Stay Close to the Lord Jesus
 (April 1, 2018, by Rev. Anthony Menzel)

The title of today's message is "Stay Close to the Lord Jesus."
Today we are going to celebrate Holy Communion…
Communion should represent our union with the Lord Jesus…
Jesus Christ wants to be close to each of us…

Scripture 1: James 4:8-10

8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9 Lament and mourn and weep! Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up.
Hear we see the importance of learning about the Word of God so that we can apply it in our lives…

Scripture 2: Joshua 1:8-9

8 This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success. 9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of good courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”
It is not easy to apply what we learn at times…

Sometimes we can feel overwhelmed…

However, if we truly love God, we will submit to how He polishes us…

We will let Him take us from glory to glory, step by step, on our journey of faith…

Scripture 3: 2 Corinthians 4:16-18

16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is perishing, yet the inward man is being renewed day by day. 17 For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, 18 while we do not look at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the things which are seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal.
Scripture 4: 2 Corinthians 3:18

18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.
Scripture 5: Philippians 4:10-13

10 But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at last your care for me has flourished again; though you surely did care, but you lacked opportunity. 11 Not that I speak in regard to need, for I have learned in whatever state I am, to be content: 12 I know how to be abased, and I know how to abound. Everywhere and in all things I have learned both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. 13 I can do all things through Christ[b] who strengthens me.
As we seek to draw near to God, one thing that should really encourage us is that one of the main victories we can have in the Kingdom of God is just to faithfully follow the Lord…

We may not have what seems to be a most glamorous spiritual assignment…

We may not be the main mouthpiece for the Lord…

But some of the greatest rewards in God's Kingdom go to those who are simply faithful to Him, who stay with the Lord Jesus no matter what…

One of my favorite examples is the Apostle John…

Scripture 6: John 19:25-27
25 Now there stood by the cross of Jesus His mother, and His mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus therefore saw His mother, and the disciple whom He loved standing by, He said to His mother, “Woman, behold your son!” 27 Then He said to the disciple, “Behold your mother!” And from that hour that disciple took her to his own home.
Scripture 7: Luke 23:46-49

46 And when Jesus had cried out with a loud voice, He said, “Father, ‘into Your hands I commit My spirit.’”[n] Having said this, He breathed His last.
47 So when the centurion saw what had happened, he glorified God, saying, “Certainly this was a righteous Man!”
48 And the whole crowd who came together to that sight, seeing what had been done, beat their breasts and returned. 49 But all His acquaintances, and the women who followed Him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these things.
No other male disciple is recorded as being by the Cross except for John…

I believe that is why the Lord Jesus gave John the responsibility of looking after one of the people who was most important to the Lord Jesus, Mary, His earthly mother…

Scripture 8: John 13:23-25

23 Now there was leaning on Jesus’ bosom one of His disciples, whom Jesus loved. 24 Simon Peter therefore motioned to him to ask who it was of whom He spoke.
25 Then, leaning back[d] on Jesus’ breast, he said to Him, “Lord, who is it?”
We know that has been given the nickname "the disciple that Jesus loved" is John…

Scripture 9: John 21:20-24

20 Then Peter, turning around, saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following, who also had leaned on His breast at the supper, and said, “Lord, who is the one who betrays You?” 21 Peter, seeing him, said to Jesus, “But Lord, what about this man?”
22 Jesus said to him, “If I will that he remain till I come, what is that to you? You follow Me.”
23 Then this saying went out among the brethren that this disciple would not die. Yet Jesus did not say to him that he would not die, but, “If I will that he remain till I come, what is that to you?”
24 This is the disciple who testifies of these things, and wrote these things; and we know that his testimony is true.
John was not the primary spokesperson for the Early Church

Scripture 10: Acts 3:1-13
Now Peter and John went up together to the temple at the hour of prayer, the ninth hour. 2 And a certain man lame from his mother’s womb was carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple which is called Beautiful, to ask alms from those who entered the temple; 3 who, seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple, asked for alms. 4 And fixing his eyes on him, with John, Peter said, “Look at us.” 5 So he gave them his attention, expecting to receive something from them. 6 Then Peter said, “Silver and gold I do not have, but what I do have I give you: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk.” 7 And he took him by the right hand and lifted him up, and immediately his feet and ankle bones received strength. 8 So he, leaping up, stood and walked and entered the temple with them—walking, leaping, and praising God. 9 And all the people saw him walking and praising God. 10 Then they knew that it was he who sat begging alms at the Beautiful Gate of the temple; and they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him.
Preaching in Solomon’s Portico
11 Now as the lame man who was healed held on to Peter and John, all the people ran together to them in the porch which is called Solomon’s, greatly amazed. 12 So when Peter saw it, he responded to the people: “Men of Israel, why do you marvel at this? Or why look so intently at us, as though by our own power or godliness we had made this man walk? 13 The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified His Servant Jesus, whom you delivered up and denied in the presence of Pilate, when he was determined to let Him go. 
But he was the only one of the twelve apostles which history records with certainty as having died a natural death:
https://www.christianity.com/church/church-history/timeline/1-300/whatever-happened-to-the-twelve-apostles-11629558.html
http://www.christianiconography.info/judeThaddeus.html

Even when he was exiled in his old age to the Island of Patmos by the Emperor Domitian, God used that time of exile to transmit the Book of Revelation to the world through the Apostle John…the prophecy about events that would occur at the end of the world…

Now that we have deepened our understanding of the blessings of staying close to the Lord Jesus, we are going to continue to celebrate Christ's Resurrection in a special way by preparing for communion or the Holy Supper…
Communion represents the oneness of the believer with the Holy Trinity…

Scripture 11: John 17:20-23
20 “I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will[e] believe in Me through their word; 21 that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me. 22 And the glory which You gave Me I have given them, that they may be one just as We are one: 23 I in them, and You in Me; that they may be made perfect in one, and that the world may know that You have sent Me, and have loved them as You have loved Me.
Let us now begin to prepare for Communion…

Scripture 12: 1 Corinthians 11:27-32

27 Therefore whoever eats this bread or drinks this cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of the body and blood[d] of the Lord. 28 But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of the bread and drink of the cup. 29 For he who eats and drinks in an unworthy manner[e] eats and drinks judgment to himself, not discerning the Lord’s[f] body. 30 For this reason many are weak and sick among you, and many sleep. 31 For if we would judge ourselves, we would not be judged. 32 But when we are judged, we are chastened by the Lord, that we may not be condemned with the world.

Here at Abundant Love, communion is open to all who understand the symbolism of the bread spiritually becoming the body of Christ and the fruit of the vine or grape juice spiritually becoming the blood of Christ…

We are going to have a special time of repentance now to make sure we are right with the Lord before we unite ourselves with Him in a special way by eating His flesh and drinking His blood…

Remember that you do not have to be perfect to participate in Communion…

You just have to cleanse yourself through sincere repentance…

Scripture 13: Proverbs 24:16

For a righteous man may fall seven times
And rise again,
But the wicked shall fall by calamity.
Scripture 14: 1 John 1:9-10

9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.
So let us have special time of reflection following our Confession of Faith, which is based on Romans 10:9-10 and Acts 17:30.

Confession of Faith…

Repentance…

Now through this time of closeness with the Lord, let us dedicate our hearts to Him 
Scripture 17: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26

23 For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you: that the Lord Jesus on the same night in which He was betrayed took bread; 24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, “Take, eat;[b] this is My body which is broken[c] for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” 25 In the same manner He also took the cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death till He comes.
