Spiritual Warfare: Respect the Supernatural
(October 21, 2018, by Rev. Anthony Menzel)

What did we learn about last week? [Dealing with large demonic powers…Powers that influence regions and nations…]

With these powers, we learned that you have be especially prepared…

Today I feel led to emphasize that as Christians, we must respect the supernatural, whether the supernatural being is from God or from the devil…

Respect for supernatural things that come from God should be obvious…
###1 God wants us to respect any supernatural force, including demonic ones…

Such respect is for our protection because He knows that without His protection, we are very weak…

Scripture 1: Jude 3-4, 8-10, 17-22

3 Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning our common salvation, I found it necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints. 4 For certain men have crept in unnoticed, who long ago were marked out for this condemnation, ungodly men, who turn the grace of our God into lewdness and deny the only Lord [b]God and our Lord Jesus Christ.
Old and New Apostates
5 But I want to remind you, though you once knew this, that the Lord, having saved the people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed those who did not believe. 6 And the angels who did not keep their [c]proper domain, but left their own abode, He has reserved in everlasting chains under darkness for the judgment of the great day; 7 as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities around them in a similar manner to these, having given themselves over to sexual immorality and gone after strange flesh, are set forth as an example, suffering the [d]vengeance of eternal fire.
8 Likewise also these dreamers defile the flesh, reject authority, and speak evil of [e]dignitaries. 9 Yet Michael the archangel, in [f]contending with the devil, when he disputed about the body of Moses, dared not bring against him a reviling accusation, but said, “The Lord rebuke you!” 10 But these speak evil of whatever they do not know; and whatever they know naturally, like brute beasts, in these things they corrupt themselves. 11 Woe to them! For they have gone in the way of Cain, have run greedily in the error of Balaam for profit, and perished in the rebellion of Korah.
Apostates Depraved and Doomed
12 These are [g]spots in your love feasts, while they feast with you without fear, serving only themselves. They are clouds without water, carried [h]about by the winds; late autumn trees without fruit, twice dead, pulled up by the roots; 13 raging waves of the sea, foaming up their own shame; wandering stars for whom is reserved the blackness of darkness forever.
14 Now Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men also, saying, “Behold, the Lord comes with ten thousands of His saints, 15 to execute judgment on all, to convict all who are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have committed in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him.”
Apostates Predicted
16 These are grumblers, complainers, walking according to their own lusts; and they mouth great swelling words, flattering people to gain advantage. 17 But you, beloved, remember the words which were spoken before by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ: 18 how they told you that there would be mockers in the last time who would walk according to their own ungodly lusts. 19 These are [i]sensual persons, who cause divisions, not having the Spirit.
Maintain Your Life with God
20 But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, 21 keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.
22 And on some have compassion, [j]making a distinction; 23 but others save [k]with fear, pulling them out of the [l]fire, hating even the garment defiled by the flesh.
###2It is very interesting that the battle between the Archangel Michael and the devil is not recorded in the standard Hebrew Scriptures, nor is it recorded in the Apocrypha…

https://www.gotquestions.org/Michael-Satan-Moses.html
https://hermeneutics.stackexchange.com/questions/27903/to-what-dispute-is-jude-19-referring-regarding-the-body-of-moses
Origen claims that the Letter of Jude picked up the story of Michael and the devil arguing over the body of Moses from a Jewish text called the Ascension of Moses. (Origen was a Christian theologian, lived from c. 185 – 254: https://www.britannica.com/biography/Origen)

Origen, De Principiis 3.2.1

We have now to notice, agreeably to the statements of Scripture, how the opposing powers, or the devil himself, contends with the human race, inciting and instigating men to sin. And in the first place, in the book of Genesis, the serpent is described as having seduced Eve; regarding whom, in the work entitled The Ascension of Moses (a little treatise, of which the Apostle Jude makes mention in his Epistle), the archangel Michael, when disputing with the devil regarding the body of Moses, says that the serpent, being inspired by the devil, was the cause of Adam and Eve’s transgression.

