kingdom…

With respect to age and God's Will, there are two passages I feel I need to share with you:

Scripture 5: Luke 23:39-43

39 Then one of the criminals who were hanged blasphemed Him, saying, “If You are the Christ,[j] save Yourself and us.”
40 But the other, answering, rebuked him, saying, “Do you not even fear God, seeing you are under the same condemnation? 41 And we indeed justly, for we receive the due reward of our deeds; but this Man has done nothing wrong.” 42 Then he said to Jesus, “Lord,[k] remember me when You come into Your kingdom.”
43 And Jesus said to him, “Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise.”
One thing this passage shows us is that it is really important for us to pray for people instead of judging people…

The Lord Jesus died for everyone's salvation, even for the criminals…

By praying and being kind to everyone, we can be part of God's plans to bring back even the people who seem the most lost…

Scripture 6: Luke 2:25-38

25 And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon, and this man was just and devout, waiting for the Consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27 So he came by the Spirit into the temple. And when the parents brought in the Child Jesus, to do for Him according to the custom of the law, 28 he took Him up in his arms and blessed God and said:
29 “Lord, now You are letting Your servant depart in peace,
According to Your word;
30 For my eyes have seen Your salvation
31 Which You have prepared before the face of all peoples,
32 A light to bring revelation to the Gentiles,
And the glory of Your people Israel.”
33 And Joseph and His mother[h] marveled at those things which were spoken of Him. 34 Then Simeon blessed them, and said to Mary His mother, “Behold, this Child is destined for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign which will be spoken against 35 (yes, a sword will pierce through your own soul also), that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.”
Anna Bears Witness to the Redeemer
36 Now there was one, Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, and had lived with a husband seven years from her virginity; 37 and this woman was a widow of about eighty-four years,[i] who did not depart from the temple, but served God with fastings and prayers night and day. 38 And coming in that instant she gave thanks to the Lord,[j] and spoke of Him to all those who looked for redemption in Jerusalem.
Here we see two elderly people…

One of the most important parts of God's specific will for their lives was for them to testify that the Baby Jesus was the Messiah, the Son of God who had come to bring salvation to the world…

If you are nearing the end of your life, stay close to the Lord Jesus…

God still has very important things for you to do for His Kingdom…

Just like Anna, who was over 100 years old when she prophesied over Baby Jesus…

She served God with fasting and prayer…

God's ultimate goal for us is just to be with Him…

This has been a theme that has been coming in the Word that He has given us for the past several weeks…

He's saying it again…

I believe by telling us this, He wants to encourage us…

Sometimes we can look at our lives and feel that we haven't accomplished much…

How many of you have had dreams that you have not accomplished yet?

How many of you feel like you have dreams that you may never accomplish?

I am here today to tell you not only can God help you to accomplish those dreams…

Scripture 7: Luke 18:27

27 But He said, “The things which are impossible with men are possible with God.”

I am here to tell you something even more important…

Whether or not you accomplish all your dreams does not determine whether or not you are successful…

What makes you truly successful is being with the Lord Jesus…

God does not describe heaven as the meeting of a company but as a big party…

For those of us who like food, it is complete with lots of food…

Scripture 8: Matthew 22:1-14

And Jesus answered and spoke to them again by parables and said: 2 “The kingdom of heaven is like a certain king who arranged a marriage for his son, 3 and sent out his servants to call those who were invited to the wedding; and they were not willing to come. 4 Again, he sent out other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who are invited, “See, I have prepared my dinner; my oxen and fatted cattle are killed, and all things are ready. Come to the wedding.”’ 5 But they made light of it and went their ways, one to his own farm, another to his business. 6 And the rest seized his servants, treated them spitefully, and killed them. 7 But when the king heard about it, he was furious. And he sent out his armies, destroyed those murderers, and burned up their city. 8 Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding is ready, but those who were invited were not worthy. 9 Therefore go into the highways, and as many as you find, invite to the wedding.’ 10 So those servants went out into the highways and gathered together all whom they found, both bad and good. And the wedding hall was filled with guests.
11 “But when the king came in to see the guests, he saw a man there who did not have on a wedding garment. 12 So he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you come in here without a wedding garment?’ And he was speechless. 13 Then the king said to the servants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, take him away, and[a] cast him into outer darkness; there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’
14 “For many are called, but few are chosen.”
How do we get to be among the chosen?
We read in 2 Peter 3 that God wants everyone to go to heaven…

We get to be among the chosen by deciding who and what our first love is going to be…

Is it going to be the Lord Jesus, or are there things and people who are more important to us than Him?

Scripture 9: Revelation 2:1-5

“To the angel of the church of Ephesus write,
‘These things says He who holds the seven stars in His right hand, who walks in the midst of the seven golden lampstands: 2 “I know your works, your labor, your patience, and that you cannot bear those who are evil. And you have tested those who say they are apostles and are not, and have found them liars; 3 and you have persevered and have patience, and have labored for My name’s sake and have not become weary. 4 Nevertheless I have this against you, that you have left your first love. 5 Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent and do the first works, or else I will come to you quickly and remove your lampstand from its place—unless you repent.
Scripture 10: Revelation 3:19-21

19 As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore be zealous and repent. 20 Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me. 21 To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.

