Spiritual Warfare: A New Call to Prayer
(October 7, 2018, by Rev. Anthony Menzel)

The past several weeks I have been preaching about spiritual warfare…
What are the key points we have discussed in the messages that have been preached?...

[1) Our relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ must be real.

2) Fasting

3) Praise & Worship

4) Obedience

5) Repentance
6) Covering ourselves with the blood of Jesus Christ]

In the coming weeks, we are going to learn about additional strategies for spiritual warfare. However, today we are going to continue increasing our participation in spiritual warfare as a church by preparing to participate in a new call to prayer…
This call to prayer could be considered a type of fast because we are giving our time to the Lord…
When we started the last 40 day fast, the Lord allowed me to get very sick…

Scripture 1: James 1:13-17

13 Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am tempted by God”; for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone. 14 But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed. 15 Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death.
16 Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren. 17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow of turning. 

God does not make us sick. He can allow the devil to attack us with sickness, but He does not make us sick…

Scripture 2: Job 2:3-10

3 Then the Lord said to Satan, “Have you considered My servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, one who fears God and shuns evil? And still he holds fast to his integrity, although you incited Me against him, to [a]destroy him without cause.”
4 So Satan answered the Lord and said, “Skin for skin! Yes, all that a man has he will give for his life. 5 But stretch out Your hand now, and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will surely [b]curse You to Your face!”
6 And the Lord said to Satan, “Behold, he is in your hand, but spare his life.”
7 So Satan went out from the presence of the Lord, and struck Job with painful boils from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head. 8 And he took for himself a potsherd with which to scrape himself while he sat in the midst of the ashes.
9 Then his wife said to him, “Do you still hold fast to your integrity? [c]Curse God and die!”
10 But he said to her, “You speak as one of the foolish women speaks. Shall we indeed accept good from God, and shall we not accept adversity?” In all this Job did not sin with his lips.

Scripture 3: Romans 8:28

28 And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose.
In any case, at first, when I was so sick, I was trying to keep the food fast. The main thing that was really hard for me was drinking only water…

I needed tea for the sore throat and fever…A little juice in water also would help my stomach…

God spoke to me in my prayer, and He communicated to me that part of why He allowed me to get sick is to show me and the church that what He really wants from us is our time, not avoiding certain foods and drinks…
The remainder of the fast I kept by spending an hour with Him in prayer each day…

I also recorded the days I was not able to complete the hour totally, and I still owe him about 3 hours from the 40 days…

I am so blessed that the Lord Jesus loves us so much that what He wants most from us is to spend time with us…

The reason I felt led by the Spirit to promote Sister Brenda to having the role of intercessor after service is because during the fast, every day, she followed exactly what I asked her to do: She texted me the time she started praying and the time she finished praying to show that she had prayed for an hour for the day. Many people participated in the fast, but no one else sent me their prayer schedule like Sister Brenda. She even texted me some times when she did a little bit more or less than hour.

One of the things God wants most from us is our obedience…

Scripture 4: 1 Samuel 15:17-23

17 So Samuel said, “When you were little in your own eyes, were you not head of the tribes of Israel? And did not the Lord anoint you king over Israel? 18 Now the Lord sent you on a mission, and said, ‘Go, and utterly destroy the sinners, the Amalekites, and fight against them until they are [b]consumed.’ 19 Why then did you not obey the voice of the Lord? Why did you swoop down on the [c]spoil, and do evil in the sight of the Lord?”
20 And Saul said to Samuel, “But I have obeyed the voice of the Lord, and gone on the mission on which the Lord sent me, and brought back Agag king of Amalek; I have utterly destroyed the Amalekites. 21 But the people took of the plunder, sheep and oxen, the best of the things which should have been utterly destroyed, to sacrifice to the Lord your God in Gilgal.”
22 So Samuel said:
“Has the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices,
As in obeying the voice of the Lord?
Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice,
And to heed than the fat of rams.
23 For rebellion is as the sin of [d]witchcraft,
And stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry.
Because you have rejected the word of the Lord,
He also has rejected you from being king.”
Scripture 5: Matthew 7:21-23
21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. 22 Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?’23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’

So we are going to start a special call to prayer in the church from today, October 7th, until the Sunday after Election day, November 11th.
There are only two focuses for this prayer: 1) our church building and 2) the November elections.

