The Promised Land
(By Rev. Luis Moreno, 27 October 2019)

Deuteronomy is the last of the books of Moses, which registers the 40 years
of pilgrimage of God'’s nation to then leave the way open to a new
generation led by Joshua. Thus, today we are going to preach about the
promise of God to the people of Israel regarding the Promised Land that
God Himself would give to them. We know that due to disobedience and
little faith, the people would be in the desert for 40 years, when in reality it
only should only have taken them 11 days to arrive at the place God would
give them.

Scripture 1: Deuteronomy 1:1-8

These are the words which Moses spoke to all Israel on this side of the
Jordan in the wilderness, in the Elplain opposite ISuph, between Paran,
Tophel, Laban, Hazeroth, and Dizahab. ? It is eleven days’ journey from
Horeb by way of Mount Seir to Kadesh Barnea. 3 Now it came to pass in the
fortieth year, in the eleventh month, on the first day of the

month, that Moses spoke to the children of Israel according to all that

the LORD had given him as commandments to them, # after he had killed
Sihon king of the Amorites, who dwelt in Heshbon, and Og king of Bashan,
who dwelt at Ashtaroth inl9 Edrei.

5 On this side of the Jordan in the land of Moab, Moses began to explain this
law, saying, ®“The LORD our God spoke to us in Horeb, saying: ‘You have
dwelt long enough at this mountain. 7 Turn and take your journey, and go to
the mountains of the Amorites, to all the neighboring places in the plain, in
the mountains and in the lowland, in the South and on the seacoast, to the
land of the Canaanites and to Lebanon, as far as the great river, the River
Euphrates. & See, | have set the land before you; go in and possess the land
which the LORD Elswore to your fathers—to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—to
give to them and their descendants after them.’

God always has the last word fo rus, but most of the time, we want fast
answers from God. Here we see that the trip to the land flowing with milk
and honey was quick, but when we are in disobedience and rebellion
against God’s Word, we will only have ruin. For this reason, the people
would not enter to live in the Promised Land.
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Scripture 2: Deuteronomy 1:34-39

34“And the LORD heard the sound of your words, and was angry, and took
an oath, saying, °°‘Surely not one of these men of this evil generation shall
see that good land of which | [Elswore to give to your fathers, 3¢ except Caleb
the son of Jephunneh; he shall see it, and to him and his children | am
giving the land on which he walked, because he Plwholly followed

the LORD.’ 3 The LORD was also angry with me for your sakes, saying,
‘Even you shall not go in there. 3 Joshua the son of Nun, who stands before
you, he shall go in there. Encourage him, for he shall cause Israel to inherit
it.

39 ‘Moreover your little ones and your children, who you say will be victims,
who today have no knowledge of good and evil, they shall go in there; to
them | will give it, and they shall possess it.

But my focus today will not be on Moses and the disobedient generation.
Instead, | will focus on those who did trust God for that new land. Thus, | am
referring to Joshua and how God would guide the people to that new place
for them, speaking directly to Joshua, who would have the mission of
crossing over and taking possession of what God had already promised.

Scripture 3: Deuteronomy 7:6,9-11

6 “For you are a [@holy people to the LORD your God; the LORD your God has
chosen you to be a people for Himself, a special treasure above all the
peoples on the face of the earth. “ The LORD did not set His love on you nor
choose you because you were more in number than any other people, for
you were the least of all peoples; & but because the LORD loves you, and
because He would keep the oath which He swore to your

fathers, the LORD has brought you out with a mighty hand, and redeemed
you from the house of Plbondage, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt.

9“Therefore know that the LORD your God, He is God, the faithful God who
keeps covenant and mercy for a thousand generations with those who love
Him and keep His commandments; 1° and He repays those who hate Him to
their face, to destroy them. He will not [lbe slack with him who hates Him;
He will repay him to his face. 1! Therefore you shall keep the
commandment, the statutes, and the judgments which | command you
today, to observe them.
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Preparations for the conquest:
Scripture 4: Joshua 1:1-9

After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, it came to pass that

the LORD spoke to Joshua the son of Nun, Moses’ assistant,

saying: 2 “Moses My servant is dead. Now therefore, arise, go over this
Jordan, you and all this people, to the land which | am giving to them—the
children of Israel. 3 Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon |
have given you, as | said to Moses. 4 From the wilderness and this Lebanon
as far as the great river, the River Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites, and
to the Great Sea toward the going down of the sun, shall be your

territory. > No man shall be able to stand before you all the days of your

life; as | was with Moses, so | will be with you. | will not leave you nor
forsake you. ® Be strong and of good courage, for to this people you

shall Eldivide as an inheritance the land which | swore to their fathers to give
them. 7 Only be strong and very courageous, that you may observe to do
according to all the law which Moses My servant commanded you; do not
turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may “prosper wherever
you go. & This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth,

but youl shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do
according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way
prosperous, and then you will have good success. ® Have | not commanded
you? Be strong and of good courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for
the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.”

How did God prepare Joshua for the conquest?
The life of faith should be like it says in Hebrews 11.

Scripture 5: Hebrews 11:1-2

Now faith is the Plsubstance of things hoped for, the Plevidence of things not
seen. 2 For by it the elders obtained a good testimony.

It is a life where you should depend completely on God, being constantly
balanced by our actions. It was like that for Israel (See Joshua 1 above.)

