Work for Heaven
(October 13, 2019 by Rev. Anthony Menzel)

How is everyone doing with their devotionals? [Checking them after church
today...]

When | asked the Lord for today’s message, | felt him leading me to talk
about a message entitled “Work for Heaven.”

Scripture 1: Matthew 6:19-20

19“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust
destroy and where thieves break in and steal; 2° but lay up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where
thieves do not break in and steal. 2 For where your treasure is, there your
heart will be also.

Scripture 2: Matthew 10:24-33

24“A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master. 2° It is
enough for a disciple that he be like his teacher, and a servant like his
master. If they have called the master of the house [9Beelzebub, how much
more will they call those of his household! 2° Therefore do not fear them. For
there is nothing covered that will not be revealed, and hidden that will not be
known.

Jesus Teaches the Fear of God

2T “Whatever | tell you in the dark, speak in the light; and what you hear in
the ear, preach on the housetops. 22 And do not fear those who kill the body
but cannot kill the soul. But rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul
and body in Mhell. 2° Are not two sparrows sold for a llcopper coin? And not
one of them falls to the ground apart from your Father’s will. 3° But the very
hairs of your head are all numbered. 3! Do not fear therefore; you are of
more value than many sparrows.

Confess Christ Before Men

32“Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him | will also confess
before My Father who is in heaven. 33 But whoever denies Me before men,
him | will also deny before My Father who is in heaven.

We mentioned at Friday night service that much of our rewards and much of
the justice that is missing in this world will be manifested in heaven...
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Scripture 3: Revelation 6:9-11

9When He opened the fifth seal, | saw under the altar the souls of those
who had been slain for the word of God and for the testimony which they
held. 1% And they cried with a loud voice, saying, “How long, O Lord, holy
and true, until You judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the
earth?” 1 Then a white robe was given to each of them; and it was said to
them that they should rest a little while longer, until both the number of their
fellow servants and their brethren, who would be killed as they were, was
completed.

Scripture 4: Luke 16:19-31

19“There was a certain rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen
and [fared sumptuously every day. 2° But there was a certain beggar
named Lazarus, full of sores, who was laid at his gate, 2! desiring to be fed
with [lthe crumbs which fell from the rich man’s table. Moreover the dogs
came and licked his sores. 22 So it was that the beggar died, and was
carried by the angels to Abraham’s bosom. The rich man also died and was
buried. 22 And being in torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes and saw
Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.

24“Then he cried and said, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send
Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for
| am tormented in this flame.” 2> But Abraham said, ‘Son, remember that in
your lifetime you received your good things, and likewise Lazarus evil
things; but now he is comforted and you are tormented. %6 And besides all
this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed, so that those who want
to pass from here to you cannot, nor can those from there pass to us.’

2“Then he said, ‘| beg you therefore, father, that you would send him to my
father’s house, 28 for | have five brothers, that he may testify to them, lest
they also come to this place of torment.” 2° Abraham said to him, ‘They have
Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.’ 30 And he said, ‘No, father
Abraham; but if one goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ 31 But he
said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they be
persuaded though one rise from the dead.””

Scripture 5: Matthew 5:3-12
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“Blessed are the poor in spirit,

For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

4 Blessed are those who mourn,

For they shall be comforted.

> Blessed are the meek,

For they shall inherit the Eearth.

6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
For they shall be filled.

" Blessed are the merciful,

For they shall obtain mercy.

8 Blessed are the pure in heart,

For they shall see God.

9Blessed are the peacemakers,

For they shall be called sons of God.

10 Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake,
For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

11 Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds

of evil against you falsely for My sake. 2 Rejoice and be exceedingly glad,
for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who
were before you.

The meek or the self-controlled inherit the earth...

The poor in spirit or the humble, along with the persecuted inherit heaven...
The pure in heart shall see God...

Where will we see Him? In heaven...

On Friday we also mentioned that there are rewards in heaven...

Scripture 6: 1 Corinthians 3

9For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God'’s field, you are God’s
building. 1° According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise
master builder | have laid the foundation, and another builds on it. But let
each one take heed how he builds on it. 1 For no other foundation can
anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if anyone
builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay,
straw, 13 each one’s work will become clear; for the Day will declare it,
because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one’s work, of
what sort it is. 14 If anyone’s work which he has built on it endures, he will
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receive a reward. *°If anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he
himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.

