Do Whatever You Can to Be with the Lord Jesus
(December 22, 2019 by Rev. Anthony Menzel)

1) Last week | preached about the infinite love of God...
| preached about how no one can love us like the Lord Jesus...
Scripture 1: John 15:13

13 Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his
friends.

When we think about the two other persons of the Holy Trinity, this deep
love applies to them as well...

Scripture 2: John 3:13-21

13 No one has ascended to heaven but He who came down from

heaven, that is, the Son of Man Ewho is in heaven. * And as Moses lifted
up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted
up, ®that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal
life. ° For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 1’ For
God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the
world through Him might be saved.

18 “He who believes in Him is not condemned: but he who does not believe
is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only
begotten Son of God. '° And this is the condemnation, that the light has
come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because
their deeds were evil. 2° For everyone practicing evil hates the light and
does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. ! But he who
does the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may be clearly seen, that
they have been done in God.”

| would definitely think twice or three times or four times before having one
of my children die for somebody. The Bible itself confirms that this is true in
Romans 5 and then goes on to say that this fact indicates to us how much
God truly loves us...

Scripture 3: Romans 5:6-11
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® For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the
ungodly. 7 For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a
good man someone would even dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates His
own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for

us. ® Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be
saved from wrath through Him. ° For if when we were enemies we were
reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been
reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. * And not only that, but we

also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have
now received the reconciliation.

Scripture 4: Galatians 4:3-11

3 Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements
of the world. 4 But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth
His Son, bornl® of a woman, born under the law, °to redeem those who
were under the law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.

® And because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into
your hearts, crying out, PI“Abba, Father!” ” Therefore you are no longer a
slave but a son, and if a son, then an heir lof God “through Christ.

Fears for the Church

8 But then, indeed, when you did not know God, you served those which by
nature are not gods. ° But now after you have known God, or rather are
known by God, how is it that you turn again to the weak and beggarly
elements, to which you desire again to be in bondage? 1° You observe days
and months and seasons and years. ! | am afraid for you, lest | have
labored for you in vain.

The Holy Spirit wants to be with us so much that He lives with us even
though we grieve Him in different ways all the time...

Scripture 5: Ephesians 4:25-32

25 Therefore, putting away lying, “Let each one of you speak truth with his
neighbor,” for we are members of one another. %° “Be angry, and do not sin”:
do not let the sun go down on your wrath, 2’ nor give “lplace to the

devil. 28 Let him who stole steal no longer, but rather let him labor, working
with his hands what is good, that he may have something to give him who
has need. ?° Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but what is
good for necessary ["edification, that it may impart grace to the
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hearers. 3 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were
sealed for the day of redemption. 3! Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, llclamor,
and evil speaking be put away from you, with all malice. 32 And be kind to
one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God in Christ
forgave you.

Scripture 6: 1 Corinthians 6:18-20

18 Flee sexual immorality. Every sin that a man does is outside the body, but
he who commits sexual immorality sins against his own body. *° Or do you
not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom
you have from God, and you are not your own? 2° For you were bought at a
price; therefore glorify God in your body [9and in your spirit, which are
God’s.

2) What should be our response to such a great love, a love that is greater
than any other blessing we could ever have?

| feel in my spirit that our response should be to do whatever we can to be
with the Lord Jesus...

Scripture 7: John 14:6
® Jesus said to him, “l am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to
the Father except through Me.

Scripture 8: John 16:23-24

23“And in that day you will ask Me nothing. Most assuredly, | say to you,
whatever you ask the Father in My name He will give you. 24 Until now you
have asked nothing in My name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy
may be full.

3) One important thing we can to be with the Lord Jesus is participate in
communion.

In communion, we are uniting ourselves with the Lord Jesus in a special
way...

Scripture 9: John 6:48-71
48] am the bread of life. *° Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and
are dead. *° This is the bread which comes down from heaven, that one may
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eat of it and not die. > | am the living bread which came down from heaven.
If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever; and the bread that | shall
give is My flesh, which | shall give for the life of the world.”

