Sow in the Summertime 

(July 22, 2018, by Rev. Anthony Menzel)

Today’s message is entitled “Sow in the Summertime.”

We are not saved by doing good works, but God wants us to do them…

Scripture 1: Ephesians 2:8-10

8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast. 10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.
The works should be a product of our salvation…

Scripture 2: James 1:21-27

21 Therefore lay aside all filthiness and [d]overflow of wickedness, and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls.
22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing his natural face in a mirror; 24 for he observes himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he was. 25 But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does.
26 If anyone [e]among you thinks he is religious, and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his own heart, this one’s religion is useless. 27 Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world.
So may we be about our Father’s business…
Scripture 3: John 9:4
4 I[a] must work the works of Him who sent Me while it is day; the night is coming when no one can work.

Scripture 4: Matthew 5:13-16
13 “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men.
14 “You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. 16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.
Scripture 5: Proverbs 10:5
He who gathers in summer is a wise son;
He who sleeps in harvest is a son who causes shame.

While we are alive on this earth, this is our summer…
This is our time to work for the Lord…

I know that it is hard sometimes…

It is ok to tell the Lord that you don’t want to do His work and ask Him for help…

Scripture 6: Matthew 21:28-32
28 “But what do you think? A man had two sons, and he came to the first and said, ‘Son, go, work today in my vineyard.’ 29 He answered and said, ‘I will not,’ but afterward he regretted it and went. 30 Then he came to the second and said likewise. And he answered and said, ‘I go, sir,’ but he did not go. 31 Which of the two did the will of his father?”
They said to Him, “The first.”
Jesus said to them, “Assuredly, I say to you that tax collectors and harlots enter the kingdom of God before you. 32 For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him; but tax collectors and harlots believed him; and when you saw it, you did not afterward[f]relent and believe him.
Remember that God will give us rest while we work for Him…

There will be times when we are working hard, but there will also be times of rest…

Scripture 7: Psalm 127:1-2
Unless the Lord builds the house,
They labor in vain who build it;
Unless the Lord guards the city,
The watchman stays awake in vain.
2 It is vain for you to rise up early,
To sit up late,
To eat the bread of sorrows;
For so He gives His beloved sleep.

Scripture 8: 1 Corinthians 10:13
13 No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to [d]bear it.
Scripture 9: Acts 16:6-10
6 Now when they had gone through Phrygia and the region of Galatia, they were forbidden by the Holy Spirit to preach the word in [a]Asia. 7 After they had come to Mysia, they tried to go into Bithynia, but the [b]Spirit did not permit them. 8 So passing by Mysia, they came down to Troas. 9 And a vision appeared to Paul in the night. A man of Macedonia stood and pleaded with him, saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 10 Now after he had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go to Macedonia, concluding that the Lord had called us to preach the gospel to them.
A big part of working for the Lord is sharing the good news about Jesus Christ with the people who are not following Him…

Scripture 10: Matthew 9:35-38

35 Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease [i]among the people. 36 But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with compassion for them, because they were [j]weary and scattered, like sheep having no shepherd. 37 Then He said to His disciples, “The harvest truly is plentiful, but the laborers are few.38 Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest.”
We can start working for the Lord by praying that God will send laborers…

And then we can also pray that God will make us laborers…

What is our job description?...Teaching, preaching the gospel of the Kingdom, and healing sickness by the authority that we have in the name of the Lord Jesus, which indicates a ministry of praying for people…

Scripture 11: Isaiah 6:8
8 Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying:
“Whom shall I send,
And who will go for Us?”
Then I said, “Here am I! Send me.”
Saturday is our first garage sale…
I pray that people who want to learn more about how to share the good news about Jesus Christ will stay after service…I am going to give a class during which we organize the evangelistic part of the garage sale…

It is my prayer that every activity that we do in the church, even fundraisers, would be designed to advance God’s Kingdom…

If you are shy about sharing your faith in the Lord Jesus, you can start growing in this area by attending this class…

Another way to begin to deepen you relationship with the Lord Jesus is to get baptized…Is there anyone who is interested in getting baptized?

If you cannot attend today’s evangelism class or do not yet want to get baptized, then you can start by praying according to Isaiah 6:8, so that God will begin to equip you to serve Him in a greater way…