16 Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God
dwells in you? 17 If anyone [Pldefiles the temple of God, God will destroy him.
For the temple of God is holy, which temple you are.

We want to make sure that we focus our investment plan on heaven...

Scripture 7: John 14:1-3

“Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. 2 In
My Father’s house are many @mansions; if it were not so, !l would have
told you. | go to prepare a place for you. 3 And if | go and prepare a place for
you, | will come again and receive you to Myself; that where | am, there you
may be also.

Scripture 8: Revelation 2:4, 7 (The Loveless Church)

2% know your works, your labor, your Plpatience, and that you cannot [Cbear
those who are evil. And you have tested those who say they are apostles
and are not, and have found them liars; 3 and you have persevered and
have patience, and have labored for My name’s sake and have not become
weary. 4 Nevertheless | have this against you, that you have left your first
love. > Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent and do the
first works, or else | will come to you quickly and remove your lampstand
from its place—unless you repent. ® But this you have, that you hate the
deeds of the Nicolaitans, which | also hate.

"“He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To
him who overcomes | will give to eat from the tree of life, which is in the
midst of the Paradise of God.”’

Scripture 9: Revelation 2:8-11 (The Persecuted Church)
8 “And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write,

‘These things says the First and the Last, who was dead, and came to

life: ®“l know your works, tribulation, and poverty (but you are rich); and |
know the blasphemy of those who say they are Jews and are

not, but are a lsynagogue of Satan. 1° Do not fear any of those things which
you are about to suffer. Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of you into
prison, that you may be tested, and you will have tribulation ten days. Be
faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.
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11*He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. He
who overcomes shall not be hurt by the second death.”’

Scripture 8: Revelation 2:14, 17 (The Compromising Church)
12“And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write,

‘These things says He who has the sharp two-edged sword: 3 “I know your
works, and where you dwell, where Satan’s throne is. And you hold fast to
My name, and did not deny My faith even in the days in which

Antipas was My faithful martyr, who was killed among you, where Satan
dwells. 14 But | have a few things against you, because you have there those
who hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling block
before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols, and to commit
sexual immorality. *®> Thus you also have those who hold the doctrine of the
Nicolaitans, “which thing | hate. 16 Repent, or else | will come to you quickly
and will fight against them with the sword of My mouth.

17*He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To
him who overcomes | will give some of the hidden manna to eat. And | will
give him a white stone, and on the stone a new name written which no one
knows except him who receives it.””’

Scripture 9: Revelation 2:20-27 (The Corrupt Church)
18“And to the Mangel of the church in Thyatira write,

‘These things says the Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and
His feet like fine brass: 1°“l know your works, love, Uservice, faith, and

your Upatience; and as for your works, the last are more than the

first. 20 Nevertheless | have Ma few things against you, because you

allow Uthat woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, [™to teach and
seduce My servants to commit sexual immorality and eat things sacrificed to
idols. 21 And | gave her time to Mrepent of her sexual immorality, and she did
not repent. 22 Indeed | will cast her into a sickbed, and those who commit
adultery with her into great tribulation, unless they repent of Pltheir

deeds. 221 will kill her children with death, and all the churches shall know
that | am He who searches!® the minds and hearts. And | will give to each
one of you according to your works.

24“Now to you | say, Yand to the rest in Thyatira, as many as do not have
this doctrine, who have not known the depths of Satan, as they say, | Hwill
put on you no other burden. 2> But hold fast what you have till | come. 26 And
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he who overcomes, and keeps My works until the end, to him | will give
power over the nations—

27 *He shall rule them with a rod of iron;
They shall be dashed to pieces like the potter’'s vessels'—

as | also have received from My Father; 282 and | will give him the morning
star.

Scripture 10: Revelation 22:16

169 Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things in the
churches. | am the Root and the Offspring of David, the Bright and Morning
Star.”

https://www.space.com/31851-what-is-morning-star-evening-star.html

The Morning Star:
The Morning Star is the brightest star in the sky...

Of course, Venus is not the only wandering "star" in the sky; there are four
others that are also visible to the unaided eye (five, if you include

Uranus, without any optical aid on dark, clear
nights). The difference is that, with the possible exception of Jupiter and, on
rare occasions, Mars, none of the others stands out in the same manner as
Venus. Nonetheless, somewhere in the distant past, "morning star" and
"evening star" became plural in order to account for the four other planets.