2 The Jews therefore quarreled among themselves, saying, “How can this
Man give us His flesh to eat?”

>3 Then Jesus said to them, “Most assuredly, | say to you, unless you eat
the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have no life in

you. >*Whoever eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and | will
raise him up at the last day. >° For My flesh is lfood indeed, and My blood
is lldrink indeed. *° He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood abides in Me,
and | in him. >” As the living Father sent Me, and | live because of the
Father, so he who feeds on Me will live because of Me. 8 This is the bread
which came down from heaven—not as your fathers ate the manna, and are
dead. He who eats this bread will live forever.”

9 These things He said in the synagogue as He taught in Capernaum.

Many Disciples Turn Away

% Therefore many of His disciples, when they heard this, said, “This is
a Mhard saying; who can understand it?”

%1 When Jesus knew in Himself that His disciples [Mcomplained about this,
He said to them, “Does this Poffend you? ®2 What then if you should see the
Son of Man ascend where He was before? 31t is the Spirit who gives life;
the flesh profits nothing. The words that | speak to you are spirit,

and they are life. ®* But there are some of you who do not

believe.” For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were who did not
believe, and who would betray Him. ®® And He said, “Therefore | have said
to you that no one can come to Me unless it has been granted to him by My
Father.”

% From that time many of His disciples went 2lback and walked with Him no
more. %" Then Jesus said to the twelve, “Do you also want to go away?”

%8 But Simon Peter answered Him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You
have the words of eternal life. % Also we have come to believe and know
that You are the [9Christ, the Son of the living God.”

0 Jesus answered them, “Did | not choose you, the twelve, and one of you
is a devil?” "t He spoke of Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon, for it was he
who would betray Him, being one of the twelve.
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The Lord Jesus wants us to be so close to Him that He literally wants to
nourish us with His own flesh and blood...

It reminds me of how a baby depends on its mother for nourishment while in
the womb...

However, the relationship between the Holy Trinity is even closer than a
mother and a child that she is carrying...

The Lord Jesus does not only want to nourish us with His blood; He also
wants us to eat His body...

This makes a lot of sense if we think of the Lord Jesus as the Word of
God...

Scripture 10: John 1:1, 14
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God.

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His
glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.

Scripture 11: 1 John 5:4-8

4 For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory
that has overcome the world—®lour faith. ®> Who is he who overcomes the
world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

The Certainty of God’s Witness

® This is He who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not only by water,
but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit who bears witness, because the
Spirit is truth. ” For there are three that bear witness [°lin heaven: the
Father, the Word, and the Holy Spirit; and these three are one. 8 And there
are three that bear witness on earth: the Spirit, the water, and the blood;
and these three agree as one.

To be strong spiritually and to get to know the Holy Trinity, we have to feed
off the Word of God...

4) We have already started celebrating Christmas with Christmas songs and
decorations...
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Today we are going to continue our celebration of Christmas in a special
way by having Holy Communion...

Preparation for communion:

Scripture 12: 1 Corinthians 11:27-32

2" Therefore whoever eats this bread or drinks this cup of the Lord in an
unworthy manner will be guilty of the body and [blood of the Lord. 2 But let
a man examine himself, and so let him eat of the bread and drink of the
cup. ? For he who eats and drinks [in an unworthy manner eats and drinks
judgment to himself, not discerning the MLord’s body. *° For this reason
many are weak and sick among you, and many [sleep. 3! For if we would
judge ourselves, we would not be judged. 2 But when we are judged, we
are chastened by the Lord, that we may not be condemned with the world.

Communion ceremony:

Scripture 13: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26

23 For | received from the Lord that which | also delivered to you: that the
Lord Jesus on the same night in which He was betrayed took bread; 2 and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, [““Take, eat; this is My
body which is lbroken for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” 2° In the
same manner He also took the cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the
new covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance
of Me.”

26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the
Lord’s death till He comes.
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