References to this apocryphal story are found in early Christian literature.

The text we have which is titled the Ascension of Moses, however, does not contain this particular event. It may be that our text is missing the section containing the story of the dispute over Moses' body, or we may have misidentified which text we have.

From one of the church’s baptism classes

H. The process of determining which books have been included in the Bible 

1. There are 3 steps in this process (Geisler et al 74 - 75): 

a.) Inspiration by God: People could not recognize the divine authority of a book if that book did not 
possess that authority. 

b.) Recognition by God's people: The community to which a book was directed accepted right away that 
the book was inspired by God. 

c.) Collection and preservation by God's people: The book was copied and transmitted from 
generation to generation. 

2. There are other ancient religious books written by the Jews that have not been included in the Bible. 

Although some of these books included some truths, they were not entirely inspired by God. (Geisler 
86 -87). They include the following: 

a.) Pseudepigrapha ("false writing," considered false by all the Jewish experts) (Geisler et al 86 -87) 
1.) They were written between 200 B.C. and 200 AD. 

2.) They include the Book of Enoch (referred to in Jude 14 - 15) and The Penitence of Jannes 
and Jambres (referred to in 2 Timothy 3:8). 

b.) Thel Apocrypha ("hidden" or "difficult to understand") (Geisler et al 92 - 98) 
1.) They were written between 400 B.C. and 100 AD. 

2.) They include 2 Maccabees (referred to in Hebrews 11:35). 

3.) They are not accepted as being inspired by God and part of the Bible by the majority of the 
Jews (and therefore by Protestants except for Episcopalians), but some Christian groups 
accept them. 

4.) They were accepted by the Catholics in 1546 at the Council of Trent. 

They were accepted in large part as a weapon for the Catholic Church in its debate with 
Martin Luther: The Catholic church only accepted 12 of the 15 books of the Apocrypha. The 
books that were accepted were chosen at least in part because they supported Catholic 
doctrines that can not be supported with the other books of the Bible (such as praying for the 
dead), and the books that were rejected were not accepted because they contradicted 
Catholic doctrines. Thus, the Catholic church was not that interested in the question of the 
inspiration of the Apocrypha by God; instead the Catholic church was more interested in 
whether the books agreed with Catholic doctrine. 

A photo of a table indicating the 15 books of the Apocrypha and the 12 of the 15 that were accepted by the Catholic Church in 1546 can be found in the reference below.
Reference: Geisler, Norman L. and Nix, William E. From God to Us: How We Got Our Bible. Chicago, IL: Moody Press, 1974. 
###3Thus, there are a few cases where the Word of God references other writings that are not God’s Word…

This should not disturb us, however, because there is truth outside of God’s Word that lines up with the Word of God…

For example, the newspaper, when it relates true events, is still truth…

It is just not inspired by God; thus, it is not part of God’s Word…

Scripture 2: John 21:25

25 And there are also many other things that Jesus did, which if they were written one by one, I suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books that would be written. Amen.
###4God’s Word is special…

It tells us who the Lord Jesus is, for He Himself is the Word…
Scripture 3: John 1:1,14

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.
###5Going back to respecting the supernatural, it is important that we remember that we only have power in the name of Jesus Christ. / The Lord rebuke you…

Scripture 4: John 15:4-8
4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me.
5 “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned. 7 If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you[b] will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you. 8 By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples.
###6We have to pray in the name of the Lord Jesus.

Scripture 5: John 16:23-24

23 “And in that day you will ask Me nothing. Most assuredly, I say to you, whatever you ask the Father in My name He will give you. 24 Until now you have asked nothing in My name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full.

###7We have to rest in the Lord Jesus, but at the same time, we have to be watchful…

Scripture 6: Matthew 11:28-30

28 Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am[f]gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.”
Scripture 7: Psalm 127:1-2

Unless the Lord builds the house,
They labor in vain who build it;
Unless the Lord guards the city,
The watchman stays awake in vain.
2 It is vain for you to rise up early,
To sit up late,
To eat the bread of sorrows;
For so He gives His beloved sleep.
Scripture 8: 1 Peter 5:8-11 

8 Be [c]sober, be [d]vigilant; [e]because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. 9 Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world. 10 But [f]may the God of all grace, who called [g]us to His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after you have suffered a while, [h]perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle you. 11 To Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.