To fully participate in the call, you must spend at least one hour with the Lord Jesus in prayer and Bible study each day. You should send the times you were in prayer and the Word to me by text like Sister Brenda did so that I can know who is participating in the prayer call.

Why do I feel led to make these items our prayer focuses?

1) I have hit a roadblock regarding our new building…

The owner of the land has never responded to me, and the land is no longer for sale…

The property I was looking at on Blackwell St. is over $2 million…

The owner of Silvana’s accepted me as a friend on Facebook, but still has not told me how much he would charge to rent us the building, let alone what is the building’s sale price…

However, God has spoken to us by the Prophetess Marta Pineda and in different ways that He wants us to have the building…

In my spirit, I feel He wants us to go even deeper in our relationship with Him, and that’s why He’s allowing this process to be such a hard one…

He wants us to truly be a Genesis 32 church

Scripture 6: Genesis 32:24-32

24 Then Jacob was left alone; and a Man wrestled with him until the [g]breaking of day. 25 Now when He saw that He did not prevail against him, He [h]touched the socket of his hip; and the socket of Jacob’s hip was out of joint as He wrestled with him. 26 And He said, “Let Me go, for the day breaks.”
But he said, “I will not let You go unless You bless me!”
27 So He said to him, “What is your name?”
He said, “Jacob.”
28 And He said, “Your name shall no longer be called Jacob, but [i]Israel; for you have struggled with God and with men, and have prevailed.”
29 Then Jacob asked, saying, “Tell me Your name, I pray.”
And He said, “Why is it that you ask about My name?” And He blessed him there.
30 So Jacob called the name of the place [j]Peniel: “For I have seen God face to face, and my life is preserved.” 31 Just as he crossed over [k]Penuel the sun rose on him, and he limped on his hip. 32 Therefore to this day the children of Israel do not eat the muscle that shrank, which is on the hip socket, because He [l]touched the socket of Jacob’s hip in the muscle that shrank.
So we are not giving up on this building…Instead we are going to fight for it even more…

I don’t care if we’re not ready for it in some ways…

We can say that God does not call the equipped; He equips the called…
We have to seek Him until He makes us ready for this blessing…
I firmly believe that obtaining this blessing will take our church to the next spiritual level that God wants for us…

Money is not a barrier to God…

He owns everything…

Scripture 7: Psalm 50:9-12

I will not take a bull from your house,
Nor goats out of your folds.
10 For every beast of the forest is Mine,
And the cattle on a thousand hills.
11 I know all the birds of the mountains,
And the wild beasts of the field are Mine.
12 “If I were hungry, I would not tell you;
For the world is Mine, and all its fullness.
The second prayer focus is the elections…

Scripture 8: 1 Timothy 2:1-4

Therefore I [a]exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be made for all men, 2 for kings and all who are in [b]authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and [c]reverence. 3 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 4 who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.
Church is not a political meeting, but as Christians, we seek to make the world a better place through our actions and our prayers…

One of the things we should pray about is the government…

And if we can vote, we should definitely make sure we are registered and vote…

If anyone needs a voter registration form, you should take one from here…

Please send it out on Tuesday…The deadline for registration is October 16th…

RAISE YOUR HAND IF YOU ARE A CITIZEN AND YOU NEED A FORM…
IF YOU FILL IT OUT TODAY AND GIVE IT TO ME, I WILL PERSONALLY MAIL IT FOR YOU…

I want to say that Abundant Love does not espouse a particular candidate, nor does it support a particular political party…

As a religious nonprofit, we are not allowed to do so, nor do I, as the Senior Pastor, want to do so…

