Always Want Jesus Christ’s Presence in Your Life
 (October 8, 2017, by Rev. Anthony Menzel)

Today’s message is entitled “Always Want Jesus Christ’s Presence in Your Life.”
It is true that it is very important to come to church.

I say this not because I am a pastor but because the Word of God teaches us that church attendance is important.

Scripture 1: Hebrews 10:24-29
24 And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, 25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.
The Just Live by Faith
26 For if we sin willfully after we have received the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, 27 but a certain fearful expectation of judgment, and fiery indignation which will devour the adversaries. 28 Anyone who has rejected Moses’ law dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses. 29 Of how much worse punishment, do you suppose, will he be thought worthy who has trampled the Son of God underfoot, counted the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified a common thing, and insulted the Spirit of grace? 30 For we know Him who said, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,”[e] says the Lord.[f] And again, “The Lord will judge His people.”[g] 31 It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.

35 Therefore do not cast away your confidence, which has great reward. 36 For you have need of endurance, so that after you have done the will of God, you may receive the promise:
37 “For yet a little while,
And He[j] who is coming will come and will not tarry.
38 Now the[k] just shall live by faith;
But if anyone draws back,
My soul has no pleasure in him.”[l]
39 But we are not of those who draw back to perdition, but of those who believe to the saving of the soul.
Being together as a spiritual family helps us to recognize when we may be falling away from God in certain areas.
It reminds us of areas in which we need to grow.

As we were reminded clearly during the ministry of Rev. Luís and Rev. Juana last week, coming to church has the potential to change us into being better people each time we assemble in the name of the Lord Jesus…

In fact, that improvement is what we should seek…

I. At the same time, we need to seek the Lord Jesus all the time…

Scripture 2: 1 Thessalonians 5:14-24
14 Now we exhort you, brethren, warn those who are unruly, comfort the fainthearted, uphold the weak, be patient with all. 15 See that no one renders evil for evil to anyone, but always pursue what is good both for yourselves and for all.
16 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.
19 Do not quench the Spirit. 20 Do not despise prophecies. 21 Test all things; hold fast what is good. 22 Abstain from every form of evil.
Blessing and Admonition
23 Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely; and may your whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 He who calls you is faithful, who also will do it.
There no exemptions or exceptions when you are a Christian…
You do not have to be best friends with everyone or trust everyone, but you do have to show love to everyone…

We don’t get time off from being a Christian…

We should always be praising and giving thanks to God-Father, Son Jesus Christ, and Holy Spirit…

We should always be praying…

We should stay away from everything that is evil…

Scripture 3: Ephesians 4:29-32
29 Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but what is good for necessary edification, that it may impart grace to the hearers. 30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31 Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and evil speaking be put away from you, with all malice. 32 And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God in Christ forgave you.
Again, there is no time when we should curse, gossip, or speak words of death as a Christian…
There is no resentment or long-term anger that we are entitled to…

We have to forgive so that God will forgive us…
Scripture 4: Mark 11:24-26
24 Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you will have them.
Forgiveness and Prayer
25 “And whenever you stand praying, if you have anything against anyone, forgive him, that your Father in heaven may also forgive you your trespasses. 26 But if you do not forgive, neither will your Father in heaven forgive your trespasses.”
We also need to remember that we can not hide from God…
Scripture 5: Luke 12:1-3

In the meantime, when an innumerable multitude of people had gathered together, so that they trampled one another, He began to say to His disciples first of all, “Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. 2 For there is nothing covered that will not be revealed, nor hidden that will not be known.3 Therefore whatever you have spoken in the dark will be heard in the light, and what you have spoken in the ear in inner rooms will be proclaimed on the housetops.