###8One area we have to be very careful in is to make sure that we are strong in the areas that we are praying against…
For example, last week I mentioned that the Lord revealed to me 5 main demonic powers trying to influence the United States so that the Lord would feel compelled to destroy the United States…

What were they? …[materialism, infanticide, sexual immorality, racism, and addiction…]
If we are going to pray against materialism, we have to make sure that money is not an idol for us…

We should not be so busy with work that we do not have time for God…

If we are going to pray against infanticide, we should make sure we ask God that He forgive the women we know that have been involved in abortion and that He causes these women and any men who pressured them to have the abortion to repent of this grave sin of murder…

If we are going to pray against sexual immorality, then we have to make sure we are not looking at pornography ourselves…

That we are not watching movies that encourage us to have sex outside of marriage…

If we are going to pray against racism, we have to make sure that we repent of any divisive or predjudiced attitudes, words, thoughts, and actions that we engage in…
If we are going to pray against addiction, then we should eliminate addiction from our lives, whether it be cigarettes, the Internet, or any other thing that takes God’s place in our lives…

###9If we think that we can pray against something while being involved in it, the devil will attack us, and we can fall in a mighty way…

https://www.wisconsingazette.com/news/disgraced-preacher-ted-haggard-says-he-s-bisexual/article_afe65f17-0113-5942-84ae-aa2fbec7b6ec.html (Jan 2011)
Excerpts:

In 2006, Haggard was shunned by New Life Church, the evangelical mega-congregation he founded in Colorado Springs, after a male prostitute revealed that he’d purchased crystal meth for Haggard and had sex with him several times.

Haggard insisted to GQ that he never had sex with escort Mike Jones.

“I bought drugs and a massage from him, and he masturbated me at the end of it. That’s it,” Haggard said.

Since his fall from power in the evangelical movement, Haggard has founded St. James Church also in Colorado Springs. His new congregation is reportedly less sin-focused than New Life.

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2010/jun/06/us-gay-scandal-pastor-church
For Haggard, the formation of a new church – to be called St James – marks the beginning of a remarkable comeback and the latest stage of a rollercoaster ride through evangelical power.

That church, which began in the basement of his house with 22 people, eventually grew into New Life Church, one of the largest mega-churches in America. It had a congregation of more than 14,000 and Haggard became so prominent that he paid several visits to the White House of President George W Bush. He also became president of the National Association of Evangelicals.

Haggard's view of homosexuality – and his own actions – appear bound to annoy almost everybody. Many gay rights activists are offended by his view that his actions were caused by child abuse and that it is possible to receive counselling for having same-sex sexual feelings. On the other hand, many evangelicals are still outraged at his past conduct, and will be equally furious at his openly reaching out to gays, whom they believe are sinning with their sexuality.

Haggard seems to be trying to span the two poles of opinion. When asked what he would tell a gay person who came to St James, he said: "I would tell them to study the scriptures. I would tell them to explore that with God. It is an individual walk for them."

But he denied that he thought homosexuality was forbidden in the Bible, a common belief among many conservative Christians. "I would not say that. I would say that all of us need God's grace," he said.

###10A very important of spiritual warfare is what we do in our private lives…

Scripture 9: Luke 12:1-13

In the meantime, when an innumerable multitude of people had gathered together, so that they trampled one another, He began to say to His disciples first of all, “Beware of the [a]leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. 2 For there is nothing covered that will not be revealed, nor hidden that will not be known. 3 Therefore whatever you have spoken in the dark will be heard in the light, and what you have spoken in the ear in inner rooms will be proclaimed on the housetops.

Let us pray that our sins will be small so that we can be effective in advancing God’s Kingdom…

Let us pray that what was done behind closed doors in our lives will glorify God and not embarrass us when it is exposed to light…
