Three Barriers to God's Blessings
(March 5, 2017, by Rev. Anthony Menzel)

In the traditional religious calendar of Western Christianity, Wednesday was Ash Wednesday…

We are now in the season of Lent, the time when followers of the Lord Jesus prepare to commemorate the Resurrection of the Lord Jesus…

For believers that resurrection represents our hope of being resurrected from the dead in the future…

It also represents us being resurrected from death in our earthly life…

Scripture 1: 2 Corinthians 5:17

17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.

Scripture 2: Romans 6:1-14
What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound? 2 Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin live any longer in it? 3 Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.
5 For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, 6 knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin. 7 For he who has died has been freed from sin. 8 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him, 9 knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, dies no more. Death no longer has dominion over Him. 10 For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God. 11 Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts. 13 And do not present your members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to God as being alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God. 14 For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under law but under grace.
The title of today's message is "Three Barriers to God's Blessings."

1) Unforgiveness

2) Sin 
3) Doubt and ingratitude 
I do not know if we get through talking about all three of these barriers today…

I have wanted to have communion in the church since Christmas, but I keep feeling that God does not want me to celebrate the Holy Supper, Sunday after Sunday…

Now I am feeling that when I finish talking about barriers to God's blessings, then we will have communion…

He is preparing us for a communion service that will be a special time of communion with Him, a special time in His Presence…

1) There should be no one in your life that you do not talk to because you are angry or offended.

Last week I mentioned this scripture, but I am going to repeat it because it is very important…

Scripture 3: Matthew 5:21-26

21 “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder,[a] and whoever murders will be in danger of the judgment.’22 But I say to you that whoever is angry with his brother without a cause[b] shall be in danger of the judgment. And whoever says to his brother, ‘Raca!’ shall be in danger of the council. But whoever says, ‘You fool!’ shall be in danger of hell fire. 23 Therefore if you bring your gift to the altar, and there remember that your brother has something against you, 24 leave your gift there before the altar, and go your way. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift. 25 Agree with your adversary quickly, while you are on the way with him, lest your adversary deliver you to the judge, the judge hand you over to the officer, and you be thrown into prison. 26 Assuredly, I say to you, you will by no means get out of there till you have paid the last penny.
If there are people you resent or do not talk to because you do not forgive them, you have lost your salvation.

Scripture 4: Mark 11:22-26

22 So Jesus answered and said to them, “Have faith in God. 23 For assuredly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that those things he says will be done, he will have whatever he says. 24 Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you will have them.
Forgiveness and Prayer
25 “And whenever you stand praying, if you have anything against anyone, forgive him, that your Father in heaven may also forgive you your trespasses. 26 But if you do not forgive, neither will your Father in heaven forgive your trespasses.”[g]
Even when people hurt me and do not want to admit they are wrong, I forgive them, not for their well-being but for my own well-being…

Unforgiveness is so important to God that He says that we should never go to sleep angry…

Scripture 5: Ephesians 4:26-27

26 “Be angry, and do not sin”:[f] do not let the sun go down on your wrath, 27 nor give place to the devil.

When you stay mad, you are putting your soul at risk…

Scripture 6: Matthew 18:21-35
21 Then Peter came to Him and said, “Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? Up to seven times?”
22 Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven. 23 Therefore the kingdom of heaven is like a certain king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. 24 And when he had begun to settle accounts, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. 25 But as he was not able to pay, his master commanded that he be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and that payment be made. 26 The servant therefore fell down before him, saying, ‘Master, have patience with me, and I will pay you all.’ 27 Then the master of that servant was moved with compassion, released him, and forgave him the debt.
28 “But that servant went out and found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii; and he laid hands on him and took him by the throat, saying, ‘Pay me what you owe!’ 29 So his fellow servant fell down at his feet[d] and begged him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you all.’[e] 30 And he would not, but went and threw him into prison till he should pay the debt. 31 So when his fellow servants saw what had been done, they were very grieved, and came and told their master all that had been done. 32 Then his master, after he had called him, said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you begged me. 33 Should you not also have had compassion on your fellow servant, just as I had pity on you?’ 34 And his master was angry, and delivered him to the torturers until he should pay all that was due to him.
35 “So My heavenly Father also will do to you if each of you, from his heart, does not forgive his brother his trespasses.”[f]
Today I do not want us to leave the church the way we came…

I want each of us to think of people that we are angry with, disappointed in, people who have hurt our feelings…

We are going to go before God and forgive…

How many of you want to receive from the Lord?

If you do not forgive, if you are not kind to others, then you hinder your relationship with the Lord, including your prayers…

Scripture 7: 1 Peter 3:7

7 Husbands, likewise, dwell with them with understanding, giving honor to the wife, as to the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life, that your prayers may not be hindered.
We are going to take a true, Christian, spiritual bath…

Scripture 8: 1 John 1:9-10

9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.
….Then after church I would like anyone who has someone in their life who they have not talked to because they are angry, hurt, or resentful to call that person and do your best to make amends…