Scripture 6: Psalm 139:1-18
O Lord, You have searched me and known me.
2 You know my sitting down and my rising up;
You understand my thought afar off.
3 You comprehend my path and my lying down,
And are acquainted with all my ways.
4 For there is not a word on my tongue,
But behold, O Lord, You know it altogether.
5 You have hedged me behind and before,
And laid Your hand upon me.
6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;
It is high, I cannot attain it.
7 Where can I go from Your Spirit?
Or where can I flee from Your presence?
8 If I ascend into heaven, You are there;
If I make my bed in hell, behold, You are there.
9 If I take the wings of the morning,
And dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea,
10 Even there Your hand shall lead me,
And Your right hand shall hold me.
11 If I say, “Surely the darkness shall fall[a] on me,”
Even the night shall be light about me;
12 Indeed, the darkness shall not hide from You,
But the night shines as the day;
The darkness and the light are both alike to You.
13 For You formed my inward parts;
You covered me in my mother’s womb.
14 I will praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made;[b]
Marvelous are Your works,
And that my soul knows very well.
15 My frame was not hidden from You,
When I was made in secret,
And skillfully wrought in the lowest parts of the earth.
16 Your eyes saw my substance, being yet unformed.
And in Your book they all were written,
The days fashioned for me,
When as yet there were none of them.
17 How precious also are Your thoughts to me, O God!
How great is the sum of them!
18 If I should count them, they would be more in number than the sand;
When I awake, I am still with You.
II. An important part of seeking Jesus Christ all the time is to study God’s Word consistently…
Some churches are open almost every day so that people can hear the Word all the time…

Even if you have difficulty reading the Bible, perhaps because of vision problems or because of a lack of academic study, the audio Bible is now on the Internet, as well as on CDs. You can listen to the Bible in many languages on your phone, including both English and Spanish. I played portions of the Bible for Gabriela in 20 different languages when she was first born in order both to expose her to the Word of God and to expose her to the sounds of different languages. Experts say that a child who is exposed to different languages in the first months of life will generally have an increased ability to learn different languages fluently later in life…

To grow in faith, we need to grow in the knowledge of the Word of God…

Scripture 7: Romans 10:17
17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

I have decided to bring Bible study back to our church, thanks to Brother William Falquez…

We used to have Sunday school after service when Brother Paulino was here…

But I am going to do the Bible study differently…

On those Sundays when there is no special celebration or special meeting after service, we will meet in the Conference Room…
To participate, you have to take Bible study notes in a notebook or in an organized fashion on your phone…

I will not bring a message, but I will check the Bible study notes of everyone who participates…

If I have a lot of participants, I may ask one or more of the leaders to help me check the notes as time goes on…

Then I will answer any questions that you have about what you read…

The topic of discussion will be based on your questions…

If I need to do additional research, I will bring the findings of my research the following week…

I will go over the requirements you need for your Bible study notes today after church…

Also, please feel free to bring your children to the study…

Depending on their age, they can either participate or play quietly…

As the Lord Jesus said,

Scripture 8: Matthew 19:13-15

13 Then little children were brought to Him that He might put His hands on them and pray, but the disciples rebuked them. 14 But Jesus said, “Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of heaven.” 15 And He laid His hands on them and departed from there.
The benefits of always wanting Jesus Christ’s Presence in your life are many…

1) One important benefit is that you will be much happier as time passes…

I have come to the place where I feel more and more blessed every day because each day I get to know the Lord Jesus at least a little better…

Scripture 9: Psalm 16:11

You will show me the path of life;
In Your presence is fullness of joy;
At Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.

Scripture 10: Galatians 5:22-23

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.
As we mature in faith, we will develop more and more godly qualities in our lives, and we will be able to enjoy God’s best blessings more and more…

2) We will know more clearly what to do each day, including big decisions that we need to make…

Scripture 11: Psalm 119:103-105

How sweet are Your words to my taste,
Sweeter than honey to my mouth!
104 Through Your precepts I get understanding;
Therefore I hate every false way.
ן Nun
105 Your word is a lamp to my feet
And a light to my path.
3) Another important benefit is that over time, you will eliminate stress and frustration in your life…

We need the Lord Jesus’ help to stay in this narrow way…

We can’t do it on our own…

Sometimes we get stressed and depressed because we are trying to live for Jesus Christ without relying on Him to help to do so…

Scripture 12: Deuteronomy 32:30
How could one chase a thousand,
And two put ten thousand to flight,
Unless their Rock had sold them,
And the Lord had surrendered them?
Scripture 13: Philippians 4:11-13
11 Not that I speak in regard to need, for I have learned in whatever state I am, to be content: 12 I know how to be abased, and I know how to abound. Everywhere and in all things I have learned both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. 13 I can do all things through Christ[b] who strengthens me.

Scripture 14: Matthew 11:28-30

28 Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.”
