Have Victory Over Idolatry
 (May 21, 2017, by Rev. Anthony Menzel)

The title of today's message is "Have Victory Over Idolatry."
The minister who preached at Gospelfest, where I sang last week, A. R. Bernard, the pastor of a church of 33,000 people, shared that life is a series of moments. Each moment is important because it teaches us something and/or forms us into who we are.
Scripture 1: Joel 3:14
Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision!
For the day of the Lord is near in the valley of decision.
During many of these moments, we have to make a choice:

Will we serve the Lord Jesus, or will we serve an idol?

Scripture 2: Luke 11:23
23 He who is not with Me is against Me, and he who does not gather with Me scatters.
If we are not doing what the Lord Jesus wants us to do, then we are against Him: We are scattering instead of advancing the Kingdom of God.
We are essentially involved in idolatry…

We are worshipping something or someone else besides God…

The central tenet of the Jewish faith is the “Shammah,” the declaration that there is only one God…

As we know, our God is the Jewish God; the Christian faith stems from Judaism; our Lord Jesus Christ was a Jew when He walked upon the earth as a man…

We understand with the First of Coming of the Lord Jesus that the one true God exists as three persons…
However, at the same time, as the doctrine of the Trinity affirms, we should always remember that there is only one God…

Scripture 3: Deuteronomy 6:4-15

4 “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one![b] 5 You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength.
6 “And these words which I command you today shall be in your heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up. 8 You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 9 You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.
Caution Against Disobedience
10 “So it shall be, when the Lord your God brings you into the land of which He swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give you large and beautiful cities which you did not build, 11 houses full of all good things, which you did not fill, hewn-out wells which you did not dig, vineyards and olive trees which you did not plant—when you have eaten and are full— 12 then beware, lest you forget the Lord who brought you out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage. 13 You shall fear the Lord your God and serve Him, and shall take oaths in His name. 14 You shall not go after other gods, the gods of the peoples who are all around you 15 (for the Lord your God is a jealous God among you), lest the anger of the Lord your God be aroused against you and destroy you from the face of the earth.
As I have mentioned before, idols include images and statues, but they are not just images and statues. They are anything that we choose over God…

For example, lust can be an idol…Being involved in anything that is sex outside of marriage, including pornography is showing that that type of carnal desire is more important to us than the Lord Jesus…

Scripture 4: Matthew 5:27-28

27 “You have heard that it was said to those of old,[c] ‘You shall not commit adultery.’[d] 28 But I say to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 
Money and material things can be an idol…

Scripture 5: Luke 18:18-27
18 Now a certain ruler asked Him, saying, “Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?”
19 So Jesus said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good but One, that is, God. 20 You know the commandments: ‘Do not commit adultery,’ ‘Do not murder,’ ‘Do not steal,’ ‘Do not bear false witness,’ ‘Honor your father and your mother.’ ”[a]
21 And he said, “All these things I have kept from my youth.”
22 So when Jesus heard these things, He said to him, “You still lack one thing. Sell all that you have and distribute to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.”
23 But when he heard this, he became very sorrowful, for he was very rich.
With God All Things Are Possible
24 And when Jesus saw that he became very sorrowful, He said, “How hard it is for those who have riches to enter the kingdom of God! 25 For it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.”
26 And those who heard it said, “Who then can be saved?”
27 But He said, “The things which are impossible with men are possible with God.”
One of the most important things to realize in this life is that when you become a Christian, life is no longer about you and what you want…It’s sort of like the transition to being a parent: For a good parent, life is no longer primarily about you; it’s about the lives of the children that God has entrusted to you…

When you have to, you put your dreams and your desires aside, and sometimes even your needs aside, to see that your children’s needs are met and to help them achieve their dreams…

Anyone who thinks that being a parent or grandparent or having some other important role in the lives of children or youth is not a ministry does not fully understand the Word of God…

Scripture 6: Matthew 18:1-5
At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who then is greatest in the kingdom of heaven?”
2 Then Jesus called a little child to Him, set him in the midst of them, 3 and said, “Assuredly, I say to you, unless you are converted and become as little children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 Therefore whoever humbles himself as this little child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 5 Whoever receives one little child like this in My name receives Me.
Scripture 7: 1 Timothy 5:8
8 But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.
I love Scriptures like this one because they show how real God is…

He is not just some pie in the sky who deals in theories…

His Word is real, and it is to be applied to real-life situations in a very concrete way…

Scripture 8: Galatians 2:20
20 I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me. We have to value and appreciate our blessings…
The great thing about living for the Lord Jesus is that what you gain is some much more than what you lose. It is so worth giving up sin and your own desires when they conflict with the Lord’s desires…

Scripture 9: Luke 9:23-26

23 Then He said to them all, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily,[a] and follow Me. 24 For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will save it. 25 For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and is himself destroyed or lost? 26 For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words, of him the Son of Man will be ashamed when He comes in His own glory, and in His Father’s, and of the holy angels. 
Scripture 10: Luke 18:28-29
28 Then Peter said, “See, we have left all[b] and followed You.”
29 So He said to them, “Assuredly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or parents or brothers or wife or children, for the sake of the kingdom of God, 30 who shall not receive many times more in this present time, and in the age to come eternal life.”
Moreover, with the Lord Jesus, we have access to a peace and joy that is better than any other type of peace or joy…
Scripture 11: Romans 14:17

17 for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 
Scripture 12: 1 Peter 1:6-9

6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by various trials, 7 that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ, 8 whom having not seen[a] you love. Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, 9 receiving the end of your faith—the salvation of your souls.
Scripture 13: Psalm 16:11

11 You will show me the path of life;
In Your presence is fullness of joy;
At Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.
