Walk in God’s Power
(By Rev. Anthony Menzel, February 27, 2022)

2 Timothy 3:1-7

But know this, that in the last days [a]perilous times will come: 2 For men will be
lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to
parents, unthankful, unholy, 3 unloving, [bJunforgiving, slanderers, without self-
control, brutal, despisers of good, 4 traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure
rather than lovers of God, 5 having a form of godliness but denying its power. And
from such people turn away! 6 For of this sort are those who creep into households
and make captives of gullible women loaded down with sins, led away by various
lusts, 7 always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. 8 Now
as Jannes and Jambres resisted Moses, so do these also resist the truth: men of corrupt
minds, disapproved concerning the faith; 9 but they will progress no further, for their
folly will be manifest to all, as theirs also was.

The Man of God and the Word of God

10 But you have carefully followed my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith,
longsuffering, love, perseverance, 11 persecutions, afflictions, which happened to me
at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra—what persecutions | endured. And out of them all
the Lord delivered me.

***God’s power gives us the strength to live right. Part of living right is having the
strength to resist persecution.

2 Timothy 3:12-15

12 Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution. 13 But
evil men and impostors will grow worse and worse, deceiving and being

deceived. 14 But you must continue in the things which you have learned and been
assured of, knowing from whom you have learned them, 15 and that from childhood
you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation
through faith which is in Christ Jesus.

16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for [c]instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of God
may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.

Hebrews 11:1-2
Now faith is the [a]substance of things hoped for, the [b]evidence of things not
seen. 2 For by it the elders obtained a good testimony.



1 Corinthians 10:12-22

12 Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall. 13 No temptation has
overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not
allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also
make the way of escape, that you may be able to [d]bear it.

Flee from Idolatry

14 Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry. 15 I speak as to wise men; judge for
yourselves what | say. 16 The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the
[e]communion of the blood of Christ? The bread which we break, is it not the
communion of the body of Christ? 17 For we, though many, are one bread and one
body; for we all partake of that one bread.

18 Observe Israel after the flesh: Are not those who eat of the sacrifices [f]partakers
of the altar? 19 What am | saying then? That an idol is anything, or what is offered to
idols is anything? 20 Rather, that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice they sacrifice
to demons and not to God, and I do not want you to have fellowship with

demons. 21 You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons; you cannot
partake of the Lord’s table and of the table of demons. 22 Or do we provoke the Lord
to jealousy? Are we stronger than He?

***God’s power keeps us believing in God’s Word.

Hebrews 11:3
3 By faith we understand that the [c]worlds were framed by the word of God, so that
the things which are seen were not made of things which are visible.

**%God’s power blesses us with His provision.

Hebrews 11:6
6 But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must
believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him,

***God’s power opens the doors to the miraculous in our lives.

Hebrews 11:11,29-30,32-35

11 By faith Sarah herself also received strength to conceive seed, and she[d] bore a
child when she was past the age, because she judged Him faithful who had
promised. 12 Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born as
many as the stars of the sky in multitude—innumerable as the sand which is by the
seashore.



The Heavenly Hope

13 These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar
off [e]were assured of them, embraced them and confessed that they were strangers
and pilgrims on the earth. 14 For those who say such things declare plainly that they
seek a homeland. 15 And truly if they had called to mind that country from which
they had come out, they would have had opportunity to return. 16 But now they desire
a better, that is, a heavenly country. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their
God, for He has prepared a city for them.

The Faith of the Patriarchs

17 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received
the promises offered up his only begotten son, 18 [flof whom it was said, “In Isaac
your seed shall be called,” 19 concluding that God was able to raise him up, even
from the dead, from which he also received him in a figurative sense.

20 By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to come.

21 By faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, and
worshiped, leaning on the top of his staff.

22 By faith Joseph, when he was dying, made mention of the departure of the children
of Israel, and gave instructions concerning his bones.

The Faith of Moses

23 By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden three months by his parents,
because they saw he was a beautiful child; and they were not afraid of the king’s
command.

24 By faith Moses, when he became of age, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s
daughter, 25 choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy
the [g]passing pleasures of sin, 26 esteeming the [h]reproach of Christ greater riches
than the treasures [i]in Egypt; for he looked to the reward.

27 By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king; for he endured as
seeing Him who is invisible. 28 By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of
blood, lest he who destroyed the firstborn should touch them.

29 By faith they passed through the Red Sea as by dry land, whereas the Egyptians,
attempting to do so, were drowned.

By Faith They Overcame

30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they were encircled for seven

days. 31 By faith the harlot Rahab did not perish with those who [j]did not believe,
when she had received the spies with peace.

32 And what more shall | say? For the time would fail me to tell of Gideon and Barak
and Samson and Jephthah, also of David and Samuel and the prophets: 33 who
through faith subdued kingdoms, worked righteousness, obtained promises, stopped
the mouths of lions, 34 quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword,



out of weakness were made strong, became valiant in battle, turned to flight the
armies of the aliens. 35 Women received their dead raised to life again.

So, Father, bless us to be people who recognize and walk in your power...
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