Our main mission is not politics; our main mission is reaching souls for Jesus Christ…

So what I am about to say now is a testimony of my own personal views, not church doctrine…

Church doctrine only applies to issues, like abortion, not to supporting a specific party or candidate…

What I want to share is that I am registered as a Republican so that I can have a voice in influencing the types of candidates that run for office…
If you do not register with one party or the other, then you cannot vote in primary elections, which are the elections that determine the main candidates for the final elections…

So I registered as a Republican so that God can use me to try to get the best candidates in the final elections…

I chose the Republican party because many, though not all, of the Republican candidates are social conservatives…They do not believe in abortion or same-sex marriage, for example…

At the same time, I do not always vote for Republican candidates…

For example, in 2009, I did vote for Gov. Christie, a Republican, in part because he was against same-sex marriage. But then same-sex marriage was approved in New Jersey anyway. Gov. Christie attacked teachers and added a lot of additional paperwork and testing to make it harder for teachers to help students. I regretted voting for him, and I voted Democrat for governor in 2013 and 2017.

If I lived in Dover, I would vote for Mayor Dodd, a Democrat, for mayor, because he has been working so hard to unite the churches in Dover. He even sponsored the first National Day of Prayer in Dover…

In the last election, I voted Libertarian for President…Hillary Clinton said that she was in favor of abortion, even at 9 months, and Trump indicated that he wanted to deport all the undocumented immigrants, so I could not in good conscience vote for either of the main candidates…

That brings me to the elections that are coming up…

The biggest civil rights issue in the United States is not discrimination against Blacks and Latinos…

It is not immigration reform…

These issues are important, but there is a civil rights issue that is even more important…

That is protecting the rights of unborn babies…

The unborn have essentially been stripped of all of their rights…

The holocaust that has resulted since the passing of Roe v. Wade in the United States in 1972 is that over 60 million unborn babies have been murdered…

Compare that with the Holocaust in World War II when 9 million Jews were murdered in concentration camps, which was one of the worst crimes ever committed against humanity, and you will see how evil and terrible abortion is…

Planned Parenthood was founded by a racist...

We know that many white people are good people that are not racist, but Sanger was a white woman who was a racist…

She wrote the following about immigrants, Blacks, and the poor…(https://studentsforlife.org/planned-parenthood-and-racism/)
“…reckless breeding,’ ‘spawning… human beings who never should have been born.”  Margaret Sanger, Pivot of Civilization, referring to immigrants, African Americans and poor people. 

Almost 80% of abortion clinics are in minority neighborhoods.
Since 1973, abortion has reduced the black population by over 25%.

Other quotes from her book…Pivot of Civilization

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/2389322-the-pivot-of-civilization:

“progeny. We want fewer and better children who can be reared up to their full possibilities in unencumbered homes, and we cannot make the social life and the world-peace we are determined to make, with the ill-bred, ill-trained swarms of inferior citizens that you inflict upon us.” 
― Margaret Sanger, The Pivot of Civilization
3 likes
Like
“The lack of balance between the birth-rate of the "unfit" and the "fit," admittedly the greatest present menace to the civilization, can never be rectified by the inauguration of a cradle competition between these two classes. The example of the inferior classes, the fertility of the feeble-minded, the mentally defective, the poverty-stricken, should not be held up for emulation to the mentally and physically fit, and therefore less fertile, parents of the educated and well-to-do classes. On the contrary, the most urgent problem to-day is how to limit and discourage the over-fertility of the mentally and physically defective.” 
― Margaret Sanger, The Pivot of Civilization
Quotes like these show that Wikipedia.com and other sources on the Internet sometimes promote lies…
Wikipedia: Work with the African-American community[edit]
Sanger worked with African American leaders and professionals who saw a need for birth control in their communities. In 1929, James H. Hubert, a black social worker and the leader of New York's Urban League, asked Sanger to open a clinic in Harlem.[73] Sanger secured funding from the Julius Rosenwald Fund and opened the clinic, staffed with black doctors, in 1930. The clinic was directed by a 15-member advisory board consisting of black doctors, nurses, clergy, journalists, and social workers. The clinic was publicized in the African-American press as well as in black churches, and it received the approval of W. E. B. Du Bois, the co-founder of the NAACP and the editor of its magazine, The Crisis.[74]
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 HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Margaret_Sanger" \l "cite_note-81" [77]Sanger did not tolerate bigotry among her staff, nor would she tolerate any refusal to work within interracial projects.[78] Sanger's work with minorities earned praise from Martin Luther King, Jr., in his 1966 acceptance speech for the Margaret Sanger award.[79]
From 1939 to 1942 Sanger was an honorary delegate of the Birth Control Federation of America, which included a supervisory role—alongside Mary Lasker and Clarence Gamble—in the Negro Project, an effort to deliver birth control to poor black people.[80] Sanger, over the objections of other supervisors, wanted the Negro Project to hire black ministers in leadership roles. To emphasize the benefits of hiring black community leaders to act as spokesmen, she wrote to Gamble:

We should hire three or four colored ministers, preferably with social-service backgrounds, and with engaging personalities. The most successful educational approach to the Negro is through a religious appeal. We don’t want the word to go out that we want to exterminate the Negro population, and the minister is the man who can straighten out that idea if it ever occurs to any of their more rebellious members.

New York University's Margaret Sanger Papers Project says that though the letter would have been meant to avoid the mistaken notion that the Negro Project was a racist campaign, conspiracy theorists have fraudulently attempted to exploit the quotation "as evidence she led a calculated effort to reduce the black population against their will".[81]
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Abortion is an abomination, something that God absolutely hates…

Scripture 9: Psalm 139:13-16

For You formed my inward parts;
You [f]covered me in my mother’s womb.
14 I will praise You, for [g]I am fearfully and wonderfully made;
Marvelous are Your works,
And that my soul knows very well.
15 My [h]frame was not hidden from You,
When I was made in secret,
And skillfully wrought in the lowest parts of the earth.
16 Your eyes saw my substance, being yet unformed.
And in Your book they all were written,
The days fashioned for me,
When as yet there were none of them.
I say all of this to say that as Christians, we should avoid at all costs, supporting candidates that believe that abortion is a right that women have…
Abortion is killing babies…It is violence against God…

As a result, I am voting for Webber, a Republican, for Congress in the upcoming election because as a Congressman, he can have an impact on the future of abortion and same-sex marriage in the United States.

I am voting for him because I am voting against his Democratic challenger, Mikie Sherrill, because she sent out campaign flyers criticizing Webber for being against abortion and same-sex marriage.

We need people, especially at the national level, in the Congress and the Senate and the Presidency, that are going to promote morality as much as possible…

Mikie Sherrill, in her own words, has shown that she will not do that…

Even if a person is in favor of immigration reform, I probably will not support them if they are in favor of abortion or same-sex marriage…
If we want God to bless the United States, the United States has to bless God with our moral conduct as much as possible…

What good is it to have papers in country that deserve God’s judgment because it is given over to sin and immorality?

We need the best possible leaders for this nation if God is going to bless the United States as much as possible…

Who you vote for is your decision between you and the Lord Jesus…

As your pastor, I will never tell you who to vote for…
However, I am sharing my personal viewpoint so that as your pastor, I can show you why we are making the upcoming elections for the next month…

I would like to ask now whoever knows right now that they would like to get closer to the Lord Jesus by spending at least an hour a day in prayer and Bible study and by including daily in your prayers us getting or constructing our church building and the upcoming elections in November…
Remember 

Scripture 10: James 5:13-18

13 Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing psalms. 14 Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. 15 And the prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven. 16 [j]Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The effective, [k]fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much. 17 Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed earnestly that it would not rain; and it did not rain on the land for three years and six months. 18 And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth produced its fruit.