Scripture 11: Revelation 3:1, 4-5 (The Dead Church)
“And to the Elangel of the church in Sardis write,

‘These things says He who has the seven Spirits of God and the seven
stars: “I know your works, that you have a name that you are alive, but you
are dead. 2 Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are
ready to die, for | have not found your works perfect

before PlGod. 3 Remember therefore how you have received and heard;
hold fast and repent. Therefore if you will not watch, | will come upon you as
a thief, and you will not know what hour | will come upon you. *You have a
few names [deven in Sardis who have not defiled their garments; and they
shall walk with Me in white, for they are worthy. >He who overcomes shall
be clothed in white garments, and | will not blot out his name from the Book
of Life; but | will confess his name before My Father and before His angels.
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Scripture 12: Revelation 3:8, 10-12 (The Faithful Church)

8“ know your works. See, | have set before you an open door, "and no one
can shut it; for you have a little strength, have kept My word, and have not
denied My name. ° Indeed | will make those of the synagogue of Satan, who
say they are Jews and are not, but lie—indeed | will make them come and
worship before your feet, and to know that | have loved you. 1° Because you
have kept [9'My command to persevere, | also will keep you from the hour of
trial which shall come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the
earth. 11["IBehold, | am coming quickly! Hold fast what you have, that no one
may take your crown. 2 He who overcomes, | will make him a pillar in the
temple of My God, and he shall go out no more. | will write on him the name
of My God and the name of the city of My God, the New Jerusalem,

which comes down out of heaven from My God. And | will write on him My
new name.

Scripture 13: Revelation 3:15-17,20-21
14“And to the [Jangel of the church Uof the Laodiceans write,

‘These things says the Amen, the Faithful and True Witness, the Beginning
of the creation of God: °“l know your works, that you are neither cold nor
hot. | could wish you were cold or hot. ¢ So then, because you are
lukewarm, and neither Xcold nor hot, | will vomit you out of My

mouth. 17 Because you say, ‘| am rich, have become wealthy, and have
need of nothing'—and do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor,
blind, and naked— 181 counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire,
that you may be rich; and white garments, that you may be clothed, that the
shame of your nakedness may not be revealed; and anoint your eyes with
eye salve, that you may see. ® As many as | love, | rebuke

and chasten.l! Therefore be [Mzealous and repent. 2° Behold, | stand at the
door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, | will come in
to him and dine with him, and he with Me. 2! To him who overcomes | will
grant to sit with Me on My throne, as | also overcame and sat down with My
Father on His throne.

Scripture 14: Revelation 21:3-8

3And | heard a loud voice from heaven saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of
God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people.
God Himself will be with them and be their God. # And God will wipe away
every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor
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crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed
away.”

>Then He who sat on the throne said, “Behold, | make all things new.” And
He said Plto me, “Write, for these words are true and faithful.”

6 And He said to me, “ItY! is done! | am the Alpha and the Omega, the
Beginning and the End. | will give of the fountain of the water of life freely to
him who thirsts. 7 He who overcomes [Yshall inherit all things, and | will be
his God and he shall be My son. & But the cowardly, [€lunbelieving,
abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars
shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is
the second death.”

1) Confess before God (2); 2) white robe (2); 3) comfort; 4) heaven; 5)
seeing God; 6) mansion; 7) crown of life (crown); 8) hidden manna; 9)
new stone; 10) new name; 11) power over the nations; 12) the morning
star; 13) name in the Book of Life; 14) pillar; 15) holy three part tattoo;
16) sit on the throne; 17) dine with the Lord Jesus; 18) no more pain;
19) inherit all things; 20) closeness with God; 21) water of life; 22)
avoid hell

References:
1) BALAAM:
Numbers 22:2-6

2 Now Balak the son of Zippor saw all that Israel had done to the

Amorites. 3 And Moab was exceedingly afraid of the people because

they were many, and Moab was sick with dread because of the children of
Israel. * So Moab said to the elders of Midian, “Now this company will @lick
up everything around us, as an ox licks up the grass of the field.” And Balak
the son of Zippor was king of the Moabites at that time. ®> Then he sent
messengers to Balaam the son of Beor at Pethor, which is near [lthe River
in the land of [Clthe sons of his people, to call him, saying: “Look, a people
has come from Egypt. See, they cover the face of the earth, and are settling
next to me! ® Therefore please come at once, curse this people for me, for
they are too mighty for me. Perhaps | shall be able to defeat them and drive
them out of the land, for | know that he whom you bless is blessed, and he
whom you curse is cursed.”
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When God would not let Balaam curse the Israelites, Balaam tried to help
Balak by getting the Israelites to sin so that they would be separated from
God. Once separated from God, Balaam knew that the Israelites could be
defeated...