But this does not mean that the people will sit around waiting without doing
anything. The beginning was to begin to walk, and the most important step
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of faith was to enter the Jordan River, a step that only the people could
initiate.
Are you ready to cross the Jordan River in an act of obedience to God? God

has battles for you to fight and win in His strength, but you have to do your
part.

To conclude for today, we know that when God has spoken, sooner or later
what He has said will come to pass. Today, as the church of Christ, we are
being polished by the Holy Spirit of God to walk to our new place, that new
land that He will give to us, where milk and honey will Flow for everyone
who desires to enjoy that blessing. That is why God orders us today “Walk,
do not stop.”

Remember that you and the Lord JESUS CHRIST are a great army that the
enemy cannot defeat.

1. Let us not lose our faith.
2. Le tus listen to the voice of God.
3. Let us pray and repent all the time.

Scripture 6: Revelation 21:1-8,9-27

Now | saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first
earth had passed away. Also there was no more sea. 2 Then I, FlJohn,

saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And | heard a loud voice
from heaven saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will
dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with
them and be their God. 4 And God will wipe away every tear from their

eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be
no more pain, for the former things have passed away.”

>Then He who sat on the throne said, “Behold, | make all things new.” And
He said Plto me, “Write, for these words are true and faithful.”

6 And He said to me, “It!’! is done! | am the Alpha and the Omega, the
Beginning and the End. | will give of the fountain of the water of life freely to
him who thirsts. 7 He who overcomes “Ishall inherit all things, and | will be
his God and he shall be My son. & But the cowardly, [“lunbelieving,
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abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars
shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is
the second death.”

The New Jerusalem

9Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls filled with the
seven last plagues came [to me and talked with me, saying, “Come, | will
show you the “lbride, the Lamb’s wife.” 1° And he carried me away in the
Spirit to a great and high mountain, and showed me the [Mgreat city,

the [lholy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, 1! having the
glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper stone,
clear as crystal. 1?2 Also she had a great and high wall with twelve gates, and
twelve angels at the gates, and names written on them, which are the
names of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel: 13three gates on the
east, three gates on the north, three gates on the south, and three gates on
the west.

14 Now the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were

the llnames of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 1> And he who talked with
me had a gold reed to measure the city, its gates, and its wall. 16 The city is
laid out as a square; its length is as great as its breadth. And he measured
the city with the reed: twelve thousand furlongs. Its length, breadth, and
height are equal. ’ Then he measured its wall: one hundred and forty-four
cubits, according to the measure of a man, that is, of an angel. 8 The
construction of its wall was of jasper; and the city was pure gold, like clear
glass. 1° The foundations of the wall of the city were adorned with all kinds
of precious stones: the first foundation was jasper, the second sapphire, the
third chalcedony, the fourth emerald, ?° the fifth sardonyx, the sixth sardius,
the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth
chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, and the twelfth amethyst. 2! The twelve
gates were twelve pearls: each individual gate was of one pearl. And the
street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass.

The Glory of the New Jerusalem

22 But | saw no temple in it, for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its
temple. 28 The city had no need of the sun or of the moon to shine Uin it, for
the [Mglory of God illuminated it. The Lamb is its light. 24 And the nations ["of
those who are saved shall walk in its light, and the kings of the earth bring
their glory and honor “linto it. 2° Its gates shall not be shut at all by
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day (there shall be no night there). 6 And they shall bring the glory and the
honor of the nations into [Plit. 27 But there shall by no means enter it
anything “that defiles, or causes an abomination or a lie, but only those
who are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life.

Scripture 7: Revelation 22:1-5,6-17

And he showed me a Elpure river of water of life, clear as crystal,
proceeding from the throne of God and of the Lamb. 2 In the middle of its
street, and on either side of the river, was the tree of life, which bore twelve
fruits, each tree yielding its fruit every month. The leaves of the tree were for
the healing of the nations. 2 And there shall be no more curse, but the throne
of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and His servants shall serve

Him. 4 They shall see His face, and His name shall be on their

foreheads. ® There shall be no night there: They need no lamp nor light of
the sun, for the Lord God gives them light. And they shall reign forever and
ever.

The Time Is Near

5Then he said to me, “These words are faithful and true.” And the Lord God
of the holy prophets sent His angel to show His servants the things which
must shortly take place.

"“Behold, | am coming quickly! Blessed is he who keeps the words of the
prophecy of this book.”

8 Now I, John, [Ylsaw and heard these things. And when | heard and saw, |
fell down to worship before the feet of the angel who showed me these
things.

®Then he said to me, “See that you do not do that. “For | am your fellow
servant, and of your brethren the prophets, and of those who keep the
words of this book. Worship God.” 1° And he said to me, “Do not seal the
words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is at hand. ** He who is
unjust, let him be unjust still; he who is filthy, let him be filthy still; he who is
righteous, let him Elbe righteous still; he who is holy, let him be holy still.”

Jesus Testifies to the Churches
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12“And behold, | am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to
every one according to his work. 3| am the Alpha and the
Omega, the [IBeginning and the End, the First and the Last.”

14 Blessed are those who [9do His commandments, that they may have the
right to the tree of life, and may enter through the gates into the

city. 13[MBut outside are dogs and sorcerers and sexually immoral and
murderers and idolaters, and whoever loves and practices a lie.

169 Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things in the
churches. | am the Root and the Offspring of David, the Bright and Morning
Star.”

17 And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let him who hears say,
“Come!” And let him who thirsts come. Whoever desires, let him take the
water of life freely.
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