Numbers 31:14-18

14 But Moses was angry with the officers of the army, with the captains over
thousands and captains over hundreds, who had come from the battle.

15 And Moses said to them: “Have you kept all the women

alive? 1% Look, these women caused the children of Israel, through

the counsel of Balaam, to trespass against the LORD in the incident of Peor,
and there was a plague among the congregation of the LORD. 1’ Now
therefore, kill every male among the little ones, and kill every woman who
has known a man intimately. 18 But keep alive for yourselves all the young
girls who have not known a man intimately.

Numbers 25:1-9

Now Israel remained in Acacia Grove,® and the people began to commit
harlotry with the women of Moab. 2 They invited the people to the sacrifices
of their gods, and the people ate and bowed down to their gods. 3 So Israel
was joined to Baal of Peor, and the anger of the LORD was aroused against
Israel.

4Then the LORD said to Moses, “Take all the leaders of the people and hang
the offenders before the LORD, out in the sun, that the fierce anger of
the LORD may turn away from Israel.”

> So Moses said to the judges of Israel, “Every one of you kill his men who
were joined to Baal of Peor.”

6 And indeed, one of the children of Israel came and presented to his
brethren a Midianite woman in the sight of Moses and in the sight of all the
congregation of the children of Israel, who were weeping at the door of the
tabernacle of meeting. “ Now when Phinehas the son of Eleazar, the son of
Aaron the priest, saw it, he rose from among the congregation and took a
javelin in his hand; 8 and he went after the man of Israel into the tent and
thrust both of them through, the man of Israel, and the woman through her
body. So the plague was stopped among the children of Israel. ° And those
who died in the plague were twenty-four thousand.

2) NICOLAITANS
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https://www.theopedia.com/nicolaitans:

Nicolaitans were one of the heretical sects that plagued the churches at
Ephesus and at Pergamum, according to Revelation

2:6,15. Irenaeus identifies them as followers of Nicolas, one of the seven
chosen in Acts 6, and as men who "lead lives of unrestrained
indulgence"[1]*. He also relates them to Gnosticism: "John, the disciple of
the Lord, preaches this faith (the deity of Christ), and seeks, by the
proclamation of the Gospel, to remove that error which by Cerinthus had
been disseminated among men, and a long time previously by those termed
Nicolaitans, who are an offset of that 'knowledge' falsely so called, that he
might confound them, and persuade them that there is but one God, who
made all things by His Word"*[2]*. There is also historical evidence of a
Gnostic sect called Nitolaitans a century or so later.

The doctrine of the Nicolaitans appears to have been a form

of antinomianism, which makes the fatal mistake that man can freely
partake in sin because the Law of God is no longer binding. It held the truth
on the gratuitous reckoning of righteousness; but supposed that a mere
intellectual "belief" in this truth had a saving power.

Nicolaitans of the 2nd century seem to have continued and extended the
views of the 1st century adherents, holding to the freedom of the flesh and
sin, and teaching that the deeds of the flesh had no effect upon the health of
the soul and consequently no relation to salvation.”[ [citation)\
needed](Theopedia:Writing_guide#Reference_your_work)*

Today, the doctrine is now largely taught that the gospel of Christ has made
God's law of no effect: that by "believing" we are released from the
necessity of being doers of the Word. But this is the doctrine of the
Nicolaitans, which Christ so unsparingly condemned in the book of
Revelation.

Wikipedia.com: Having wives in common is ok...

3) JEZEBEL
1 Kings 16:29-33

291n the thirty-eighth year of Asa king of Judah, Ahab the son of Omri
became king over Israel; and Ahab the son of Omri reigned over Israel in
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Samaria twenty-two years. 3° Now Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight
of the LORD, more than all who were before him. 31 And it came to pass, as
though it had been a trivial thing for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the
son of Nebat, that he took as wife Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal, king of
the Sidonians; and he went and served Baal and worshiped him. 32 Then he
set up an altar for Baal in the temple of Baal, which he had built in

Samaria. 32 And Ahab made a [lwooden image. Ahab did more to provoke
the LORD God of Israel to anger than all the kings of Israel who were before
him.
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